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AB0X7T oight years ago, wlien the course 
of my daily Soriptare-reading happened 
to be in Exodus, I delivered an address in 
Edinburgh: the subject, — ''Israel in Egypt." 
Several persons came to me after that lecture, 
saying i^ey had derived benefit from it, and 
earnestly requesting me to publish it. To do 
this then was quite out of my power, for I had 
spoken, as I always do, extempore, and had 
not even a note of what I had said. The 
address however has not yet been forgotten by 
some, and the request has been continually 



repeated; so that I at last gave a promise 
that I would preach firom the same subject 
when I had an opportunity, have a reporter 
to take down what was said, look it OYer, 
and publish it. 

The first part of the promise I redeemed in 
the spring of this year, delivering three lectures 
in St. James' HaU, London, firom the text — 
Exod. i. 1,—" The Children of Israel; " but on 
reading over what had been taken down by 
the reporter, I found that it needed a little 
more than looking over; and I have learned 
this lesson, that the gift of peaking with 
poweTy and writing with power^ are two very 
different things. The end of the matter, how- 
ever, has been the production of this little 
volume, every part of which is, I am quite 
aware, open to criticism, except in its doctrinal 
statements. I do not think there is one word 
in them which is not in accordance with the 
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truth 09 it %8 in Jems. On the contraiy, I be- 
lieve eveiy statement I have made to be the 
dear teaching of the Word of Gk)d; and I 
mnst confess that I have laboured at a task 
for which I feel little qualified — ^writing for the 
press, — not only to oblige my Mends, but that 
I might circulate, in plain and immistakeable 
language, the truths contained in this little 
book. 

These truths or doctrinal statements, how- 
ever, I am only too sure will be by many not 
only criticised but absolutely rejected ; for it is 
written (1 Cor. i. 18), " The preaching of the 
Cross is to them that perish^ foolishness,^^ If, 
therefore, I have in any measure succeeded in 
my endeavour to set forth the doctrines of the 
Gross; or, in other words — Salvation by the 
Blood and Eighteousnes of Jesus Christ ; and 
its invariable consequence — '< Sanctification of 
the Spirit unto obedience;" then either has 
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the offenee of the Cross ceased^ or my words will 
he foolishness *^to them that perish" * 

I send tlie work fbrth with earnest prayer 
thait Cbd will allow no error of mine to do 
any hamii but will, by the power of the B^oly 
Ghpsti BO bless His own truth, that it may dp 
good exceeding abundantly above aU that I 
can ask or think. And this I beg in the name 
and for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

BEOWNLOW NOBTH. 



The Knoll, Elgin. 
Dec., 1865. 
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THE BONDAGE OF ISRAEL A TYPE. 



THE Holy Ghost tells us, in 1 Cor. x. 11, 
that the things which happened to Israel, 
"happened unto them for ensamples ; and 
they are written for our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the world are come. ' ' Persuaded that 
Israel's history is a type of the history of God's 
people in all ages, and that the consideration 
of it is likely to be profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righ- 
teousness, I have determined to place before 
the public this little book, in which I have 
spoken about some of the things that happened 
to Israel, as related in that portion of the 
Holy Scriptures which treats of their bondage 
in Egypt — their delivery — their wilderness 
journey — and ultimate arrival in the -^tqitdx^^^ 
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land. May God the Holy Spirit bless the 
truths that I have written, exceeding abun- 
dantly, above all that I can ask or think. 

The opening of the Book of Exodus intro- 
duces us to the children of Israel lying in the 
most cruel bondage. They were slaves to 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians, who ** made their 
lives bitter, with hard bondage in mortar, and 
in brick, and in all manner of service in the 
field : all their service, wherein they made 
them serve, was with rigour." (Exodus i. 14.) 
No people could be more wretched or miserable 
— no earthly position could be more abject or 
degraded — ^than the position of the children of 
Israel, described in the opening chapters of the 
Book of Exodus. 

Why has all this been recorded? For our 
learning. Their bondage was very bitter — 
their slavery was very galling: — ^but to spiri- 
tualize my subject at once, and to bring home 
its application to ourselves, their bondage was 
not so terrible as the bondage of every man 
and woman bom into the world. Their bon- 
dage was temporal, — our's is spiritual ; they 
were bom the slaves of Pharaoh, — we are born 
the slaves of sin ; they were in the power of the 
Egyptians, — ^you and I are by nature in the 
power of the devil and his angels. 
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Dear friends, before I go further, I would 
beseech you to remember my object in publish- 
ing these lectures. It is not to take advantage 
of my position, and say harsh things ; but to 
try and do good to souls. And if I seem to be 
uncharitable, or to speak unlovingly, do me 
the justice to believe I have no desire to be 
either. I would beg you also not to reject 
what I say upon your own ideas of truth, but 
to try my statements by the written Word of 
God ; and before you so try them, pray God, 
for Christ's sake, to give you His Holy Spirit 
to open your understanding to understand the 
Scriptures. Let me entreat you to remember 
this request. 

In what I am about to say my desire is to 
awaken the attention of lost sinners ; and my 
prayer to God is, that each sinner, into whose 
hands this book may fall, may be arrested by 
my words, and aroused to a sense of his posi- 
tion. The wrath of God abideth on him, and 
he does not feel it : but, if possible, I would 
make him feel it, for xmtil he does, he will care 
nothing for the salvation that is provided 
for him. If there was no hope for him, I 
would leave him alone, and let him go on im- 
disturbed by me to his miserable ending : but 
there is hope for him though he is the greatest 
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sinner out of hell, — ^for the Scripture says, that 
" to him that is joined to all the living there is 
hope." (Eccles. ix. 4.) Therefore, so far from 
leaving him, I would cry to him, as Paul cried 
to the Ephesians, ** Awake, thou that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give 
thee light." 

I say then, again, that no Egygtian bondage 
was ever nearly so cruel, so degrading, or so 
hopeless, as the bondage in which you and I 
were born, the fallen sons of Adam. Satan is. 
the prince of this world; and every child of 
Adam is born, not into the kingdom of God, 
but into the kingdom of Satan. He is born 
his subject, his slave. His reason, his senses, 
his perceptions are all under his influence : he 
not only acts, and speaks, but actually thinks 
as he would have him: he can neither see, 
nor. hear, nor feel, but as he teaches him. So 
total is his bondage, and so servile his subjec- 
tion, that when God says one thing, and the 
devQ another, he believes the devil, and makes 
God a liar ! 

Bemember, I am not speaking of earthly, 
but of spiritual bondage; and God's Word 
bears me out in the statement, that so thorough 
is man's captivity to Satan by nature, and so 
absolute his rule over him, that for all the 
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purposes for which. God sent him into the 
world, he is altogether and thoroughly dead. It 
is true, he has natural eyesight, natural hear- 
ing, and all the other natural senses ; he can 
do anything to promote his own interests in 
the things of time and sense; he has been 
known to gain the whole world by his own 
wisdom and power, and then sit down and weep 
because there were no more worlds to conquer : 
but the natural man has no spiritual life or lights 
— not one particle. 

No man ever yet followed the guidance of his 
f^atural spirit from his birth to his grave, who did 
not dishonour God, and lose his own soul. All 
spiritual wisdom left him when God left hini 
at the faU; and so the Scripture tells us (1 
Cor. ii. 14) : — ** The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God ; for they are 
foolishness unto him:" and again, that **he 
cannot know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned." He has by nature no Holy Spirit 
to teach him. He has the spirit that is in the 
world, and so can discern worldly things, but 
he has no Holy Spirit, and so cannot discern 
spiritual things ; and therefore, when I talk to 
you, who really are deaf, and blind, and captive, 
about your deafness and your blindness, and 
about your worse than Eg3rptian boiLda.%<5i — 
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though, it is a perfectly true picture of what 
you really are— yet I seem to you as one that 
is speaking folly. 

Such is the bondage in which Satan holds 
the natural man, that not only has he no truth 
in him, but he has actually no power to receive the 
truth when it is put before him. He has no more 
spiritual power to receive spiritual food than 
a corpse has to receive natural food. He is 
dead — not naturally — ^Adam did not die natu- 
rally/ in the day that he sinned, — ^he lived many 
hxmdred years afterwards; but he died spiri- 
tually, and all his seed in him, so that every 
natural man is bom dead spiritually. 

Dear Mends, these are solemn statements, 
and surely they should make every unconverted 
man who hears them, think. Do you feel 
no interest in your heart about your eternal 
future? If you do not, should not the very 
fact that you do not, alarm you? Whose do 
you think is the power that is exercising this 
tremendous influence over you? Ask yourself! 

You profess to believe that you are immortal; 
that the day of your death will come ; that the 
day of your judgment, and the day of your 
eternal fixedness in heaven or in hell will 
come ; — and yet you are living without the 
slightest particle of concern or anxiety about 
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the matter ! Surely this is something worse 
than Egyptian bondage. It is nothing more 
or less than devilish hondage. You profess to 
believe the Bible; you confess that you are 
immortal ; you know that you are to spend that 
immortality in everlasting misery or everlasting 
glory ; you know that the Bible is against you, 
and that if you die as you are, it will be misery 
and not glory; and yet you are uninterested 
about the matter — ^have not as much anxiety 
about where you are to pass eternity as will 
lead you to take one step, nay not even to put 
up one prayer to God, through Jesus Christ, to 
deliver you out of your terrible bondage. Oh, 
what a bondage it is ! Bound by the cares, and 
the pleasures, and the ** other things " of this 
world ; — so bound that you put them before 
God, and Christ, and your own immortal soul. 

Am I wrong in saying you are a slave? — 
and a slave to the hardest taskmaster in the 
whole world, — even the slave of Satan. And 
is he not at this very moment doing what he 
pleases with you, — Pleading you captive at his 
will, down the broad road to everlasting de- 
struction ? And will not everlasting destruction 
most surely be your portion, if you are not 
delivered from his power ? 

What are you to do then ? — Despair ? Qo^^ 
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forbid ! The history of the children of Israel 
was written expressly for Satan's captives, 
that they might not despair, but have hope. 
The same God that delivered them, is able and 
willing to deliver you, and He says xmto you, 
" Fear not : believe only." Believe in that 
Jesus, whom He Himself has exalted to be a 
Prince and a Saviour — to give deliverance to 
the captives — recovering of sight to the blind 
— and to set at liberty them that are bound. 
Believe in that Jesus who says, '* Him that 
Cometh to Me I will in no wise east out ; " and 
of whom the Holy Ghost bears record that 
" He is able to save to the uttermost them that 
come unto God by Him." (Heb. vii. 25.) That 
He can and will deliver every sinner that puts 
his trust in Him, are the glad tidings of great 
joy which this same Saviour commanded should 
be preached to every creature; and, no matter 
who or what you are, if you believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ you shall be saved. 

I cannot dwell longer on this part of my 
subject : before leaving it, however, I would 
pray God the Holy Ghost to teach you to 
receive this fundamental truth, — that you never 
can receive any spiritual deliverance until you 
acknowledge and feel your spiritual bondage. The 
children of Israel felt it bitterly, for we read 
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(Exod. ii. 23), that they ** sighed by reason of 
the bondage ; and they cried, and their cry 
came np unto God." And this is why I say 
you can have no deliverance till you feel your 
bondage ; for until you feel it, no cry will go up 
from you to God, and God has said "/ will he 
enquired of,"^^ (Ezek. xxxvi. 37.) 

It is a good sign, both of a man, and fob a 
man, when his burdens make themselves felt 
and he begins to cry to God. It is a sign of life, 
A dead thing cannot cry, but the first thing a 
child does when i%^ is bom is to begin to cry : 
it is a sign it is a living child ; it is a sign also 
that it feels itself a poor and needy child ; and 
its cry is at once its confession of helplessness 
and its prayer for help. So with the child of 
God : the Holy Ghost convinces him of sin, — 
of his own sin ; opens his eyes to see that he is 
poor, and blind, and naked, and lost, and 
miserable ; and that imless he is born again of 
the Spirit, it would be better for him that he 
had never been bom at all : and then ho does 
what these Israelites did, — he cries unto God ; 
and God does to him what He did to these 
Israelites, — He hears his cry, and comes down 
to deliver him. 



II. 



%Mxip of ^dxbtxnmt 



**God Come Down to Deliver." 



Yov know the history of Moses. Let us 
look at it first, as given us by St. Paul, 
in Hebrews xi. 
**By faith Moses, when he was bom, was 
hid three months of his parents, because they 
saw he was a proper child ; and they were not 
afraid of the king's commandment. By faith 
Moses, when he was come to years, refused to 
be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin for a season ; esteeming the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt : 
for he had respect unto the recompense of the 
reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fear- 
ing the wrath of the king : for he endured, as 
seeing Him who is invisible." 
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Now I will present this man Moses to you, 
as lie is introduced to us in the beginning of 
Exodus iii., keeping the flock of Jethro, his 
father-in-law. It is written, — "Now Moses 
kept the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the 
priest of Midian : and he led the flock to the 
backside of the desert, and came to the moxm- 
tain of God, even to Horeb. And the Angel 
of the Lord appeared xmto him in a flame of 
Are out of the midst of a bush : and he looked, 
and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the 
bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I 
will now turn aside, and see this great sight, 
why the bush is not burned. And when the 
Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God 
called unto him out of the midst of the bush, 
and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here 
am I. And He said. Draw not nigh hither : 
put off thy shoes from off thy leet, for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy groxmd. 
And the Lord said, I have s.urely seen the 
affliction of my people which are in Egypt, 
and have heard their cry by reason of their 
taskmasters ; for I know their sorrows ; and I 
am come down to deliver them." 

^^ I know their sorrows; and lam come down to 
deliver them" Wonderful words from the 
mouth of the living God ! And not for M.q.q.^^'^* 
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sake only, or for the Israelites of that day- 
were they spoken, but, if we are amongst the 
number of God's suffering praying people, for 
our sakes also. 

**/ know their sorrows.^* God knows the 
sorrows of His people. The answer to prayer 
may not come as we expect ; the burden may 
not be removed as immediately as we would 
desire ; but though our own hearts are over- 
whelmed within us, God knows our sorrows; 
and we may be quite sure, if we only trust 
Him, that in His own time, and in the very 
best way, though perhaps in a way that we 
little looked for. He will give us a happy 
deliverance out of them all. ** Trust in Him," 
says the Psalmist, " AT ALL TIMES." (Psalm 
Ixii. 8.) And when is the time that is not a time? 

Again, not only does the Lord say, **I know 
their sorrows ; " but, ^^ I am come down to deliver.'*^ 

God come down to deliver; — God, not 
only acquainting Himself with the sorrows of 
His sinful people, but coming down from 
heaven to deliver them. Yet so it was, — so it 
has ever been, — and so it must ever be, or no 
flesh can be saved. There can be no deliver- 
ance from the power of Satan unless God 
Siznself cornea down to effect it. 
Was it not bo when our £rat patents «ai\i^^ 
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and Adam heard the voice of the Lord God in 
the garden, crying, " Adam, where art thou ? " 
Did not God, even then, in this earliest stage 
of man's fall, come down to seek and to save 
that which was lost ? 

Was it not so when Israel, God's people, 
were to be delivered out of the land of Egypt ? 
— ** I have seen the affliction of my people, and 
I. am come down to deliver them." 

"Was it not so when the world was to be 
redeemed out of the hands of Satan, and poor 
sinners translated from his bondage into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God ? Did 
not God then come down to deliver? Was 
not— oh, marvellous wisdom! and oh, mar- 
vellous love ! — was not a body prepared Him, 
that He might taste death for every man, and 
redeem His Church with His own blood ? 

And, lastly, is not the salvation of every 
individual sinner that ever has been, or ever 
will be saved, ejBPected by God the Holy Spirit 
coming down to deliver him — coming down to 
make His body the temple of the living God ; 
to open his heart to believe and receive the 
Scriptures, and to teach him to know God the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom He hath 
sent ? And are we not encouraged t<^ ^^ ^si 
God continually to come dotcu ^\A ^-e:^^ ^^^^ 
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— **Bow the heavens, and come down," is a 
Scriptural prayer, written for our learning, and 
it has the promise, **God will give His Holy 
Spirit to them that ask Him." 

But "I am come down to deliver them out 
of the hand of the Egyptians," is not the whole 
message of mercy from God to Israel ; for He 
adds (and I beseech you mark it well : for oh, 
how much of the believer's peace and strength 
depends on his faith in this message of God 
to him !) — ** and to bring them up out of that 
land unto a good land and a large, xmto a land 
flowing with milk and honey." — ^I am come 
down not merely to deliver them out of the 
hands of their enemies, but to lead them and 
to guide them through their long wilderness 
journey, and never to leave them nor forsake 
them, till I place them in full possession of 
the land of Canaan. 

This is a great promise, and one too little 
looked at by many Christians. Christ came 
down not merely to deliver us from the pxmish- 
ment of sin; not merely to die for our sins, that 
He might have power on earth to forgive sins ; 
but that, having paid our penalty, and cancelled 
our debt. He might walk with us, as He did with 
these Israelites, through the whole wilderness 
journey, and be with us ahvat/, even unto the end. 
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It is not my intention to go regularly through 
all the striking or typical points in the history 
of the children of Israel, but to touch merely 
upon those which I think most likely to be 
generally instructive ; I next, therefore, ask 
your attention to Exodus iii. 13, 14, — ^namely, 
Moses' question to God, and God's answer. 

"And Moses said unto God, Behold, when 
I come unto the children of Israel, and shall 
say unto them. The God of your fathers has 
sent me unto you ; and they shall say to me, 
What is His name? what shall I say unto 
them? And God said unto Moses, I AM 
THAT I AM : and He said, Thus shalt thou 
say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath 
sent me unto you." 

Now I believe there is nothing more neces- 
sary to salvation in the whole Scripture than 
the reception of this name of God, I AM. So 
important do I feel it to be, that I think I have 
alluded to it in every little tract that I have 
written, and very, very often in my sermons 
and addresses.* Whenever God has a purpose 
of mercy, either to an individual or a nation, 

* If the reader is acquainted with my Tracts, or has 
been in the habit of hearing me preach, he may pass on 
to the next chapter, for he will only find in this what 
he has in substance heard from me again and again. 



16 TIDINGS OF DELIVERANCE. 

His first teaching is, I AM. Surely, then, I 
cannot do wrong in making it my first teaching. 
God is about to deliver the children of Israel 
out of their bondage, and the lesson that He 
tells the minister by whose hand He will de- 
liver them, to teach them, is, — **Say unto the 
children of Israel, I AM." Do not tell them 
at present to lay hold of any of my attributes ; 
do not call their attention to my power or my 
mercy, to my justice or my holiness; but set 
them, as the first thing they have to do, to 
grapple with this one great truth, — I AM. 
The natural eye cannot see me ; the natural 
ear cannot hear me ; the natural heart cannot 
receive me ; but for all that, say unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, I AM ; and tell them to believe U- 
That this is the first truth a poor sinner has 
to receive, is the teaching of the New Testa- 
ment as well as of the Old. Often have I 
startled congregations, by saying that I would 
tell them what was the first verse in the whole 
Bible that they should strive to get engraven 
on their hearts ; that until they had that verse, 
no matter what else they had, they had prac- 
tically no religion at all ; and then I have 
mentioned Heb. xi. 6, — ** Without faith it is 
impossible to please God : for he that cometh 
to God must beJieve that HE 18." Man by 
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nature has no idea that he requires this teach- 
ing : God tells him he does, but he does not 
believe God. God says, in Psalm xiv., "The 
fool " (that is, the natural man, the unconverted 
man — for they are all synonymous terms in 
Scripture) " the fool hath said in his hesurt, 
There is no God ; '' but the fool has no idea 
that in his heart he does say so, and that it is 
practical infidelity that keeps him from being a 
Christian. Yet do we not all know that God 
has said if the sinner will turn to Him through 
Jesus Christ, He will not only forgive him his 
sins, but He will be his Father, and adopt him 
(the sinner) for His son ; that from that mo- 
ment all things shall work together for his 
good ; that nothing shall ever again really 
harm him here ; and that when this life is 
over He will bring him to glory and honour, 
such as it has not entered into the heart of man 
to conceive ? Look at each of these statements 
separately, and ask yourself, would any man 
neglect these things if he believed they were 
the real offers of a Eeal Person, able and wil- 
ling to keep His word ? I am persuaded that 
the man who truly believes that there is such a 
Person as God ; that the God of the Bible, 
though invisible, is really onmi^otft?cA»> ^svasss^- 
present, omniscient ; that "Hia e^^Ha ^N«^^s^^"^ 
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all the sons of men, and His ear, if they will 
pray, ever open to their prayers, is not far from 
the kingdom of heaven. 

It was through much tribulation that I my- 
seK came to a ^owledge that I was one of the 
fools who, without being the least aware of it, 
was saying in my heart. There is no God ; and 
of such immense consequence do I believe it to 
be, to expose this little suspected but most fatal 
form of unbelief, that I will repeat my own 
experience. May God for Christ's sake bless it. 

For many years I lived in utter carelessness 
about the things of eternity. My object was 
pleasure — ^the gratification of the moment ; and 
God was not in all my thoughts ; at the same 
time I was quite sure I believed in God, in 
Jesus Christ, and the Bible, and was not so 
bad as the people who said they did not. But 
when it pleased God, by His Spirit, to make 
me anxious about my soul ; when I was brought 
to look upon death, and judgment, and heaven, 
and hell, as great realities, and went to God in 
real earnest, to seek from Him pardon and His 
Holy Spirit, in the name and for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; I found to my agony, 
that I had not yet got hold of that first Bible 
truth,— GOD IS. 

I am yeij anxious to make my reader under- 
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stand what I wish to convey. You know what 
it is to be in the same room with a person : 
you believe that person can see you ; that when 
you speak to him he can hear you ; and when 
you ask him anything — ^if you believe he will 
speak the truth — ^you attend to what he saj/s, 
and never think about what you feel. Now, I 
could not thus believe in the presence of Gk>d 
in the room with me. I could not feel satisfied 
that He saw me and heard me, as I feel satis- 
fied that a fellow creature sees and hears me ; 
the consequence was I put no real faith in Hi» 
Word, and so got no peace from it. When I 
cried, ** Forgive me, for Christ Jesus' sake," I 
had not the realizing certainty that He heard 
me, as I should have if I spoke to you. I 
said I believed in Qod, and I thought I be- 
lieved in Gk)d ; but if I could not believe that 
the God to whom I prayed could see and hear 
me, what was my God better than the gods of 
the heathen, of whom it is recorded, "Eyes 
have they, but they see not ; they have ears, 
but they hear not." I could, and did pray; 
but I had no realizing faith, — ^yet the Scripture 
I have already quoted (Heb. xi. 6), putting 
this degree of faith at the very lowest and 
smallest grain, says that *' mVkovsA. l^^JCo. ^^ ^"^ 
unposaihle to please Him : iox \ift ^^^. «s«isJ^ 
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to God must believe," — not feel, observe I — ^but 

** BELIEVE THAT He IS." 

Now, have you at this moment more faith 
than I had then ? Do you believe GOD IS ? 
You may say your prayers; you may go to 
church; you may be a decent, moral, respec- 
table, and even what the world calls a religious 
person ; but unless when you speak to God you 
believe that HE IS, you have no true religion 
in you. I believe that some people think 
themselves better the day they say their prayers, 
as they call it, than the day they do not ; but 
if such a man believed that GOD IS, — ^if, when 
he knelt down to say his prayers, he believed 
that the Person he called God was present, and 
saw his heart, — would he dare to say the prayers 
ho does ? He knows very well, if he thinks at 
all, that he is mocking God, and that he does not 
want what he prays for. Take, for instance, the 
petition in the Lord's prayer, **Thy kingdom 
come : " suppose that in answer to the prayer 
of many who say these words with their lips, the 
heavens were to open, and the Lord was to come, 
— ^what would they do ? They would call on the 
rocks to hide them, and the hills to cover them. 
Be sure that if you dare to profess to pray to God for 
a thing you do not want, you have not yet got that 
yram o/mmtard seed of faith, '* GOI> IS." 
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Did you ever in your whole life try to speak 
to God, wanting to get something from God, 
and to get your answer direct from God? 
Bead my question again, and think over it for 
a moment. If you never did, do not say until 
you have tried, that you believe GOD IS. 
You can ascertain it in a moment. You would 
surely like to have your sins forgiven : pray, 
then to God to forgive you your sins. lift up 
your heart, and say **0h, God, forgive me for 
Jesus Christ's sake ! " Now, can you abso- 
lutely say, as in the presence of God, that you 
believe that He to whom you have professed to 
make that prayer, knows that you have made 
it to Him. I am not now speaking of God's 
answering prayer, I am speaking of His seeing, 
of His hearing, of his knowing. — Can you really 
believe that God who made your ear, and 
made your eye, can see and hear, and does 
see and hear, all you think and say and do ? 
If so, bless God for it, for then, at least, you 
believe that HE IS ; if not, you have yet to 
learn this first lesson, before you can be de- 
livered from your house of bondage. 

It is the want of this faith that sends anx- 
ious souls so often to seek the answer to their 
prayers in their own heaxta, aisA Tva\.^^*^si.*^^ 
Word of that God to Tiv^iom \\i«^ ^xol^'eja. \s> 
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pray. They shut their doors, and pray to their 
Father, who really is in secret with them, lis- 
tening to them, and most willing to grant them 
every grace that they require ; but through 
unbelief they do not see Him who is Invisible, 
and so they take their answer from their own 
feelings, instead of from what He says. (Heb. 
ad. 27.) 

Suppose, for instance, it pleased the Lord 
to appear in our midst, as He did in the midst 
of the disciples after His resurrection, or as 
He did to Thomas; should we not at once 
fall at His feet, and cry to Him, Lord, forgive 
us our sins, and save us ? And suppose each 
one, who so prayed, heard His precious voice, 
saying to him or to her individually, — " I died 
for the ungodly, I will in no wise cast you out ! 
Fear not, only believe : My blood cleanseth 
from all sin ! I will give you my Holy Spirit ! 
I will never leave you, nor forsake you ! As 
thy day, so shall thy strength be!" — ^would 
you not be sure that you were forgiven, and 
rejoice in the certainty of your salvation ? 
Would you look to what you felt, or to what 
Se said ? Would His Wobd or your feelings 
be the warrant for your faith, and the ground 
of your* peace, and hope, and joy ? Yet have 
jTfu not every one of these "pTwa-avxa ^oxds^ 
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and very, very many more, all proceeding out 
of His mouth, and recorded for every one who 
will believe in what He says, and rest upon it f 
And does anything prevent you from the ap- 
propriation of these precious words to yourself, 
when you speak to Him and pray to Him, but 
the not believing that HE IS, as literally as 
if you saw Him standing by you? — Cofmder 
what I Bay, 

Under God's blessing, two things helped me 
to this faith, so far as I have it, — one a logical 
fact, the other a scriptural revelation. The jSrst 
came to me thus : either God never saw me,-^ 
knows nothing of my past life of sin, — and 
consequently can never punish me for it; or, 
He must be seeing me now that I am coming 
to Him in the name of Jesus. That He had 
seen the sin, and would pimish me for it, was 
too fearfcdly impressed on my mind for me to 
doubt it for a moment. ''I was convinced of 
sin." Then, I argued, — as sure as He has seen 
my sin, so sure He now sees me on my knees, 
asking pardon in the name of Jesus. Either 
He had ne^ver seen me, or He must always 
see me: I knew He had seen me; then it 
followed that He did see me. The thought 
gave me peace at once. ItookMJckftws^ss^^tNji 
Toyjpr&yeT from what HE SMD, ^Wsva ^^'-^^ 
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my room with me. My burden fell off, and I 
rejoiced in a pardon^ according to the Word of ths 
Lord. I was seven months in unbelief, how- 
ever, and in consequent soul-agony, before I 
got this. 

But I said my faith that HE IS was greatly 
helped by a scriptural revelation. In Psabn 
cxlv. 18, it is written, — " The Lord is nigh unto 
aU them that call upon Him, to all that call 
upon Him in truth." It was a long time after 
I had got what I have called " the logical 
fact," that I saw the comfort to be derived 
from this revealed truth, by all who desire, as 
I did, a personal dealing with a Personal God. 
As surely as the Bible is true, it follows from 
this Scripture that when a man goes down 
upon his knees and truly calls upon God 
to come and listen to him, that the Lord is 

NIGH UNTO THAT MAN, WHETHER HE FEELS IT 
OR NOT. 

To conclude this part of my subject, — Was 
it not the knowledge of the presence of the 
great I AM, that was the sustaining power 
of the Man Christ Jesus. So St. Peter in- 
terprets Psalm xvi. 8, in Acts ii. 25 : "I 
foresaw the Lord'alway before my face, for 
He is on my right hand, that I should not 
be moved." 
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Never for one moment, except in that awful 
hour when He was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, and the agonizing cry was wrung from 
Him, "My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me?" did our blessed Saviour lose 
sight of His heavenly Father. No matter 
what the suffering, the trial, or the temptation, 
— Jesus saw the Lord alway before Him : 
therefore His heart could alway rejoice; 
therefm^e His tongue could alway be glad, 
or sing God's praise; therefore could He say, 
— however hungry, or thirsty, or weary, — **I 
have meat to eat; therefore could he reply to 
every temptation of the Tempter, — " Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God ; " 
and therefore could He, even in the very pros- 
pect of death, rest on the unfulfilled promise, 
— " Moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope, 
because Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, 
neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to 
see corruption." Such victories as these, over 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, are ours 
in proportion as we see the Lord alway 
BEFORE us, and realize this fundamental truth 
of God's teaching, — I AM. 

I have written thus at length on this subject, 
because I feel the belief in the Personality and 
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real though, invisible presence of God, to b^ 
essential to the existence of true religion icx 
the soul ; for without this faith it is impossibly 
to please Him, for ''he that cometh to Go<2 
must believe that HE IS, and that He is a 
Bewarder of them that diligently seek Him." 




in. 






GOD then in His mercy, looked upon the af- 
fliction of the children of Israel, and sent 
Moses to tell them that He had come 
down to deliver them. 

Let me once more, for a moment, call your 
attention to the state these Israelites were in 
when this message first reached them. Jliet/ 
were in bondage. It had probably never entered 
into the heart of any one of them that they 
ever could be delivered. Their captivity ap- 
peared hopeless ; their taskmasters made them 
serve with rigour, and there seemed no possi- 
bility of escape. 

And thus it is that the gospel message always 
finds the poor sinner. It does not come to him 
when he has half saved biTaa^\i\\sviX.,%siS^^C^ssssi. 
completely under ticie gvuflLiwaa^ oli "iSasS^ Hsi»w8> 
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teacher, his own heart — tied and bound by his 
sins, and led captive by Satan at his will — it 
, tells him that God has come down to deliver 

' him ; that Jesus of Nazareth has died to save 

J him ; and that, having been anointed with the 

Holy Ghost, and with power, it is His express 
mission to loose the prisoners, give deliverance 
to the captives, and save out of the hands of 
their enemies, all those that come to God by 
Him. The message that Moses delivered to 
these Israelites is but the message that every 
faithful minister of God has ever since delivered 
to his congregation, and is the message that I 
desire to deliver in this little book. Think not 
of your captivity : look not at the hopelessness 
of your position, or the apparent impossibility 
of your deliverance ; but look at Jesus, the 
author of salvation to all them that obey Him 
— THE GREAT I AM comc dowu to deliver. 
. "We read, in Exodus iv. 31, that " the people 

believed; and when they heard that the Lord had 
visited the children of Israel, and that He had 
looked upon their affliction, then they lowed their 
heads and worshipped^ This is the attitude of 
simple childlike faith, and brings glory to God, 
and salvation to the sinner. We are not to 
reason^ not to argue. I grant you that it is 
wonderful — that it is more t\ia3D. c5o\il\ Vwq^ 
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entered into the heart of man to conceive, that 
God should have so loved the world as to give 
His only begotten Son to die for such as we 
are — that at such a cost He should have pur- 
chased to HimseK the power not only to deliver 
us from the guiLt, punishment, and dominion 
of our sins — ^but to dwell in us by His Spirit, 
— and teach us, and lead us, and never leave 
us, until He has brought us safe into His 
everlasting kingdom. "Well may we inquire. 
Is this what He tells us in His Word? Is 
this His message to me as a sinner, and written 
in His own blood ? But once satisfied that it 
f«— once convinced that ^^thus it is written f"*^ 
and that " thm saith the Lord,^^ then who am 
I, that I should reply against God? These 
Israelites believed, lowed their heads, and wor- 
shipped ; and without reason, or cavil, or 
question, God calls on us to do the same. 

The conflict now begins. The Israelites be- 
lieved God, and were willing to make an effort 
for their deliverance, trusting foir their success 
to the promise and power of Him who had 
come down to deliver them. They agree that 
Moses and Aaron should go in unto Pharaoh, 
and demand that he should let them go. 

Eeader, if you are still m \ii^ ^^y^^-t^ ^^^^^ 
not you, trusting in the t^totd^^^ <^^ *^^ ^wss^'^ 
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Qtodf who has also come down to deliv^ 
you, demand this day of that great spiritui^ 
Pharaoh, the devil, that he should let yo-| 
go. The demand of Moses was a declaratioo 
of war with Pharaoh, for Pharaoh yielded no 
obedience to the God of Israel — and your de- 
mand will be a declaration of war with Satan ; 
but the same God who fought on the side 
of Moses will fight for you ; and Satan can 
no more hold you than Pharaoh could keep 
Israel. 

We read, "Moses and Aaron went in and 
told Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord Qt)d of 
Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold 
a feast to Me in the wilderness. And Pharaoh 
said. Who is the Lord, that I should obey His 
voice to let Israel go? / know not the Zordy 
neither will I let Israel goV 

Such was the first answer of this proud man, 
and he spoke truly when he said, ** I know not 
the Lord ; " neither he, nor any other child of 
Adam ever knew the Lord, until He was re- 
vealed to him by the Lord. (See Matthew 
xi. 27.) The very fact that he would not obey 
the Lord was a proof that he did not Jcnow the 
Lord, But what an acknowledgment ! Do you 
Irnow what it is a man confesses when he says 
^^ does not know the Lord? He cowfM%e% tlwA 
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he is unsaved : that if he were to die as he ts, he 
would perish for ever I 

In the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians 
chap. i. 7, 8, it is written, <' The Lord shall bo 
revealed from heaven, with His mighty angels, 
in flaming Are, taking vengeance on them that 
know not Qod, and that obey not the gospel of 
onr Lord Jesus Christ." This Scripture may 
have escaped your notice; you thought, per- 
haps, that Jesus Christ would come to take 
vengeance only upon the outwardly immoral 
and profane— upon murderers, and adulterers 
— ^upon fornicators, and Sabbath-breakers — 
upon swearers, drunkards, and such like ; but 
that is not the teaching of the Word of Gk)d. 
That Word says, that those who know not Ood^ 
no matter what their moral character may be, 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction. 
And the same Word tells us (John zvii. 3) that 
this is life eternal, — to know God, the only true 
Godf and Jesus Christ whom He hath sent. 

And what is the counsel of this Qod to 
tainners who do not know Him? '< Acquaint 
thyself now with Qod, and be at peace." (Job 
xzii. 21.) All our ignorance, and all our misery 
arises frmn not knowing God. It is because 
men do not know God that tXis^ ^'^ t^^*^ -^vss^* 
to know Him : I believe liieTO w» ^«wso3k^«*^^ 
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would look with the greatest fear and horror 
at the idea of spending an hour in a room 
alone with God. You cannot disturb Satan 
more in an unconverted man than by asking 
him, — " Do YOTJ know the Lobd ? " 

From whence do such men get their notions 
about Gk)d ? Fbom theib own heakts. From 
that heart that is enmity against God. (Bom. 
viii. 7.) From that heart out of which comes 
false witness. (Matt. xv. 19.) From that heart 
which is deceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked (Jer. xvii. 9) : and which is by 
nature filled with a spirit whose object is to lie 
to us while* we are in this world, that in the 
world to come he may destroy us, soul and 
body, for ever. This is the teacher who gives 
to every one of us his natural thoughts about 
God, in order to keep us from wishing to know 
Him. But there is not one word, from Genesis 
to Bevelation, that should lead any one of us 
to be afraid of acquainting himself with Gt)d. 
So far from that, the whole teaching of the 
Bible amoimts to this, — ^that there is no real 
peace, or joy, or aught worthy of the name of 
happiness, but that which arises from knowing 
Gx)d, and Jesus Christ whom He hath sent. I 
can set to my seal that this witness is true ; 
and BO can multitudes ; and so shall every one 
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who has faith to make his own heart a liar, 
and to go to God through Jesus Christ for the 
teaching of His Holy Spirit. 

Let me direct your attention to one thing 
about God : and may His Spirit bless it to you. 
You acknowledge that He is — :that in Him 
you live and move, and have your being — 
that He doth what seemeth Him good. Now 
thinky firsty what has hem yov/r conduct through 
life to this God, who made you that you might live 
FOB His globy; and think, secondly, what must 
he Mis nature, and His eha/racter, when He is stiU 
following you with mercy. He could have cut 
you down at any time : you have seen Him cut 
down your relatives, your friends, your neigh- 
bours; but He has spared yotj. Nay, more, 
He condescends to tell you, in 2 Peter iii. 9, 
what His reason has been for sparing you : He 
is '^ not willing that any should perish, hut that all 
should come to repentance^ And in the 15th 
verse of that same chapter, He bids you to 
cotmt the very fact of His having spared you, 
as a proof that He is still willing to forgive the 
past, and to save you, if you will only now turn 
to Him ; for thus it is there written, " Account 
that the long suffering of our Lord is salvation,*^ 

Pharaoh spoke the truth when he ft«i<l^**\> 
know not the Lord." H.ai >x^ \si^-w^ ^oj^^as. 
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never would hare acted as he did. It is only 
those who know not God, who dare to contend 
with the Almighty. But Pharaoh had to learn 
to know God, and so have you. If you begin 
now, you will learn to know Him as a God of 
love, and mercy, and goodness passing know- 
ledge ; a Grod who will take pleasure in doing 
you service, and will supply all your need 
out of the abundance of His riches in glory, 
by Christ Jesus; but if you neglect to learn 
to know Him while He sits on His mercy 
seat; if you wait till He has risen up, and 
enthroned Himself for judgment — then you 
wiU learn to know Him as a consuming fire. 
Ohf it mil he a fearful thing for the man who 
makes his first acquaintance with God at the day of 
judgment. 

But some will say — " How am I to acquaint 
myself with God P " I answer briefly. By 
studying Him as He has made Himself known 
unto you in His Word; especially as He is 
revealed to you by Jesus Christ, who is "the 
brightness of His glory, and the express image 
of His Person." No man knows "the Father 
save the Son, and he to whomsoever die Son 
wiU reveal Him." (Matthew xi. 27.) 

The study, however, to acquaint yourself 
fFiHi Ood can never be Buccees&d unless you 
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fiitit seek the teaching of the Holy Spirit, — 
for it is written, '^the things of Gbd knoweth 
no man, but the Spirit of Gfod ; " and it is only 
those who receiye this Spirit f promised to M 
who ash for JEKmJy that are able to know the 
things that are freely given to us of Gbd. 
(1 Oor. ii. 11, 12.) All things that are needful 
for our life and salvation are freely given to us 
already y by God in Christ Jesus ; hut we cannot 
know them without the teaching of the Soly Spirit, 
(See on this subject 1 Cor. chapters i., ii., iii., 
beginning at the 16th yerse of 1st chapter.) 

This first attempt of the Israelites to get 
firom imder the yoke of Pharaoh seemed to 
succeed but badly, indeed it rendered their 
position apparently more hopeless. Not only 
did the king of Egypt refuse to let the people 
go, but we read, in Exodus y. 6, that the same 
day he commanded ''the taskmasters of the 
people and their of&cers, saying. Ye shall no 
more giye the people straw to make brick, as 
heretofore ; let them go and gather straw for 
themselves. And the tale of the bricks which 
they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon 
them; ye shall not diminish aught tiiereof, 
for they be idle: therefore they cry, saying. 
Let us go and sacrifice to our God." 

Now that such an oxdex, \&svxdd. \ii ^V«x»s5ti^> 
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should be a great trial, and that Satan should 
take advantage of it to discourage and dis- 
hearten the people, might be expected; still, 
after the faith they had so lately professed in 
God, who could have been prepared for the 
history recorded ? 

The end of Exodus v. tells us, the people ''met 
Moses and Aaron as they came forth from the 
presence of Pharaoh, and said imto them. The 
Lord look upon you, and judge; because ye 
have made our savour to be abhorred in the 
eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his ser- 
vants, to put a sword in their hand to slay us. 
And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, 
Ijord, wherefore hast Thou so evil entreated 
this people ? why is it that Thou hast sent me ? 
For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Thy 
name, he hath done evil to this people : neither 
hast Thou delivered this people at all." 

Oh, what an account, not of the people only, 
but of Moses also ! What language could have 
been more dishonouring to God ! What reply 
could they have made to Him, if He had cast 
them off for ever ! And in what had this sin 
its origin? In unbelief! These Israelites had 
already forgot **I AM," and believed more 
in the visible power of Pharaoh than in the 
inviBible powQT of God. 
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Beader, beware! The trial is common to 
Christians, and these Israelites are ''Otjb- 

SELVES : A PIOTUBE." 

But how does God act ? Does He cast them 
off for ever ? Instead of casting off, He forgave 
their imbelief, and instead of reproof sent them 
another precious promise. 

''Then the Lord said imto Moses (Exodus 
vi. 1), "Now shalt thou see what I will do to 
Pharaoh." Not to f/ou, observe! — but "to 
Pharaoh.'* " Say imto the children of Israel, 
I am the Lord, and I mil bring you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians, and / 
ipill rid you out of their bondage, and I will 
redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with 
great judgments. And I will take you to Me 
for a people, and I will be to you a God : and 
ye shall ^ow that I am the Lord your Gbd, 
which bringeth you out from under the burdens 
of the Egyptians ; and I will bring you in imto 
the land, concerning the which I did swear to 
give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob ; and 
I will give it to you for an heritage : I am the 
Lord.'' 

What could be more explicit or encouraging 
than this promise ? It is God alone who can 
say *M WILL," with the certainty \5aaJ;» '^R^ia^^^^ 
willflr shall most surely comi^ ^ ^w»* V^si^ 
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wlien He says ^^ I will he yowr Ood,^^ and " ^ou 
shall he my pet^le,^^ where is the power ia 
heayen, or earth, or hell, that can hinder it ? 
And He does say so to eveiy one who is willing 
to rest upon JBKs Word, As I haye said before, 
it is not what we arey that we are to look at. 
Our burden, our bondage, our impossibilities 
are all permitted by God, and will work to- 
gether for our good ; but .we are to look not at 
these, but at what Qod eays: and He says to 
eyery sinner under the sim, no matter how 
loaded with sin or tied and bound by Satan— - 
Only believe my Word, as declared in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and I wiU deliver you, 
and you shall he one of my people, and I will be 
your God, 




IV. 



2D]^je C^ttflirf, 



IN spite of all that Moses could* say or do, 
Pharaoh, made up his mind to rebel against 
GK)d. He determined to enter into conflict 
with this imknown God, and not to let the 
children of Israel go. What happened ? 

First, GK)d sent Moses to him with a word : 
that would not do. Then with a sign : Aaron 
cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and it be- 
came a serpent : that would not do. And then 
came a blow — and then another — and another 
— and another : until at last — his country de- 
vastated, his people wasted, his own flrst-bom 
son a corpse, and not a house in Egypt in which 
there was not one dead, he rises up in the 
night, distracted by the terrors of liie Lord, 
calls for Moses and Aaron, and cries — ''Get 
you forth from among my people, both ye and 
the children of Israel, and go, serre the Lord 
as ye have said." The Lord gette^ Himself 
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the victory, as He ever must get ; but oh., how 
much better would it have been for Pharaoh if 
he had obeyed Him at the first, and let the 
people go, according to the Word of the Lord. 

Now one of the many solemn lessons we leam 
from the history of Pharaoh is this, — ^If God is 
determined to bring us out to be His people, 
nothing can prevent Him; and if we will not 
give ourselves to Him at His Word, He will 
send A BLOW. 

I have often thought, and I believe I am not 
far wrong, that the reason why we see so many 
of God's dear children a poor, sickly, and af- 
flicted people, arises from the fact that God has 
been obliged to strike them before they would 
come out from the world. Long before they 
came out they knew that God was calling them 
— ^but they would not come. He called them 
in youth : He called them when they had 
health, and strength, and energies, and activ- 
ities — and they would not come. Then some- 
thing occurred that made them think for a little 
while, and they were almost persuaded — ^but 
they did not come. Then came a trouble— and, 
like Pharaoh, they said they would ; but when 
Gx)d removed His hand, like Pharaoh, they 
broke their word to God ; and then came this 
^nai and then came that ; line ui^ou 'Nxciib^ %xA. 
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precept upon precept — ^until, by the grace and 
mercy of Qod, and through affliction sanctified 
by the Holy Ghost, at last they came out and 
gave themselves to God. But,, oh, how much 
better would it have been, both for His glory 
and I3ieir own spiritual welfare, if they had 
come to Him when He first called them hy His 
Word, 

If you, oh reader, know anything of this ex- 
perience, I beseech you to weigh well what I 
am saying. One of two things will surely 
happen to you if you continue to refuse to give 
yourself to God : He will either strike you or 
LET YOU ALONE. Many, blessed be God, con- 
strained by the love of Christ, and by the Word 
of the Gospel of His Grace, have come to God 
without a blow. But if you will not so come, 
better far the blow than that God should let you 
alone. This is the only hopeless state on earth, 
— ^for the man whom God lets alone, will let Qod 
alone, I believe there are multitudes of people 
in the world who are "let alone" of God. 
They once had some good thoughts and good 
desires ; but they resisted the Holy Ghost, or 
backslided. The Holy Ghost said to them — 
" Harden not your hearts." They heard His 
words, and they hardened tkeit \i'&«s\»»\i^N:^fn&sv- 
Btanding, and from ttiat tim^ ^i!tL«^ V«^^ ^«^«l 
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had any good thoughts : the world may hf 
prospered with them, they have had lit 
trouble or trial, — hut they have been let alone 
Oody and in consequence they have quite forgot 
Sim* Their hearts are hardened, 

I believe that many people have lived tc 
very old age, and spent what the world c£ 
very happy lives, after they had been ^*let al 
of God.^* It has never troubled them — H 
probably have never known it, or thou§ 
about it. As others have fallen aroimd th* 
they have chuckled over their yet strong hea 
and buoyant spirits, and boasted how rni 
heartier and happier they were than ma 
younger: — a short time afterwards a ne'v 
paper paragraph announces their calm a 
peaceful death. They had no trials in their l\ 
they had no hands in their death, — tttrtk fd 

TKTAL WAS HELL FIBE. 

Oh, these are most awful thoughts, a 
perhaps disturb you, lest you should be of 1 
number of those who are let alone of God. 
they do, yotj abb not yet let alone: 
then you would have neither thought nor ft 
about the matter. No words of mine coi 
rouse you. Such thoughts and fears t 
prompted by the Holy Spirit; and he yi 
hsu them may be sure, no matter wKat K\« f 
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life inMvy have heeftj that he is not yet left of Gk>d. 
The devil or the heart never prompts such 
thoughts or fears as these: they are good 
thoughts^ and come down from God. But oh, 
he careful of them / " Seek ye the Lord while 
He may be found ; call ye upon Him while 
He is near." If you are thinking of Him, it is 
a proof that He is thinking of you ; and if you 
will close with His offer of mercy in Jesus 
Christ noWf He will forgive and accept you 
now, — ^for the Holy Ghost says, *^JVbw is the 
accepted time: now is the day of salvation." 
But beware of again letting these good thoughts 
go ; if you do, they may be yowr last, and God 
may for the future let tou aloke : and be 
you certain there is no more awful thing on 
this side of hell than to be let alone by Gt)d. 

This ^'letting alone ^* is called by Moses, in 
his history of the children of Israel, ** hardening 
the heart." Again and again we read — " the 
Lord hardened the heart of Pha/raoh : " this meanly 
God left him to himself— God let his heart alone. 

No man needs to have his heart any harder 
than it is by nature, in order to make him 
resist the commandments of Gt)d. Nothing 
can make the natural heart of man harder than 
it is. In the day that man fell^ Qo^ V^^Vs^sn.^ 
and Satan entered iato \sini^ ^sA xa»^ ^^^sja 
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heart bo hard that no power in heaven or earth 
has ever been able either to soften or to break 
it. God Siimelf never attempts it. This is a 
fact not sufficiently recognized by Christians; 
but nevertheless, it is a fact — ^that God never 
attempts to soften our old hearts, or to make 
them better. When He has a purpose of mercy 
towards a man, He gives Him a new heart. 
Thus the promise is (Ezekiel xxxvi. 26), "A 
new heart will I give you, and a new spirit 
wiU I put within you." Every saved man and 
woman on the earth is "a new creature." (2 
Cor. V. 17.) He has experienced the new birth 
— ^he has been created anew ; he has a new heart 
and a new nature, which produce new affections, 
and new obedience, springing &om new motives, 
'i Old things have passed away, and all things 
have become new. " " Unless a man is horn again^ 
he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

Now Pharaoh had not been bom again, and 
was a iype of every natural man, and only 
acted as every natural man always has acted, 
and ever will act. Let Gx)d leave any man to 
the power of his own heart, and he -will in- 
variably do what Pharaoh did — that is, jtjst 
WHAT HE UKES — ^and that, not only in the face 
o£ the plagues of Egypt, but in the face of 

^VEBZJLSTma DAWSTATION. 
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I read of no one who up to his day had more 
done for him, to teach him to know the Lord, 
than Pharaoh. If any one on earth should 
have believed that the God of the Hebrews 
was the one living and true God, Pharaoh was 
that man. Under the teaching of Moses, and 
seeing such wonders and miracles before his 
eyes, he should have believed for the very 
work's sake. But no : his was the carnal mind 
that is enmity against God, and only grew 
harder and harder under that which should 
have sofbened it. 

Thus it has ever been. Man hears again and 
again the threatenings of God against sin : he 
is put in mind of coming death, and of the 
judgment-day to follow ; he is warned from 
the Word of God, that except he repent he 
shall most surely perish; and that not only 
the wicked shall be turned into hell, but all 
the people that forget God. (Psalm ix. 17.) 
And then he is told of the love and mercy of 
.Qx>d; that though he has destroyed himself, 
if he wiU believe God, there is not only hope, 
but certain salvation for him; salvation not 
only from the guilt and punishment of sin, 
but also £rom its power ; that the promise is — 
"Sin shall not have dominion over ^o\l\" isvt 
" Gfod BO loved the wot\3l ^«A. ^^ ^«??^ "S^^ 
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only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have eyerlasting 
life." 

And what are the consequences that follow 
this preaching? By the grace and mercy of 
Gbd some receive the message ; some believe, 
and are saved ; but too many reject the counsel 
of God against themselves, and are hardened* 
The same message that is the savour of life 
to the one is the savour of death to the other. 
At this very moment what you are reading 
is either doing you good, or hardening your 
heart. It is in the very nature of God's messages 
to do so. If we believe and receive them, they 
will draw us to Him who sends them ; but if 
we reject them, we acquire a power to go on 
rejecting them, and every successive rejection 
renders it less likely that we shall ever receive 
them at aU. 

Tet can any one accuse me of injustice, 
because the Gospel which I preach hardens 
him, while it softens and saves another? 
Surely not: the offer is to the one as much 
as to the other. Bather let such a man cry 
mightily to God, and beg Him to give him a 
new heart. 

Pharaoh was " without God in the world," 
so that Satan led him captive at \n& ^^n!il\ vcid 
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Satan leads every man in the same way, wlio 
is without the Spirit of Gbd : but had Pharaoh 
gone to God, Gtod would not have rejected 
him ; neither will He reject any man, let his 
present heart be what it may, who goes to 
Him for a new one through Jesus Christ. 
(John xiv. 6.) 

We have seen what were the consequences 
of the first attempt of Moses and the children 
of Israel to escape from the bondage of the 
Egyptians. So far £rom letting the people go, 
Pharaoh was aroused into active rebellion 
against Gk)d, and the situation of the poor 
Israelites became apparently more hopeless 
than ever. But we have seen also what God 
gave them for their consolation : His Wobd. 
His Woed that he woum) Iring them out from 
under their burdens; His Wobd that He would 
take them to Sim to he Hie people ; His Wobd 
that He WOULD he their God, and that He would 
hring them into the promised land. 

To every man amongst them that believed 
His Word, He ftdfilled His promise ; and He 
will fulfil the same promise to every man, 
woman, and child on earth, who is willing to 
be delivered from the bondage of sin and 
Satan, and, trusting in the Word of th^ Lwd^\i5k 
start for the kingdom oi ^vd^N^'OL. 
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God sent His word to Pharaoli — ^^ Let my 
people yo," and Pharaoh refused to obey ; then 
GK)d sent again — not a Mow, but a sign or 
proof that the message was from Him. ''And 
Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and 
Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and 
before his servants, and it became a serpent." 
This was great mercy, and should have sof- 
tened Pharaoh. ' ' God does not afflict willingly, 
nor grieye the children of men." (Lam. iii. 33.) 
He would rather bring us to Himsdlf by 
the cords of love, if we will be drawn by them ; 
but if we will not. His purposes will, for all 
that, most surely be accomplished; and we 
may be certain if we neglect His Word, that 
sooner or later His judgments wiU follow. 

Pharaoh paid as Httle attention, however, to 
the sign as he did to the message ; his object 
indeed was to prove that the gods of Egypt 
were the true gods, rather than the God of 
Israel. 

''Then Pharaoh also called the wise men, 
and the sorcerers. Now the magicians of 
Egypt, they also did in like manner with 
their enchantments; " and though Aaron's rod 
swallowed up their rods, yet because his ma- 
gicians could so far imitate the acts of Moses, 
I^haraob reiiised to believe. 
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Do not many in the present day act exactly 
in the same manner? False professors and 
imitators of God's people, men who hare a 
form of godliness without the power, do, like 
the magicians of Pharaoh, things' which bring 
the Word of God into disrepute ; and imme- 
diately the world cries out that there is no 
such thing as true reHgion, that all its professors 
are either hypocrites or self-deceivers. And 
why is this ? For the same reason that Pharaoh 
refused to belieye Moses : therf do not wish to 
believe the religion of the Bihle to he true. It 
comes to them in the name of the living Gt)d, 
and under penalty of His curse commands 
them to do what they do not like, and ta 
leave undone what they do like : and they do 
not wish to be compelled to believe it, for if 
they do, they have no excuse for not obeying 
it. Many, like Pharaoh's magicians, can and' 
do imitate it up to a certain point. These 
changed their rods into serpents, the water 
into blood, and brought up frogs on the land ; 
but they coxdd go no farther. And so men 
now can say and do a great deal that looks 
like true religion: but when they are called 
upon to take up the cross and follow Jesus; 
to cast out self, and to i^Todxxa^ ^^ ^a^ciHa. '^ 
the Spirit ; having no TO«i "^^tl*^ ^^ssass^ "^^^^ 
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Him from whom all true power is derived, and 
without whom we can do nothing, their folly 
is manifest imto all men, as was the folly of 
Jannes and Jambres. (See 2 Tim. iii. 1 — 10.) 

Pharaoh not only refused to obey the word of 
God, and let the people go ; but refused also to 
believe the sign that the message of Moses was 
the Word of God ; and so at length God begins 
to deal with him in judgment. Aaron is com- 
manded to stretch out his rod over the waters, 
that they may become blood, and he does so. 

This first judgment seems to have had but 
little effect upon Pharaoh; probably because 
it did not interfere with his own personal 
comfort so much as it did with that of the 
great masses of the people, — for water it 
appears could be got by digging, and the 
king would be the first supplied; but God's 
second judgment, the plague of the frogs, which 
were upon him as weU as upon his people, 
compelled for the moment at least his atten- 
tion, and forced from him a promise that if 
the affliction were removed, he would obey 
the commands of the Lord. 

"Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters 

of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered 

the land. Then Pharaoh called for Moses and 

Aaron, and eaid, Entreat the Xioxd likaX. "H^ 
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may take away the frogs from me, and from 
my people, and I will let the people go, that 
they may do sacrifice imto the Lord." 

So said Pharaoh, and perhaps he meant it 
at the moment : but little did he know his own 
heart. No sooner was the affliction gone, than 
the determination to obey God was gone also. 
Moses and Aaron did pray to the Lord for him, 
and the Lord heard their prayer, and removed 
the plague ; but **when Pharaoh saw that there 
was a recite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened 
not. unto them.** (Exod. viii. 15.) 

How many are there, the religious experience 
of whose past life exactly coincides with that 
of Pharaoh up to this point of his history? 
Perhaps, reader, you are one. God sent to you 
by the mouth of pious parents, or godly Mends, 
or ministers, and spoke to you about the con- 
cerns of your soxd. These urged you, as Moses 
did Pharaoh, in the name of the Lord, to give 
up persons, and places, and things, that were 
separating between you and Him, and to let 
everything go that kept you from Christ, and 
hindered your soul's salvation ; and you would 
not: then came a blow. In some shape or 
other God laid His hand heavily upon you; 
and under a sense of Buffencm^ ^OMT^c^^'o^^'t^^ 
jronr sin, and cried unto t\ie liat^> igt^\ssisfli% 
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that if He would take away your affliction^ He 
should be your God, and you would lead a new 
life, and be obedient to His commandments. 
God heard your prayer, and the sickness was 
removed or the trial was taken away ; but you- 
have forgotten the vows that you made when 
you were in trouble, and have gone back to the 
old places, and the old people, and the old 
habits. 

I say, oh reader, this may be what you have 
done. If so, I beseech you to pause and 
consider your position: what is it to end in? 
Oh, arise now, and cry mightily for mercy in 
the name of Jesus, before God strikes you 
again, or leaves you for ever in Satan's power. 

When Pharaoh saw that there waa respite, 
he hardened his heart, and barkened not to 
Moses and Aaron ; and then Gx)d sent another 
judgment on him. "And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, 
and smite the dust of the land, that it may 
become lice throughout all the land of Egypt." 
And they did so, for Aaron stretched out his 
hand, with his rod, and smote the dust of the 
earth, and it became lice in man and in beast. 

Then said the magicians unfco Pharaoh, 
frhan ihej found that they coxdd no longer 
imiiiate with their enchantmentB I3aft '^otka qI 
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Moses and Aaron, — " This w thefing&r of God,** 
''And Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he 
hearkened not unto them." (Ex. viii. 19.) 

What a picture ! a man, with God's hand so 
evidently upon him in judgment, that his very 
friends and old companions in sin are con- 
strained to cry out — "This is the finger of 
God : " and he himself so blinded and so hard- 
ened as not to see it or hearken ! Surely we can 
find nothing like this amongst ourselves. Yes! 
many are there upon whom the hand of God is 
laid in heavy judgment, and these judgments 
the direct consequences of their own sins, who 
still persist in their reckless wickedness, while 
their companions stand by and shudder. Oh, 
Mend, is it possible that you can be one of 
these ! K so, do not despair. Humble yourself 
under the mighty hand of Gt>d, and He will 
yet exalt you. Eesist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and He will 
draw nigh to you. It is not yet too late. These 
judgments would have been mercies to Phcu^aoh 
if they had led him to forsake his sins, and 
submit himself to God; and so shall all your 
trials and miseries be turned into the greatest 
blessings, if instead of going on in wickedness 
you will even now go to 3^u^ Cj\£r\&\>. 

Pharaoh hardened Iub \ift«K^ wtA«t *Qkv^ 
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judgment also : and again God sends another. 
** And the Lord said unto Moses, Bise up early 
in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh, and 
say unto him. Thus saith the Lord — ^Let my 
people go, that they may serve Me : else if 
thou wilt not let my people go, behold I will 
send swarms of flies upon thee, and upon thy 
servants, and upon thy people, and into thy 
houses ; and the houses of the Egyptians shall 
be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground 
whereon they are. And I will sever in that 
day the land of Goschen, in which my people 
dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there, 
to the end thou mayest know that I am the 
Lord in the midst of the earth. And I will 
put a division between my people and thy 
people; to-morrow shall this sign be. And 
the Lord did so ; and there came a grievous 
swarm of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and 
into his servants' houses, and into all the land 
of Egypt : the land was corrupted by reason 
of the swarm of flies." 

Now, I believe a man is often brought into 
such a state of mind, that while he is in it he 
dares not go on in opposition to God. Divers 
are the causes that may produce it ; but where 
the Spirit of God has not changed the heart, 
the effect of such a state is -am-^ex^b)^! ^^ 
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Bame. Instead of yielding himself entirely to God, 
the man tries to temporize: his thought is, — 
How little can I yield to God, and yet deliver 
myself from His judgment r — How can I 
escape hell, and yet keep as much of my own 
way as possible ? 

This is never the calcxdation of a soul truly 
awakened by the Holy Ghost. It is true 
indeed that the fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of wisdom, and that the blessed promise 
has passed the lips of our precious Saviour, 
that him that cometh to Him, He will in no 
wise cast out ; so that, no matter what is the 
motive that brings us to Him, if we only go to 
Simy He will give us faith, and life, and light, 
and love, and every other thing we need for 
our salvation. But let none think they are 
bom again, whose obedience to God springs 
from no higher motive than a mere slavish 
fear of punishment. Let not such despair, but 
as sinners go to Christ, and believing in Him, 
ask that the love of God may be shed abroad 
in their hearts by the Holy Ghost ; and, doing 
so, let them not fear, for the promise is theirs, 
— "you shall have: " but the religion that 
springs from nothing but a slavish fear of 
punishment, is the reUgion. oi \3£i^ T^sa^^scc^ 
heart of man when tiie 'kaxiOi oi ^^^Ss^ q^\ssss. 



56 THE OONFLIOT. 

— and when the cause of fear is gone it will 
influence him no longer. 

Such was the religion of Pharaoh. Blow 
had followed blow in rapid succession, and the 
judgments of the Lord were heavy upon him. 
He was obliged also to confess that when the 
Lord sent troubles and trials He could put a 
difference between His people and others, and 
in the midst of evil so preserve His own that 
no plague should come nigh their dwelling. 
He saw that there were no flies in the houses 
of the children of Israel, or on the land of 
Goschen, where they dwelt; and he began to 
think that it would be better to be reconciled 
to the God of Israel, if it coxdd only be 
managed without much self-sacriflce. In this 
state of mind he sends for Moses, and proposes 
to him a compbokise. 

" And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron^ 
and saidf Go ye, eaertfiee to your Ghd in thb 

LAND." 




V. 



%^t ^mt €om]^amms. 



THE FIRST. 

**Ooye and 8acr\flce to your Ood in the Land." 



NOW this is the first of four compromises 
that Pharaoh endeavoured to make with 
God, in order to avoid obeying, in its sim- 
ple sense. His commandment — ^^Zet the people 
yo; " and I beseech you to give me your pray- 
erful attention while I bring the whole four 
before you, and endeavour to show how pre- 
cisely similar they are to the compromising 
suggestions still injected into us by Satan. 

As God called Israel of old to come out of 

Egypt, so He now calls on His people to come 

out from the world ; and the same struggle is 

yet going on between the natural man and 

jh)d's Spirit in the heart of tha svimaT^ ^s^^^^s^* 

n be^een Pharaolx and QfO^ m ^^\«5i.^ ^"^ 
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Egypt. The sinner is awakened, he is afraid 
of God's judgments, he has become anxious 
about his soul, he wishes to be a Christian: 
but then he wishes also to keep the world. 
What is to be done ? Satan whispers tc 
him what he prompted Pharaoh to propose 
to Moses, — ** Sacrifice to your God in the 

LAND." 

Now every one of us may receive it as 6 
fundamental truth of God, that such a com- 
promise is simply impossible: you cannot servt 
God and maynmon. There are two distinci 
kingdoms on earth, and only two, and each 
kingdom has its own ruler. The one is the 
kingdom of this world, of which Satan is the 
prince ; the other is the kingdom of God'g 
dear Son, of which Jesus Christ is King. The 
subjects of these two are at utter variance : 
they have no single thing in common. Theii 
belief, their habits, their customs, their laws, 
their opinions, their pursuits, their aims arc 
aU antagonistic; the objects of the one arc 
temporal, the objects of the other are eternal: 
and what makes for the welfare of the one ij 
proportionately hurtful to the interests of the 
other. As well might a man profess to be 8 
^ood and loyal subject to his sovereign while 
openly Bghting against him. in ^^ T«i!ik& ^ 
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his enemies, as for a man to call himself a 
Christian whose conduct and conversation is 
according to the course of this world, and who 
makes no endeavour to separate himself from 
the impenitent and the ungodly. 

I know that I have now come to a part of 
my subject which is sure to stir up the enmity 
of Satan, for it strikes at the very root of his 
power and dominion. He will allow people, 
with little hindrance £rom him, to go great 
lengths in religion ; they may do many things 
that look peculiar and strange in the eyes of 
the world, if they will only remain in the world 
and do them : for so long as they do that, they 
are still his subjects : their religion may bring 
quiet to their consciences, but well he knows 
that it will never save their souls. 

But what an opposition does Satan raise in 
the heart, when the Spirit of God tells a man 
that He wiU not be satisfied with anything 
short of his coming out from the world; that 
the command to those He receives is, — " Come 
out from among them, and be ye separate, 
and touch not the unclean thing." (2 Cor. vi. 17.) 
What struggles he makes to effect a compro- 
mise, and to avoid the direct conclusion from 
this and such-like Scriptures. 0\l<j Vo^ ts^^bss^j 
conaoiences there aie fliat "b^wc ^^infeas?» *vi*QK^ 
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truth of what I am saying! Well they do 
know that the religion that tells them they 
can remain in the world, and yet serve GK>d 
acceptably, is mere self-deception ; that Gk>d 
demands their separation, and will be satisfied 
with nothing less. But though they know it, 
yet, like Pharaoh they cannot make up their 
minds to let everything go : they are still, and 
peradventure have long been, trying to effect 
a compromise, and the consequence has been 
they have never yet really come out ; they are 

STILL IN THE LAND. 

Oh, let such pause, and consider the import 
of these words — "still in the land." It 
is very simple, but very awful. It is still 
IN Satan's kinodom — still in Satan's powee. 
Like Herod, you have listened to faithful 
preachers, and done many things; like Felix, 
you have trembled; like Agrippa, you have 
been almost persuaded to become a Christian ; 
but you know in your heart of hearts that you 
have never thoroughly come out from Egypt — 
that you are still in the land, and consequently 

STILL UNSAVED. 

But some will say — ^What is the world? 
How would you define that from which you 
tell us we must separate ? 

Now, I believe that every man knows quite 
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well what Gbd means by the world, if he will 
only be honest ; but he asks the question in 
the same spirit that Pharaoh asked of Moses 
** Who are they that shall go ? *' His hope is 
that the answer may not be quite so sweeping 
and imcompromising as his own conscience 
teaches him it must be. 

I would define the world to be a coupotjkd 

OF PERSONS, AND PLACES, AND PURSUITS WHICH 
DO NOT GLORIFY GoD, AND WHICH BRING NO 
HONOUR TO THE NAME OF JeSUS. 

That man cannot he said to he coming out from 
the world who hahittMlly associates, on terms of 
intimacy and friendship, with persons to whom he 
cannot freely talk about Jesus. 

That man cannot he said to he coming out from 
the world who seeks his amusement in places to 
which he knows it would he mockery to ask Jesus to 
go with him. 

That man cannot he said to he coming out from 
the world who, for the sake of any temporal advan- 
tage, engages in pursuits on which he cannot kneel 
down and ask God^s hlessing. 

Or let us take the converse. 

Me who, under the guidance of the Spirit of 
God, chooses his companions from those whose con- 
duct and conversation evicfence tKot t"Ke^j ^•Q''^* ^^^ 
Zord/ 
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He who, "believing the promise that Jesua is with 
His people alway, refuses to mix for his own 
pleasure in societies, or go to places where he has 
reason to think His Holy Spirit might he grieved ; 

He who, knowing that it will profit a man 
nothing if he gains the whole world and loses his 
own soul, seeks, before all the honours and riches ^ 
the earth, the kingdom of God, and the righteousness 
thereof, may be said to be ENDEAVOUBiNa to 

OBEY THE COMMANDMENT, AND TO BE OOMTNG OUT 
FBOM THE WORLD. 

I know that, in opposition to tliis, it may 
with truth be urged that Jesus did not so come 
out. When He was on the earth He mixed 
with all classes of people ; He accepted invita- 
tions from Scribes and Pharisees, publicans and 
sinners ; He went everywhere, and to every one 
that asked Him. And so He did : and I say 
to you, **Go thou and do likewise,'' only ^o in 
the Spirit of Jesus, and the question whether 
or not you shall come out from the world will 
not be left for you to settle. 

Jesus went into the world with but one aim 
and one object : namely, to bring glory to Ood^ 
to reflect His image, and to try and do good to 
sinners, Jesus went into the world to testify 
o£ it, that its deeds were evil. Never was He 
Jong" in any man's house wi^oxiAi \iv\xq^\xss£^^ 
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spiritual conyersation. No matter what the 
company, He rebuked hypocrisy, showed up 
sin in its true colours, and spake boldly for 
His Heavenly Father: if you can honestly 

SAY THAT YOTJ ABB DETERMINED TO TBY AND 

DO THE SAME, I do uot tcU you to Separate 
from the world. On the contrary, live in it 
AS NOT OF IT. Go iuto the world as much as 
you will, and as much as you can ; but if you 
act out your purpose with a single eye, the 
world will very soon sepa/rate from you. 

It is quite possible to have the name of 
being more religious than your neighbours, 
and yet for the sake of other qualifications 
attractive to the world, to be both received and 
courted, — but this is possible only so long as 
you neither say nor do anything that can further 
the ends of Christianity : once let the manner 
of your speech and conduct be habitually such 
as is likely either to awaken worldly people, 
or to arouse and quicken the slumbering people 
of God who may have been enticed amongst 
them, and you will very soon find yourself sepa- • 
rated from the world, for the world will separate 
from you. As they cast out Jesus so they will 
cast out you. A life so like His will be a per- 
petual condemnation of their' tt, «jdA. ^3ckjs^ ^^^^^ 
not tolereLte it. You To.a've otA^ ^ ^o-tass^s^^^ 
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it, in order to be hated and avoided ; or if ap- 
proached, to be approached as Jesus was — ^to 
entangle you in your talk, that they may have 
somewhat whereof to accuse you. 

A story was told me, some time ago, of a 
man who was requested by his friend to call 
upon another who had lately come to reside 
in his neighbourhood, and who had the cha- 
racter of being something more than a merely 
nominal Christian. I have reason to believe 
this story to be quite true. "No," was the 
reply: **I will not call on that man. I hate 
him. / understand he h never ten minutes in the 
room with anybody hefore he begins to speak to them 
about Jesus Christ, ^^ 

Now the man who made this reply was no 
worse than his neighbours, but only said what 
is in the heart of every unconverted man. 
There is nothing that the natural man hates so 
much as an attempt to speak to him about 
Jesus Christ. Nothing will make him associate 
with a man who he thinks likely to do it. The 
only part of a Christian that such men ever 
like is the unrenewed pa/rty — the part that is not 
like Jesus, Unfortunately there is too much of 
this part in Christians; but in proportion as 
yon reject Jesus, so in proportion will they 
avoid and hate you. And \£ "L a^^ ^.teijmi^Ilo 
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professes to be one of God's people remaiiiing 
in intimate fellowship and communion with the 
world, I feel compelled to believe one of these 
two things, — either that the professor himself 
is a hypocrite, or self- deceived, and so no 
Christian at all; or that Jesus Christ did not 
speak the truth when He said — ^^ No man can 
serve two master 8 ^ 




VI. 



Wgt ^anx €om'gxomm. 



THE SECOND, THE THIRD, THE P0T7RTH. 



Phasaoh's next attempt at compromise was 
very like the first, and its object is so 
self-evident that I need say little about it. 
The hand of the Lord was still heavy upon 
him, and he was in fear of farther judgments. 
He saw that on no terms would it be permitted 
that the people should remain in the land, 
and so he proposes to let them go in such a 
fashion as shall at once appease and satisfy 
God, and yet put no impassable barrier be- 
tween him and them. *' And Pharaoh said, I 
will let you go, that ye may sacrifice to the 
Lord your God in the wilderness, only ye 

SHALL NOT GO VEEY FAB AWAY." (ExoduS viii. 

Now to what did this amounts Iioill ccmeen^ 
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to ymur. going out of Egypty since I dar$ no hnger 
keep you in it, hut stay so close upon my border 
that our separation shdU he hut nominal. This 
was the substance of Pharaoh's proposition, 
and it is a proposition to which nianj< haye 
acceded; they have gone out of the world as 
to its usual routine of daily outward folly and 
tmgodliness, but only so far. that upon suffi- 
cient inducement, be it either for pleasure or 
for profit, they can and do return to it. Moses 
rejected such a compromise. He knew tba4) it 
would not save the peo|^. Have you acc^pjbed 

it? If so, DO YOU THno; IT WrUi SAVB YOIT? 

After the removal of the judgment th^t had 
wrung thU ofEer fromhim,. the heart of Pharaoh 
seems. to. have become less and les9 impressible. 
Blow followed blow in rapid succession, yet all 
to no purpose. The Lord laid His hand upon 
the horses, the a^ses, the camels, the oxen, 
the sheep; a^ad all the cattle in the land of 
Egypt died. But still we read — ''The heart 
of Phfira(^ was. hardened, and he djd uot let 
the peoplei go." 

Then God sent. upon him bodily, affliction; 
a judgmont upon; his person, and uppi^ the 
perso^s of his people. Mose9. stood before 
him, and took ashes of the fomaqe, and 
sprinkled it up towards TieaNen, wA S^XiWKss^ 
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a boil breaking forth with blains ; and the boil 
was upon the magicians, so that the magicians 
could not stand before Moses, and it was also 
upon all the Egyptians ; but still he hearkened 
not to God. And then came the /earful judg- 
ment of the hail. '^ Moses stretched forth his 
rod towards heaven, and the Lord sent thunder 
and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground ; 
so there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, 
very grievous. And the hail smote throughout 
all the land of Egypt all that was in the field, 
both man and beast, and the hail smote every 
herb of the field, and broke every tree of the 
field ; only in the land of Goschen, where the 
children of Israel were, was there no hail." 

This fearful judgment did indeed cause 
Pharaoh to send for Moses and Aaron, and 
drew from him the confession, " I have sinned," 
and the prayer, " Entreat the Lord ; " yet no 
sooner did he see that ^* the rain, and the hail, 
and the thimders were ceased," than ''he sin- 
ned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and 
his servants, neither would he let the children 
of Israel go." (Exod. ix. 27—34.) 

May God the Spirit teach us the lessons to 

be learned from these awful histories. It is a 

certam fact, and one that I fear many who 

-aiaj- read tbia book have proved Vsi \JtxBvi Qva 
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past experience, that the more a man resists God^ 
the more ahle he gets to resist Him ; so that the 
things which could, and peradventure once did 
awaken him, are now not only powerless, but 
actually make him harder. Let such an one 
remember that he is fighting against God, and 
that in the end God will most surely get Him- 
self the victory. As He had determined that, 
in spite of all the opposition of Pharaoh, the 
Israelites should be separated from the Egyp- 
tians, so He has determined that every man 
shall be separated from his sins. Of course I 
refer here to the pleasures of sin : the nature 
of the last will remain unchanged for ever. If 
he will let them go now, and seek God's mercy 
through Jesus Christ, God will forgive his sins, 
and save him, the sinner, to be to the praise of 
His kindness through the ages of etemiiy ; but 
if not, they will be wrenched fiom. him in the 
day of death ; and then what will he think of 
those things for the sake of which he has lost 
his soul ? Oh, I beseech you, submit yourself 
to God, and give up your sins, lest you be 
hardened ! 

This last visitation, however, seems to have 
made for the time at least some impression, — 
if not upon Pharaoh hiniB©\i, a\» «Si ^-^^Ti^a^xs:^^'^ 
hiB servants ; for we find N?\i.«iL oo^a^^'^ ^j^^S^- 
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ment was l^ireatened, and Moses httVing de- 
nounced it, had gone out from the presence of 
Pharaoh, the king, at the instigation of his 
servants, recalled him, and proposed his THiBt» 

OOICPROMISE. 

''And Moses and Aaron came in unto Pha- 
raoh, and sedd unto him. Thus saith the Lord 
God of the Hebrews, How long wilt thou re- 
fuse to humble thyself before Me? let my 
peojde go, that they may Ererve Me. ^ilse, if 
thou refose to let my people go, behold, to- 
morrow I wiU bring the locusts into thy coast : 
and he turned himself, and went out from Pharaoh. 
And Pharaoh's servants said unto him. How 
long shall this man be a snare unto us ? let 
the men go, that they may serve the Lord their 
God : knowest thou not that Egypt is destroyed ? 
And Moses atid Aaron were brought again 
unto Pharaoh : and he said tmto them. Go, 
serv^ the Lord your God : btjt who abb thssy 

THAT SHALL GO ? " 

Oh, how desperately wicked, and how wil- 
fully blind is the ndtural heart of man ! Pha- 
raoh knew well enough what it was l^t G^d 
reg^uired of him, and what he was to let go, 
and 90 do eeery one of us. The cmswer of Moses 
23 the azhswer for all ages, cciv^ «iW. eaa^ i '< We 
^f^ go wiih our young, bjA m^ o^sa OAl^ 
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with Our sons and with our daughters, with 
our flocks and with our herds will we go, for 
we must hold a feast unto the Lord." It is a 
sweeping and conclusive answer, but nothing 
less will do. It includes all that we have, and 
all that we are. It is, in substance, what Jesus 
said to the multitude, — ** Whosoever he be of 
you that forsaketh not all that he hath, cannot 
be my disciple " (Liike xiv. 23) ; and the de- 
mand Was replied to by Pharaoh, a.s it is often 
replied to now, with what I understand to be 
an oath. 

And he said unto them, ^^ Let the Lord he so, 
with you, as I will let you go, and yowr little 
ones ; look to it, for evil is before you.^^ As if he 
had said, **If I do, — if I let you go, and your 
little ones, let the Lord be altogether against 
me, and with you." This seems to me but a 
lengthened form of the damnation we so 
often hear men invoke upon themselves in 
the present day, and which has been common 
blasphemy from Pharaoh's time to our own. 
" Let the Lord be so with you, as I will let you go, 
and your little ones. Not so : go now ye that are 
men, and serve the Lord; for that ye did desire J^ 
(Exod. X. 10, 11.) 

What a proposition! Go 'i/ourEeloefti ^<iws{>» 
ya that are meUy — go ye atvA ^er-oe V^sfe Ijnrt^x 
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BUT LEAVE YOUR LITTLE ONES, LEAVE YOUR 
CHILDREN BOND SLAVES IN THE LAND OF EqYPT. 

Ye that are parents, how would you have 
received such a proposal if it had been made 
to you ? With what horror would it have filled 
you ! Could anything be more monstrous ? 
With what indignation would you have re- 
jected it ! What ! say you, consent to leave 
my little ones in the land of Egypt, while I 
myself escape. God forbid! who would dare 
even to propose it to me ? 

That some such would have been the gen- 
uine and heart-felt expression of every parent's 
heart I do not for one moment deubt ; but how 
little do we know ourselves. Are there not 
amongst us many, in this so-caUed Christian 
land, who are acting out in their conduct this 
proposition of Pharaoh ? Few things, it is 
true, can be more horrible ; yet I am quite sure 
that few things are more common. I have 
known professing Christians not only leave 
their children in the land during their child- 
hood; not only send them to worldly schools, 
and have them trained in every worldly custom, 
habit, and fashion, — but this /or the avowed pur- 
pose of fitting them to serve the gods of the Egyptians ; 
or m other words, to mix in that world from which 
^%^ ^Aemselvea declare that they home separated. 
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I have known professedly Christian fathers 
not scruple to introduce their sons into the 
society of the most worldly of the men of this 
world, when thereby they thought they could 
advance their temporal well-doing. I have 
known them accept situations for them, and 
place them in occupations where every in- 
fluence around them was ungodly, and where 
it was hardly possible to believe that their 
souls could prosper. I have known mothers, 
after years of apparent separation from the 
world, go back into it, for the openly professed 
reason of introducing into it their daughters, I 
have myself remonstrated with such parents, 
and have been met with the reply, ^^ It is my 
d/uty to my children /^^ "What!" say they, 
" should I leave my girls to go alone into the 
world ? " ** Yes," I answer : " «/ you have not 
authority enough to keep them at home?'* Does 
not the Saviour say, "He that loveth son or 
daughter more than Me, is not worthy of 
Me " ? If you do not agi-ee with me in this, 
I believe that you would have accepted a 
situation for your child in the household of 
Pharaoh ! I believe you would have gone fur- 
ther, and thought it a most desirable alliance 
to ha/oe given your daughter in marrtoge to K%% %wv^ 
or to have taken his daughter for 'your %ou I 
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Be honest now with yourself, whoever you 
are. "Would you object to the marriage of 
your child, if he to whom she was engaged 
was everything you could dedire, except a 
Cheistian? Multitudes know well — multi- 
tudes of the training Christian parents, and 
multitudes of the trained Christian children — 
that so far from, being averse to it, they would 
delight in such a marriage. To such I say. 
Shame on your Christianity ! If temporal in- 
terests are of more consequence than eternal \ 
if the things of this world are to take prece- 
dence of the things of God; if, in short, the 
welfare of the soul is to be made subservient 
to the interests of the body; then are such 
Christians led by the Holy Spirit, and taught 
of God : but if these propositions are false, and 
Christians are commanded in the Scriptures to 
teach their children to seek first, or before all 
things, the kingdom of God and His righte- 
ousness; to count all things but loss for the 
excellency that is in Christ Jesus; not to be 
unequally yoked together with unbelievers; 
and that it will profit a man nothing if he 
gains the whole world and loses his own soul — 
then are these parents doing what the Israel- 
ites would have done had they agreed to the 
proposition of Pharaob., — sacri/iciYtg iKeir cK\V 
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dren to devils : professing to go out, and sacrifice 
tinto the Ijord, while they leave their little ones 
tn the land. To such professors may be ad- 
dressed those awftil words in Isaiah, " Tbwr 
hands are full ef hhody Let such read Isaiah 
i. 11 — 16. Moses did not even reply to the 
proposition ; his countenance doubtless ex- 
pressed his horror, and so increased the rage 
of Pharaoh that he had him driven from his 
presence. (Exod. x. 3 — 11.) 

But it is a hopeless thing for man to con- 
tend with Gk)d. He who does so wiU always 
find, like Pharaoh, that the consequences of 
his folly will return on his own head. No 
sooner was Moses gone out from the pre- 
sencfe of Pharaoh ihan the Lord said unto him, 
^' Stretch mt thy hand over the land of Egypt 
for the locusts.^' 

^' And Moses stretched forth his rod over the 
land of l^;ypt, and when it was morning, the 
east wind brought the locusts. They covered 
the face of the whole earth, so that the land 
was darkened ; and they did eat every herb 
of the land, and all the fruit of the trees which 
the hail had left. And there remained not 
any green thing in the trees, or in the herbs 
of the field, through «Ii %a \bsA ^'l ^^^^CT^- 
Tb&n Pharaoh catted iot llLa«e^ ^tfsA Kas«^ 
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in haste; and he said, I have sinned against 
the Lord your God, and against you. Now 
therefore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only 
this once, and entreat the Lord your God, 
that He may take away from me this death 
only." (Exod. x. 12—17.) 

The hand of the Lord was once more heavily 
laid on Pharaoh, — the fear of destruction was 
once more in vivid reaHty before his eyes,— 
and in his terror, he again sends for the man 
who in the pride of his heart he had so lately 
driven from his presence, and cries to him, — "I 
have sinned ! Forgive my sin, and entreat the 
Lord for me." But he had done this before, 
and that again and again, and will the man he 
had so indignantly treated entreat for him ? or 
will the God he had so often deceived be en- 
treated? For an answer, see Exodus x. 18, 19. 
^^ And he went out from Pha/raohy and intreated 
the Lord, and the Lord turned a mighty strong 
west windy which took away the locusts,'*^ 

I can conceive nothing more beautiful than 
this, as an illustration of the character of the 
Christian man, and of the Christian's God ! 

And now, convinced of His power, and over- 
come by His mercy, surely Pharaoh will yield 
obedience to God's commandments, and send 
Awajr the people, Alas, no : ttie n.aVwctaJL'^^^t^ 
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cannot be softened ! Pharaoh's cries for mercy 
from first to last had proceeded from nothing 
but a mere slavish fear of punishment; the 
Holy Spirit of God had wrought no change 
in his nature ; there was in it neither love, nor 
gratitude, nor the spirit of obedience; and so, 
though GK)d listened to him, and removed the 
locusts, he still refused to listen to God, and 
let the children of Israel go. But, brethren, 
remember that a man may act this way once 
too often. Beware, therefore, and never make 
a promise to God without earnest prayer that 
the Holy Ghost will enable you to keep it; 
and maMng this prayer, depend not upon your 
own resolutions, but upon J2i« Spirit, given 
for Jesm Christ % sake. 

I believe that amongst all those who a/re now in 
heU, hut who in the dai/s of their flesh were hearers 
of the Gospel, there is hardly to he found one who 
in his life time did not pwrpose a/nd promise to obey 
God, 

And now God sends another judgment ; but 
Pharaoh's heart is hardened, and he still at- 
tempts compromise. 

*'The Lord said imto Moses, Stretch out 
thine hand toward heaven, that there may be 
darkness over the land of Egjrpt, even darkneaa 
which may be felt. Ajiil!&.o^^^ ^\x^\^^^Hss^J^ 
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his hand toward heaven ; and there vxm a thick 
darknesa in all the land of Egypt three days : 
they saw not one another, neither rose any 
from, his place for three days: but aU tiie 
Children of Israel had light in their dwellings. 
And Pharaoh called unto Koses^ and said^ GK> 
ye, serve the Lord, only let your flocks: apd 
your herds be stayed : let your little, ones also 
go with you. And Moses said, Thou must give 
us al90 sacrifices and burnt offerings, .that we 
may sacriflce imto the Lord, our GK)d- Qur 
cattle also shall go with us; there. ahafl not a 
hoof he left behind; for thereof must we take 
to serve the Ipid our God; and we know not 
with what we m^st; serve tb^ Lord,, until we 
come thither." 

Now I am quite aware ihAt I havd, already 
said much in iMs little book that may, be 
called tautology, but it wai^ impossible to avoid 
it. Phiui^aph'B dealings with God were tauto- 
logy, — a repetition of rebellion and falsehood; 
aDid God's. deaUngs with Pharaph were; tituto- 
logy,*^a repetition of comm^dment, of j^dg^- 
ment, and of mercy. I will not, however, 
dwell long on this fouxth and last atten^ at 
compromise. Firsts it was — ** Sacrifice to yfmr 
&aA in thelmi'^ Then, when that would, not 
do, it WAS — '' 0fi, but do not 90 ««r.v fw oui«v," 



THE FOUR COMPROMISES. 79 

Then, — " Oo^ hut let yowr children atay^ And 
now, when the blackness of darkness is before 
the eyes of Pharaoh, it is, — Go ! Qo where you 
will, let your little ones also go with you, — ^bxjt 

LEAVE YOUR CATTLE IN THE LAND." 

Oh, what a wonderful thing is the heart of 
man. This last cry of Pharaoh's was as if he 
had said, " Oh, God, do not have Thy way in 
everyth^big; do not take all away; in some 
small matter, at least, give way to my natural 
inclinatioi^s, and allow me to keep some minor 
thing, even though Thou hast ordered me to 
let it go. lam willing to o^ey in all that can he 
called essential; but oh-, let me keep the cattle, 
— ^it is such a trifle, and I am giving up so 
much for Thee." 

Surely, I need not stay to spiritualize thus. 
These compromises, from first to last, were but 
the desperate strugglings of a soul unwilling 
to yield all to God, and we must reject them 
or perish. Moses' reply I have already quoted, 
and it was instantaneous and decisive : '' Our 
cattle shall go with us ; there shall not an hoof 
he left hehind; for thereof must we take to serve 
the I^rd our Gt)d; and we know; not with 
what w;e must serve the Lord, until we come 
thither." We will go out from the land, 
taking with us everyttimg 'tt^ ^\»;:^^\ "Cl^*^ ^''Qcs. 
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wives only and our children, so far as we have 
power to control them ; but our cattle, and our 
substance, and all we can call our own; for 
we are going into a land of which as yet we 
have no knowledge, and we cannot tell until 
we come there, what God may call on us to 
sacrifice. 

Is it possible that, with only this small 
difference between them, Pharaoh wiU once 
again enter into conflict with the Almighty : 
surely now he will make peace with God, and 
let the people go! Who would not have 
thought so? But no. Though he had made 
up his mind to part with all else besides ; yet, 
for the sake of these paltry cattle, his opposi- 
tion became more furious than ever, and he 
ordered Moses from his presence, with the 
threat — ** See my face no more, for in that day 
thou seest my face thou shalt die." (Ex. x. 28.) 

Alas! for how slight a matter will a man 
turn back after being almost persuaded to 
become a Christian? May not even you, oh 
reader, be saying — If it was not for this thing 
or that, I would at once close with God's offer 
of mercy in Christ Jesus, come out from the 
world with all that I have, and start on the 
wildemesB journej for 'the heavenly Canaan. 
Oh, pause a moment before — for tKw tl^mg w 
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that — ^you again reject God's offered mercy; 
you are making your heart harder every time 
you do so, and your prospect of salvation less 
and less likely. It is true you cannot leave " a 
hoof lehind,^^ You must come out with all you 
have, and all you are. You cannot keep any 
sin, however small or trivial you may call it, 
and be Christ's disciple. But what will that 
thing look like to you in the day of judgment, 
that you now refuse to part with in order to 
close with Him? Jesus Himself says — Count 
the coat. Count the cost at which you now 
escape the cross, and keep the sin; and may 
God dispose you, as He did Moses, to esteem 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than all 
the treasures of Egypt, and to choose rather to 
suffer affliction with the people of God than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. 

And now God is about to send His last 
judgment on the Egyptians. "And the Lord 
said unto Moses, Yet will I bring one more 
plague upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt, after- 
wards he will let you go. About midnight will 
I go out into the midst of Egypt, and all the 
first-bom in the land of Egypt shall die ; from 
the first-bom of Pharaoh, that sitteth upon his 
throne, even unto the first-born of tha \siLi»&^- 
servant that is belind \5ttft tcS^^ «xA ^^ *^s^ 
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Tst-bom of beasts, and there shall be a great 
vj throughout all the land of Egypt." 

Solemn sentence, and certain of aoeompliih- 
ment, for the mouth of the Lord had spoken 
it! But He also speaks of the safety of His 
people: *' Against the children of Israel ahall 
not a dog more his tongue " (Ezod. zi. 4, 8) ; 
and salvation must be secured for the one, 
before judgment can be executed on the other : 
the Egyptians must he spared until every leraeUk 
is in safety. 

Oh, imgodly world ! wilt thou not learn from 
these histories ? How little dost thou consider 
thy obligations to the Lord's people. Remem- 
ber Lot. Was he not the salvation of Sodom 
so long as he was in it ; and if there had been 
ten righteous in the city, would not GK>d have 
spared it for the sake of the ten ? Has not the 
same God that denoimced the doom of the first- 
bom in Egypt, and executed it so fearfully, 
denounced also thy doom? Has He not told 
thee that the heavens and the earth that now 
are, are kept in store, reserved imto fire, against 
the day of judgment and perdition of imgodly 
men ? It is true that day after day, and month 
after month, and year aftor year have passec 
away; and because sentence against their ot 
work haa not been executed E]^«edQi^,^«K2^'Ssf 
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have ansen, who say, ** Where is the promise 
of His coming?" But why is His coming 
delayed? Why art thou, oh, ungodly world, 
allowed to go on still in thy imgodliness? 
Know that it is only for the sake of God's 
people who are yet amongst thy people. Thou 
art spared, and wilt be spared imtH the very 
last of these has been brought under the shelter 
of THE BLOOD OF Jesus : but then ^Hhe day of 
the Lord wiU come^^ bringing sudden destruc- 
tion, — even the destruction of eternal death on 
thee, and all in thee wlw know not God^ and obey 
not the Gospel of Jema Christ, 

Oh, imgodly world ! wilt thou not avail 
thyself of the present respite ? God is long- 
suffering ; not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance. Thy 
sentence has been pronounced, but it has not 
yet been executed; and a way of escape is 
open to all in thee who will fly for refuge to 
the hope set before them in the Gospel. 




vn. 

Wit "^tQiminQ £fi Jags* 

BEFOBE then God brings His last judg- 
ment on the Egyptians, He makes Ibiown 
to Moses how it may be escaped ; or, in 
other words, — ^His way of salvation ; and tells 
him to go and declare it to the people. 

** And the Lord spake imto Moses and Aaron 
in the land of Egypt, saying. This month shall 
be imto you the beginning of months : it shall 
be the first month of the year to you. 

** Speak ye imto all the congregation of Is- 
rael, saying, In the tenth day of this month they 
shall take to them every man a lamb, according 
to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an 
house : and if the household be too little for the 
lamb, let him and his neighbour next imto his 
house take it according to the number of the 
Bouls : every man according to his eating shall 
make your count for the lamb. 
^' Your lamb shall be witlioufbl^xoi^, «i.\£L^<^ 
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of the first year: ye shall take it out from 
the sheep or from the goats : and ye shall 
keep it up until the fourteenth day of the 
same month ; and the whole assembly of the 
congregation of Israel shall kill it in the 
evening. 

'*And they shall take of the blood, and 
strike it on the two side posts and on the upper 
door-post of the houses, wherein they shall 
eat it. 

''And they shall eat the flesh on that 
night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread ; 
and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. Eat 
not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but 
roast with fire ; his head with his legs, and 
with the purtenance thereof. And ye shall let 
nothing of it remain imtil the morning ; and 
that which remaineth of it until the morning 
ye shall burn with fire. And thus shall ye eat 
it ; with your loins girded, your shoes on your 
feet, and your staff in your hand ; and ye shall 
eat it in haste : it is the Lord's passover. 

" For I will pass through the land of Egypt 
this night, and will smite all the first-bom in 
the land of Egypt, both man and beast ; and 
against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgment : I am the Loxd. KsA \3ask '^^^sii'Sk^ 
shall be to you for a token xt^otl *Qaa V<3Sis»i^ 
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where ye are : and when I see the Uood I will 
pass oyer you, and the plagae shall not be 
upon you to destroy you, when I smite the 
huid of Egypt. 

'' And this day shall be unto you for a me- 
morial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the 
Lord throughout your generations; ye shall 
keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.'' 

Thus saiih the Lord,—'' Thds month 9hM he 
unto you the leginning of months, and this day thaU 
he unto you for a memorial" What day ? What 
month ? Let me make an observation to you on 
this word of the Lord, before I endeayour to 
place before you His way of Salvation. 

This was the month, and this was the day of 
the month on which Gtod was about to deliver 
these Israelites out of the hands of Pharaoh 
and his people — ^and it was to be to them the 
heyinniny of days and the heginniny of tnowths. 
The past was to be reckoned by them as 
nothing. Henceforth they were to date their 
life not from the day of their natural birth, but 
from the day that the Lord delivered them, 
under the cover of the blood, from the destroy- 
ing angel, and brought them out of the land of 
Egypt and out of the house of bondage. 

Now what are we taught by this? Mos 
olearfy Hub trutii of God, — ^tTiot v>Kile v}6 r 
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main of the worlds and in the toarliy we are in 
Ood^s sight dead. It is not until we come out 
from the world, and, led by God's Spirit, enter 
through Jesus Christ into His kingdom, that 
GK>d considers us to be bom at all. Until this 
new birth takes place, all our works, however 
ai^arently excellent in themselves, are dead 
tvorksy unprofitable to us, dishonouring to Qod, 
and partake of the nature of sin. Such is the 
teaching of the Bible, — such is the teaching of 
the Articles of the Church of England, — and 
rnxxh. is the teaching of holy men of all de- 
nominations, and has been in all ages. If this 
then be the truth, and most surely it is the 
truth, how more than mad is that man who 
after he has once heard of Christ, allows any 
portion of his natural life to pass before he 
seeks to be bom of God, and to get through 
Jesus an entrance into the kingdom of heaven. 
Bemember I am not speaking now of an 
entrance into the visible Church of Christ by 
baptism, but of that new and spiritual life 
which none but GK>d can give, and which our 
Lord calls being ^'bom again." A man may 
have been made the son of God, so far as 
baptism eon make him, and perish, as did the 
rich man in hell, whom Abraliam. oiidseftAftA^^kS^ 
"50jr." His BonBh.ip, fto iax %twsx ^«n>2q.%^ksss^^ 
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but increased liis condemnation ; but that man 
who is once renewed by the Holy Spirit, — once 
bom, "not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God," hath 
everlasting life, and is safe for ever ; for Jesus 
has said of such — '* They shall never perish, 

NEITHER SHALL ANY PLTJOK THEM OUT OF MY 

Hand." (John x. 28, 29.) 

Now it is this beginning of everlasting 
DAYS, and an entrance into this everlasting 
kingdom, that I would urge you to seek more, 
and before all that the world can offer. We 
are all immortal beings : there was a moment 
when we came into existence, but there never 
will come a moment when we shall go out of 
existence. "We have all before us a life of 
eternal life,— or, if I may so call it, a life of 
eternal death : so long as God is, we shall be, 
be it in heaven or in hell ; and the sixty or 
seventy years of our sojourn on this earth is 
all that is allotted to us out of this never- 
ending, everlasting existence, to prepare our 
portion for that kingdom in which we are to 
spend eternity. Oh, it is awful to see how 
diligent some men are in preparing a rich 
portion for hell ; but it is also solenm and most 
inBtmctiye to consider how much men lose by 
not preparing a rich portion /or Kea'oen. 
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Look at the man wlio has come to middle 
life before he has begun to seek the everlasting 
kingdom of God : should he ever seek it and 
be saved, if there could be regret in heaven he 
is the man who would feel it. I speak with 
some experience on this subject. I was myself 
more than forty years of age before I went to 
God in earnest about my soul : and what was 
then the prayer I was obliged to make to God ? 
— *' Oh Gody for Jesus* sake, forget the past forty 
yea/rs of my life, — hlot them in mercy out of the 
hook of Thy remembrance.^^ I believe (Lord 
help mine unbelief) that prayer was heard and 
answered ; and that God for Christ's sake re- 
members those forty years no more. But oh, 
who can calculate the eternal loss that has 
been suffered? If, instead of spending those 
forty years according to the counsels of my 
own heart, I had spent them according to the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit, what glory might 
I not have brought to Christ, and what durable 
benefit to my own soul. But I did not so 
spend them, and they were lost; and I was 
lost also, — till Christ in His mercy came to 
seek and to save me, and by saying " live," 
to a man who had been dead for more than 
forty years, prove that notidxi^ ^^^ \Rk<5> \j^ei2t^ 
for Him. That month, ^aa \jo xsxa >2s^^\i^se^s>ssiss% 
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of months, and I pray Qod that that day may 
ever be to me for a memorial. 

Surely such thoughts as these are calculated 
to make time appear very valuable. Not a 
moment of our life ever comes to us in which, 
if we employ it as the Holy Ghost would have 
us, we may not bring glory to God, and lay up 
treasure for ourselyes in heaven ; and every 
moment that is not so employed is a moment 
LOST. Not onlv in active service, but whether 
we eat, or whether we drink, we may bring 
glory to Qt)d, and when we glorify Him, we 
benefit ourselves. The counsel of Ghnst to 
His saved people is — "Lay up treasure in 
heaven ; and He does not scruple to call that 
man a pool who heapeth up earthly riches 
for himself, and is not bioh, — ^not saved only, 
but EiOH towards God. "Thou fool," is His 
address to the man who boasted that he had 
much goods laid up for many years, — " Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee, then whose shall those things be which 
thou hast provided?" and then he adds this 
little recognized, but most solemn truth,-*" So 
is he fa fool) that layeth up treasure for him- 
self, and is not moH towards GK)d." 
Should we not then inquire diligently, each 
one for MmBelf, whether we ttte «sxioii^\> ^<^«i^ 
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fools in Qod's sight? Axe there not many 
who, if they have not already lost forty, have 
lost a dozen, sixteen, eighteen, or twenty years 
of this time of exceeding value ; and who, so 
far from having laid up treasure in heaven, 
have never even entered into God's kingdom ? 

Oh, let me ask such — ^Does not the recollec- 
tion of what you are, when compared with what 
you might have been, distress and sadden you ? 
What have you gained by following the counsels 
of your own heart, and refusing to believe on 
the Lord Jesus ? Can you honestly say, as in 
God's presence, that you think you are happier 
at this moment in the possession of what you 
have got through following your own will than 
you would have been if you had followed His ? 
Has the past paid you ? Will the future pay 
you if you still listen to the same counsellor ? 
You heard of Jesus when you were a child, 
and He asked you to take His yoke upon you, 
and to learn of Him, and tou wotju) not ; and 
you are now twenty, or thirty, perhaps sixty or 
seventy years of age, and if you were to die 
this moment, so far from having treasure in 
heaven, you/r portion would be hell, witJumt even 
a d/rop of water to cool yowr tongue. 

Oh, if you had taken u^ yovsx ^^^'^a* ^saS^. 
followed Christ wlieu Tie &c«^» ^la^^ ^w^%— ^"^ 
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instead of the life-time on which you have to 
look back, you could look back on a life-time 
spent in His service, and of treasure laid up in 
heaven, how rich and how truly happy you 
would be. And even if you should be spared 
for years to come, and still go on under the 
leading and teaching of yowr own spirit^ do 
you think the future will be more profitable 
than the past? Be not deceived! Listen no 
longer to the voice of you own lying heart. 
You have already lost what worlds could not 
re-purchase. Oh, do at once, this very mo- 
ment, the best thing that is left you to do: 
ask God for Christ's sake to forgive and forget 
all the past years of your life, and to help you 
for the future to believe and follow Jesus, and 
to lay up treasure in heaven. 

Then this shall be to you indeed a spiritual 
birthday, — ^the beginning of months, and the 
beginning of days ; and peradventure the Lord, 
who is very good, and with whom nothing is 
impossible, will yet restore both to you and to 
me the years which the locusts and tiie canker- 
worm have eaten. (Joel ii. 25.) 



vm. 



&aV» Mnin oi Mbdxan, 



**Not by toorka of righieotianess which toe have d(me." 



I AM now about to try to place before you a 
clear and simple statement of Gbd's way of 
salvation ; and for Jesus Christ's sake may 
the Holy Spirit teach me every word I write, 
and enable you, oh reader, to receive the truth 
He teaches. 

Now in order to tell you how you can be 
saved, I shall begin by telling you how you 
most surely cannot. 

I commence with this plain and simple state- 
ment, — You cannot in any way save yoitrselfy either 
in whole or in party by your own works. 

You CAN, AND HAVE DESTROYED YOUBSBLF, 
BUT YOU CANNOT SAVE YOURSELF. 

As well might these poor k^e^^Xe^a* '^st^'iSijiM^^ 
have attempted to save t\ieiuv^^N^^ a>a^ <2ft *^^ 
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hands of Fharaoh, as a sinful child of Adam seek 
to save himself hy his own works. 

I am exceedingly anxious to be very clear 
and explicit about the impossibility of sanation 
hy worlcsy for from what I have both seen and 
heard, I believe there are multitudes in error, 
and ill-instructed in this doctrine : twice within 
a few days, when I was last in London, was 
the subject brought personally under my notice ; 
once with the request that I would mention it 
in my public discourses. It may be profitable 
to tell the circumstances. 

The first instance was that of a gentleman, 
who having heard me preach, told me I had 
made a statement he had never heard before : 
— that a man mmt he saved before he coiild do 
anything acceptable to God. ** Of oourse I 
always trusted to my Saviour," he said, "but 
still I thought it was at the end of life, — after 
we had done a great many good works, and 
denied ourselves very much, and lived closely 
to God for a long time, so as to show Him we 
were in earnest, that we might hope, through 
the mercy of God, to be saved; but I never 
heard until you said it, that a man was to 
TFort for Ood, not to he saved^ but hecause he 
u^of saved J' 
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The other ease was at a Mend's house, where 
I was dining befbre going to preach. 

A lady, who I know gives much of her time 
to Gt)d's work, as a. teacher in schools, a visitor 
in charitable establishments and amongst the 
poor and needy, and who has much opportunity 
of seeing the different phases and forms of irre- 
ligion and self-deceit in the hearts of a very 
large class, suddenly turned to me and said, — 
" I wish you would say something in your 
address to-night, or write a tract to teach 
people they cannot be saved by their own 
works. The doctrine that people can be so 
saved is running through the length and breadth 
of IxmdoiL,^^egpe(mlhf amongst the honest and 
hard-working poor^ and the morally upright hut 
lodily deformed and afflicted. 

Now how any man who knows anything of 
the requirements of God's law, and of the awful 
shortcomings in his own life and heart, can 
hold such an opinion, I know not; but these 
two things occurring both in the same week, 
and just as I was about to bring the subject in 
the form of a lecture before the public, deter- 
mined me, before I try to teU you how you can 
be saved, to show you (God helping m»\ how 
jou cannot. 
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You cannot then be saved, or in any way- 
help your salvation by your own works. Sal- 
vation is not a work, it is a gift, — the free gift 
of God to every one without exception who will 
accept it ; and before a man can in any sort or 
way do anything acceptable to God, he must 
accept this salvation; and when he accepts it, 

HE IS SAVLD. 

Every man comes into the world under the 
same law under which Adam came into it. 
God said to Adam — **Keep my law and live; 
but in the day that thou sinnest thou shalt 
surely die." Adam sinned. He did not com- 
mit twenty sins, or fifty, or a hundred sins 
before he died; he committed one, — and in 
that day, and for that one sin, he died. God 
left him ; the Spirit of God departed from him, 
and he became spiritually dead. 

Now every one of us has sinned : and if we 
have sinned — supposing we have only sinned 
once; and supposing that one sin to be what 
we consider the very least of sins — still if we 
appear before God in the day of judgment, 
with that one little sin upon us, though we 
have committed no other sin than that, for that 
one little sin's sake we shall be cast into hell. 
Do you say this is a hard saying ? It may 
sound so; but it is the trut^i oi ^o^\ ^xid. I 
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repeat again, with God's Word for my warrant, 
that if you never committed but one sin in your 
life, and that one sin the smallest and most ex- 
cusable that can be imagined, if you appeared 
with it on you at the day of judgment, that 

ONE SIN WOULD CONDEMN YOU. 

Bear with me a little, and I think I shall be 
able to show you how of necessity this must be 
so. The day of judgment, remember, is not a 
day of mercy : this is the day of mercy, — ^that 
is the day of justice. The whole teaching of 
Satan may be comprehended in two great lies : 
one, that a man cannot get salvation now, to- 
day immediately, — ^that that is impossible : the 
other, that in some way he will get it at a 
future time, — if not before, at least at the day of 
judgment. Dear reader, both of these doctrines 
are doctrines of the devil, and directly contrary 
to the teaching of God. God's Word declares 
that now is the accepted time ; that now is the 
day of salvation ; that this very instant, where 
you sit or where you stand. He is willing to 
forgive you, and to receive you ; He even 
BESEECHES YOU to be reconciled now (2 Cor. v. 
20) ; but there is no mercy at the day of 
JUDGMENT. Simply ^^ Guilty or not guilty ?^^ 
" Sinless or not sinless ? " will be the (^ueatiorL 
then. Appear at the day oi yviAigccL^TiJt ^^^Ss^^^ 
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one spot, even the smallest spot upon your 
garments, and you abe lost fob eveb. 

Let me try and make this clear. Imagine 
this to be that awful day : you are there— you 
stand among the throng of those who are 
clothed in the spotless robes ; your robe looks 
dean and spotless also. No creature that has 
come up with you to the bar of judgment can 
see a stain upon it ; all looks pure and white, 
and you are about to enter with the sinless 
ones into heaven ; when suddenly the all-seeing 
eye of the Bighteous Judge looks upon the 
LITTLE SPOT. You are called back — you are 
questioned : "What is that spot ? What is that 
little spot on your otherwise spotless robe ? " 
The answer is left with yourself; you have 
yourself to say before the assembled multitudes 
of heaven, earth, and hell, what is that little 
spot. And what must you say? It is sin! 
Sifif oh Lard / it is sin : but then it is such a 
little spot; such a very, very little one, and 
done so long ago that I had myself forgotten 
it. 

Answer yourself if you think that pleas like 

these can save you. You yourself say *^ It is 

sin,^^ Can sin go into the kingdom of heaven ? 

Shall heaven be defiled to let you in? You 

dare not Bay that that is po&&iblQ. Then what 
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IS to become of this little spot ? Oh, your agony 
as you look at it ! How different does it appear 
now in the light of God*s countenance from 
what it did when you looked at it under Satan's 
teaching. There it is ; that little spot — and 
must you be damned for that? Why, the 
publicans and the harlots, the murderers and 
adulterers, the thieves and drunkards are only 
damned; and must you, who were so decent, 
and so moral, and so respectable, be condemned 
to the same doom with them, for that little sin? 
It is dear you must, unless you can wash it out 
or take sin with you into Jieaven, 

Sin cannot go into heaven, and you cannot 
now wash it out. There was a time when 
there was a fountain open to you for sin and 
uncleanness, and many of the publicans and 
vilest washed in it and were made clean ; but 
you thanked God you were not as other men, 
and neglected this great salvation ; and now 
your sin is on you, and, little as you call it, 
dooms you to everlasting destruction. 

Little sm ! Little, yet so great that nothing 
can wash it out but the blood of Jesus ! Little, 
yet so great that God must be manifested in 
the flesh to be wounded for that little trans- 
gression, to be bruised for that little inic^uity^ 
before the Lord, tbe "Rig\i\.^o\3L& "SmA.^^ ^'»».>^^n» 
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it out of the book of His remembrance, and 
permit the sinner to enter heaven ! 

Oh, look at the Cross of Christ, and you will 
never call sin little I Blood was shed there 
which can cleanse from all sin ; the chief of 
sinners may wash away his sins in it, and be 
saved ; but the most blameless on earth if not 
washed in it will perish for ever. Thus saith 
the Lord, — " Whosoever shall offend in one point 
he is guilty of alV^ (James ii. 10) ; and as well 
might a criminal think because his offences were 
not so numerous as those of some others who 
were to be tried with him, he should escape 
altogether unpunished in a court of justice, as 
a sinner think he shall be counted guiltless at 
the bar of God's judgment-seat, because he 
had only committed what he calls little sins. 

"Who then can be saved?" By his own 
works, NO ONE : for it is written — ^^By the deeds 
of the law there shall no flesh he justified in His 
sight^^ (Bom. iii. 20); and as if to set this 
question at rest for ever, it is revealed to us in 
the 14th Psahn, that ^Hhe Lord looked down from 
heaven upon the children of men, to see if there 
were any that did understand and seek Ood ; " 
and after the scrutiny this was His testimony — 
^^Th^ are all gone aside, they a/re all together become 
J^/if^y, there is none that doeth jfood, uo uot ovve^" 
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Triumphant fiends exulted ; angels wondered, 
and peradventure pitied : but neither angels nor 
devils ever imagined that God could he a just God, 
and yet save poor sinners, ** The wages of sin is 
deai^/' — and all had sinned : the demand of 
God is a sinless, spotless righteousness, and all 
had come short. His justice and His truth 
were against man : who then could escape 
destruction? Every created inteUigency must 
have answered — " no one." 

But is anything too hard for God? His 
justice and His truth were against us, but on 
which side was His loyb ? That ever was on 
the side of His sinful and self-destroyed people. 
Though we had rebelled against Him, He was 
not willing that any should perish ; and by His 
wisdom a plan was devised, and by His love a 
plan has been accomplished, by which mercy 
and truth have met together — ^by which right- 
eousness and peace have embraced each other. 

Qod so loved the world that He spared not 
His only begotten Son, but freely gave Him 
up for us aU ; and now, instead of its being a 
faithful saying, that there is no hope for us, 
because we- are all sinners, it ''is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to aonoe %.vw«.w^V 
^^ t?ie chief, (1 Tim. i. \5.^ 
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The Life of Christ. 



I HAVE just said that the wages of sin is 
death, — and that the demand of God is a 
sinless, spotless righteousness. Now, as 
all have come short of the righteousness, so 
all have earned the wages of sin ; or, as the 
J^postle says — ^^ Death passed upon all merij for 
that all have sinned,** (Romans v. .12.) But, 
thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift of 
Christ, Jesus has supplied all our need : He 
came to live for us ; He came to die for us. 
He came to live for us that He might fulfil 
all righteousness in our stead, that He might 
magnify the law and make it honourable, and 
by a life of sinless obedience, bring in an ever- 
Jaeting rigbteouBneBS ; " wbich., as St. Paul, in 
Homana iii, 22 y tells ub, ** ia unto aXX and Mupwv 
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all them that helievey He came to die for us 
also, that when as guilty sinners we went to 
God for pardon and the Holy Spirit, we might 
be able to plead with Him what a little child 
now in glory did plead : " Jesxjs was punished 

INSTEAD OF ME."* 

Ever remember that the Life of Christ was as 
necessary for our salvation as the Death of Christ, 
— and that both are the gift of God to sinners. 

How clearly was this truth typified by the 
keeping up of the Paacal Lamb from the tenth 
day till the fourteenth. ** And the Lord spake 
unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 
saying, In the tenth da/y of this month, they shall 
take to them every man a lamb : — your lamb shall 
be without blemish, a male of the first year, — and 
ye shall keep it up till the fourteenth day of the 
same month,^^ Why must it be taken up on the 
tenth, if it was not to be slain until the four- 
teenth ? Why might not the lamb have been 
taken at once from the flock, and brought to 
the sacrifice? It was without blemish, — ^no- 
thing could make it more pure or spotless. But 
no, that would not have done : it must be kept 
up from the tenth to the fourteenth — three clear 

• See the life of **Ada," written Vs^ \^<(Bt ^^*^«t.~ 
Niabet and Co. 
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days ; after that its blood was to be shed for 
the salvation of God's people Israel. Now, 
was not the Holy Ghost thus signifying the 
three years of that life of Christ, — a year for 
a day — ^in which He lived for His people before 
He died for them? It would not have done 
had the Paschal lamb been brought from the 
fold direct to the house, and slain,' — neither 
would the work of Christ for us have been 
complete if He had only come down from 
heaven, shed His blood for us, and gone back. 
He Himself tells us that He came to do more 
than this, — **I came," says He (Matt. v. 17), 
'* to frd£l the law : " and had He only died for 
us,, never would a perfect obedience have been 
rendered to the law of God by man ; never hy 
the obedience of One would many have been made 
righteous. (Rom. v. 19.) 

I am sure it is most essential that our views 
upon this subject should be clear and scriptural, 
for many false doctrines concerning it are gone 
abroad into the world. It is most plainly taught 
by the Word of God that the righteousness in 
which a man can stand before God in the day 
of judgment, and be passed as guiltless into 
heaven, is not a righteousness wrought out by 
himself upon earth, and composed of his own 
works, — but a ngJiteousnesB 'wlaic\v la i^^ ^\bt 
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OF God. (Eom. v. 17.) It matters not what 
else a man may have or a man may he: if he 
has not this righteotcsness he cannot he saved. 

Upon this point the four first verses of the 
tenth of Bomans are conclusive. There we 
find St. Paul thus praying for and speaking of 
his unsaved brethren after the flesh: — "My 
heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved. For I bear them 
record that they have a zeal of God, but not 
according to knowledge, ^^ 

Now observe : here are a people very anxious 
to please God. Speaking by the Holy Ghost, 
Paul bears them record that they have a zeal 
of Gx)d. Still they were an unsaved peaple : 
their desire to please God could not in itself 
save them ; they could not be accepted simply 
for their zeal's sake. Why not ? He tells us, 
— because their zeal was " not according to Jcnow- 
ledge^ They were seeking salvation, hut not 
in QodU way ; and consequently, with aU their 
seeking, they had not found what they wanted. 
What was their error ? The third and fourth 
verses of the chapter are simple in their ex- 
planation: ^^ For they heing ignorant of God*s 
righteomnesSf and going ahout to tstahlish their 
own righteotisness, have not suhmitted themsehei, ia 
the righteousness of Ood, For CliTi%t \% "^"^s* "«2s<^ 
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OF THE LAW FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS to W&ry One 

that helievethy Here was their error: and the 
fact that they were unsaved, proves that it was a 
SOUL -DESTROYING ERROR. They were ignorant 
of the righteousness which God in Christ has 
provided for His people; they knew nothing of 
Christ, the end of the law for righteousness, 
and so were seeking to please and propitiate 
God by establishing a righteousness of their 
own. 

Now the sinner anxious about his soul is not 
called on to seek to propitiate God by a righ- 
teousness of his own, or in other words by a 
series of reformations and repentances, so that 
for these things' sake God may be favourably 
disposed towards him : this is what these xm- 
saved Israelites did, and is zeal, but not according 
to knowledge ; but he is called upon, as the very 
first thing he does, to accept Christ — to begin 
with Sim; and the moment he does so, he 
begins not at the beginning, but at the end of the 
law, with all its requirements perfectly fulfilled 
and kept for him ; and he Has in Christ a righ- 
teousness for the sake of which in God's sight 
he appears unblameable, unreproveable, spot- 
less : " Christ the end of the law/or righteousness 
to every one that believeth." 
-Do you rememheT the Scnptur^ 'w\>i^ ««c^ 
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"He" (that is, God) " hath made Him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be 
made the Righteovsness of God in Him " ? (2 
Cor. V. 21.) Now, did you ever ask yourself 
the question — how could Christ be made sin ? 
He was the image of the invisible God; the 
brightness of His Father's glory ; His Father's 
well-beloved Son, who did always those things 
which pleased Him ; He knew no sin, neither 
was guile found in His mouth ; how then could 
He he made sin? Only in the same way that 
we can he made righteous. By the transfer of our 
sins to Christ, God made Him who knew no 
sin, to be sin in His sight, that by the transfer 
of His righteousness to us, who knew no righ- 
teousness, we might be made righteous in His 
sight; and as it was only by the imputation 
of sins not His own, that Jesus could by any 
possibility be made sin, so is it only by the 
imputation of righteousness not his own, that 
the sinner can by any possibility be made 

KIGHTEOTJS, AND SO PASSED GUILTLESS IN THE 
DAY OF JUDGMENT. 

There is another thing I would observe before 
I leave this subject : namely — that a sinner 
cannot be saved half in the righteousness which 
Christ is made unto him^ auA "KaXJ m >v\^ ^"^ 
fi^hteoumess. He caimot \l^«^ ^\l».\.V^ ^^tnsss^^^'^ 
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the good bits of his life, and patch up the 
remainder with the gift of Christ. 

I believe multitudes are perishing under the 
delusion that this is possible ; they find it 
harder to part with ^^rigkteotLS aelf^^ than with 
''sinful self?' They think that their life has 
not been altogether so bad as it might have 
been, and that for the sake of the good part 
GK)d will forgive the bad part, and make up— - 
not a whole righteousness, they do not think 
they require that — ^but whxt they laclc, out of 
His mercies in Christ. Now there can be no 
greater deception or lie of the devil than this, 
for he who depends in pa/rt or in whole on his own 
righteousness will surely he damned, I write 
strongly. This truth is so important to be 
received that I can use no other word : it is the 
truth of God. 

There are two righteousnesses in "^ich a 
man can stand before God in judgment, and 
two only. The one is his own righteoiusness, 
and the other is Christ's righteousness ; and he 
must choose which of these two it shall be. It 
must be wholly the one, however, or wholly the 
other ; for we cannot stand partly in the one 
and partly in the other. The righteousness 
which IB the gift of Christ — ^that spotless robe, 
that wedding garment — ^is like ^e n^«Xx>x^ ^ts^ 
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whicli the soldiers cast lots, without seam, and 
woven throughout, and you cannot rend it. It 
is that perfect obedience by which St. Paul 
says (Rom. v. 19), ^^many thall be made right- 
eous y^ and is compounded of His thoughts, His 
words. His works, while He was upon the 
earth. The righteousness of the creature is 
compoimded in the same way, and is made up 
of his thoughts, his words, his works ; and it 
is between these two that we are called upon to 
choose, Benounce your own life altogether: 
give it, as a garment spotted with the flesh — 
all its fancied good bits, as well as its bad and 
indifferent bits — just as it is, to Christ ; and He 
will accept it, cast it behind His back, and 
remember it no more: He has albeadt re- 
ceived WHAT IT deserved; and He will then 
give you the gift of His righteousness, and Ton 

SHALL RECEIVE WHAT IT DESERVES : but if yOU 

appear before God in your own righteousness, 
and that righteousness is one whit less perfect 
than the righteousness which God at such a 
cost to Himself has offered to you ; if God, the 
righteous Judge, is able to detect the least 
difference between your righteousness and 
Christ's, you will surely meet the fate of him 
who came to the marriage supper with.<v\\fc ^ 
wedding-garment, and "b^ c»a\»VD^ft ^-vs^sst-^^siBS^- 
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ness, where there is weeping and wailing, and 
gnasliing of teeth. 

Nay more, I will go farther, and say that 
even this righteousness would not save you, for 
you would still be guilty of rejecting Christ's 
WORK, which is God's way of salvation. 




X. 
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The Blood of Christ. 



AND now the three days have been accom- 
plished; the lamb, fitting type of Him 
who was holy, harmless, undefiled, and 
separate from sinners, has been kept up for 
the time appointed; and the day has arrived 
that is to witness God's judgment of death, 
His salvation by blood, and the delivebanoe 
of His people Isbael. 

We read (Ex. xii. 21) — **Then Moses called 
for aU the elders of Israel, and said unto them, 
Draw out and take you a lamb according to 
^ur families, and kill the passover. And ye 
shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the 
blood that is in the bason, and strike the lintel 
and two side-posts with the blood that is in the 
bason ; and none of you ^«Sl ^o cf>a^» ^^^^^vs^'^st 
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of his house until the morning. For the Lord 
will pass through to smite the Egyptians ; and 
when He seeth the blood upon the lintel, and 
on the two side-posts, the Lord will pass over 
the door, and will not sufiEjpr the destroyer to 
come in unto your houses to smite you. And 
the people bowed the head and worshipped. 
And the children of Israel went away, and did 
as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron. 
** And it came to pass, that at midnight the 
Lord smote all the first-bom in the land of 
Egypt, from the first-bom of Pharaoh that sat 
on his throne unto the first-bom of the captive 
that was in the dungeon ; and all the first-bom 
of cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, 
he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians : 
and there was a great cry in Egypt ; for th&re 
was not a hou^e where there was not one dead! 
And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, 
and said, Bise up, and get you forth from among 
my people, both ye and l^e children of Israel, 
and go, serve the Lord, as ye have said. Also 
take your flocks and your herds, as ye have 
said, and be gone ; and bless me also. And 
the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, 
that they might send them out of the land ii 
haate; ioi they said. We be all dead men ! " 
Fearfal must have been ^e crj >iS[\a.t ^' 



god's way of salvation. 113 

raised that night in the land of Eg3rpt ! Through 
the length and breadth of Pharaoh's wide do- 
mains a corpse in every house ! If we had 
witnessed such a scene could we ever have 
forgotten it? Doubtless we think not. Yet, 
alas, alas ! that I should be able to utter such 
a truth, it only requires that our eyes should 
be really opened to see reality as it is, and we 
should every day see something not only very 
like it, but far more terrible. 

We read in the first Epistle to Timothy v. 6, 
that — ^' She that liveth in pleasure is dead 
while she liveth ; " and in the first Epistle of 
John V. 12, that — ** He that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life." Now if these two Scrip- 
tures, and the many others that give the same 
testimony are true {and they are trtie)^ are there 
many houses through the length and breadth 
of these dominions in which there is not one 
dead! With the greatest stretch of charity 
can we think that there are many houses 
in which there is not one inmate who is a 
stranger to Jesus? — one inmate living to do that 
which is right in his own eyes, without regard 
to the commandments of God ? I will not say 
there are no such houses : God forbid. But let 
us recollect that there is no middle position.^ — 
that we are either alivo "via\» QiO^^Qrt^^"^*^si. 
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trespasses and sins; either we have the Son, 
and so have life; or we have not the Son of 
Ood, and so have not life ; and I firmly believe 
that for every house where there is not one 
dead, there are hundreds where there is not 
merely one dead, but where they are aU dead 
together / 

Oh, how should this thought stir Christians ! ' 
The day of grace for the first-born of Egypt 
had passed, and their death was irremediable. 
Not so the death of the dead ones amongst 
us. God's people possess a treasure in earthen 
vessels, even the incorruptible seed of His Holy 
Word, which can quicken these dead! God's 
Word, received by faith, can give them life; 
and/a^YA cometh hy hearing, (Rom. x. 17.) Oh, 
Christian brother, Christian sister, scatter the 
life-giving Word as you have opportunity! scat- 
ter it, scatter it, in season, out of season. The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and if we obey 
the command to sow, we can set no limit to the 
blessing that may follow, but if we do not 
scatter the seed, there is nothing for the wind 
to blow ; and if we axe not helping God in His 
work He looks on us as hindering it. (Matt. 
xii. 30.) 
The destroyer had smitten the Egyptians, 
but how is it that no IsraeUte \a «rQ\\.\.«w? 
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Amongst the Egyptians there is one dead in 
every house ! Amongst the Israelites there is 
not one dead ! The judgment that had des- 
troyed the one had not come near the other. 
How was this? You will at once say, and 
rightly say — ** The Blood ! " It was the Bloody 
AND THE Blood only, that made the difference. 
Death had been abroad, but under shelter of 
that blood the Israelites had rested safely. God 
had made known to them His way of salvation, 
and they had accepted it ; and now the judg- 
ment has passed over, and they are saved, 
evei'y one. 

The commandment was — ** Strike the lintel 
and two side-posts with the blood ; and none of you 
shall go out at the door of the home till the morn- 
ing. ^^ The promise to obedience was — ** When 
I see the blood tipon the lintel^ and on the two side- 
posts, I will pass over the door, and will not suffer 
the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite 
you.^* If any of them had doubted the efficacy 
of this blood, and so had neglected to sprinkle 
it ; or if any had — no matter upon what plea — 
come from beneath its shelter, disobeying the 
command, ^^None of you go out at the door of his 
house till the morning j*^ his mere name of Israelite 
would have availed him nothing : he ^cwiLL 
have perished with ttie ^gy^XKsxka. ^njJ^ ^^^^^ 
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people believed God, and obeyed God, and their 
faith was their salvation. 

What a mine of instruction is there in the 
few words in which the record of this saving 
faith is given ! Hemember, it is recorded for our 
learning, God said — "Take a lamb, slay it, 
sprinkle the blood upon the lintels and the 
door-posts of your houses ; on no account come 
out from under the shelter of that blood till the 
night of judgment has passed over ; and when 
I see the blood I will spare you." And how 
did the people receive the message ? Did they 
cavil, or question, or ask explanations beyond 
what God had seen fit to give? Not one of 
them. In that vast assembly to whom were 
preached these glad tidings of *^ salvation ly 
blood ^^ no voice was heard either in doubt or 
argument, but the record of their saving faith 
is given us in these simple words — "The 

PEOPLE BOWED THE HEAD AND WOESHIPPED — 
AND WENT AWAY, AND DID AS THE LoBD HAD 
COMMANDED." 

Oh, that every one who hears the Gospel 
would go away and do likewise ! Nothing 
more is needed for the salvation of the very 
chief of sinners. A far more fearful judgment 
/2ian any that befel Egypt is quickly hastening 
on thiB ungodly world ; and unle%a ^^ ^o «& 
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these Israelites did, our destruction is certain. 
We have aJl sinned — some in a greater, some 
in a less degree, if you like so to speak, but all 
suiBB-ciently to bring us in guilty before God; 
and I have before shown you that no efforts of 
our own whatever — no prayers, no tears, no 
amendment of life — can ever atone for the least 
past transgression, or save us from the wages 
of sin at the day of judgment. But God has 
provided a way of salvation for us : and as it 
was to the Israelites so it is to us — Salvation 
BY BLOOD. Many, in the present day, would 
try to explain away this doctrine, but listen 
not to their teaching if you would escape des- 
truction. God has said (Heb. ix. 23), "With- 
out shedding of blood there is no remission ; " 
and again (Lev. xvii. 11), *^ It is the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the soul." This is 
the teaching of all Scripture, and let God be 
true and every man a liar. As the passover 
was slain for these Israelites, and the blood of 
the Lamb was the only thing that saved them ; 
so Christ, our passover has been sacrificed for 
us (1 Cor. V. 7) ; and His blood is the only thing 
that can save us. The Old Testament or Cove- 
nant was — "Keep my commandments, and 
live ; " but by this Old T^staxsMsoJ^* Tj^a \sisi2ss. ^^s^^Si. 
he saved, for no ma-xx ciOviXaL «^«t V^b^ss^ ^^5*^^ 
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iommandments. But fifteen hundred years 
after the children of Israel had slain the Plas- 
chal lamb, and by virtue of its blood had been 
delivered from the destroyer, —on the same 
month, and on the very same day of the month, 
the 14th day of the month Abib, did the Lord 
Jesus Christ eat the passover with His disciples : 
and after »wpper He took the cup and said — '^ This 

cup is THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY BLOOD, which 

is shed for you," (Luke xxii. 20.) 

Blessed word ! A new Testament ! a better 
Covenant ! and established upon better pro- 
mises. (Heb. viii. 6.) A covenant of which 
Jesus Christ Himself is Mediator, and the con- 
ditions of which are written in his own blood ! 
Conditions did I say ? There is but one : and 
that is, that in child-like simple faith we accept 
what God has given. 

God so loved the world that He gave His 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life : and no matter what he has been or what 
he is, Christ, and Christ crucified, must be the 
beginning of religion to every man : until he 
■ has legun h&re, he has not hegun at all. 

" I delivered unto jou first of all^" says Paul, 
in hiB Spistie to the Corinthiana, xv. 3, "that 
which I also received, how tiiat CknaV ^^ iw 
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our sins." The first thing that brought to me 
a sense of pardon and peace, when I, Paul, the 
persecutor, blasphemer, and injurious, was led, 
by the grace of God, to cry for mercy and for- 
giveness, was the first thing I preached to you. 
And we learn from 1 Cor. vi., that through 
faith in this "Word preached, the very vilest 
of sinners, fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, 
thieves, covetous, drunkards, and others too 
bad to mention, were washed, justified, sancti-" 
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
Spirit of our GK)d. "Other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ." (1 Cor. iii. 11.) We may build on 
this foundation after it is laid, and of the great- 
est consequence it is to us to take care what we 
do build; but until this is laid we have nothing 
whereon to build — ^no foundation to support a 
superstructure ; and all our spiritual labour is 
labour lost — labour in vain — because labour 

OUT OF THE LOED. 

Is it not the declaration of the Lord Himself, 
— / am the heginning f Paul made Him the 
beginning, and so must we if we would be 
saved. As well might a teacher commence 
to teach a child B, and C, and D, and E, and 
higher up in the rudiments of leasnaix^^^ \is&»s» 
he had taught him tli© fti%\,\e^X.«t yq.'^^ ^^je^^- 
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bet, as for a spiritual instructor to direct a 
man's attention to any of the other truths of 
religion, until by the grace of God he had 
taught him to know the great Alpha, Jesits 
Cheist, and to rest upon His blood. 

I ask a man if he has got Christ, and he says 
" No : " I ask him again. Do you consider your- 
self then as altogether without religion ? He 
says **No" again: ^^ I do not think I am quite 
so had 08 thaty 

Now these two answers are a contradiction, 
and cannot be true together ; for either a man 
is utterly and totally without religion, or he has 
Christ. The man who has not Christ, has not 
God : and the man who has not God, may have 
a religion that may do to live with ; yea, even 
a religion that may give him a false peace upon 
his death-bed : but he has no religion that can 
save him in the day of judgment, from being 
cast soul and body into heU. On the other 
hand, the man, who by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, without attending to his own frames or 
feelings, but in simple dependence on the Word 
of God, takes Christ as He is offered to him 
in the Gospel, has got salvation; he has got 
Cheist, and he is complete in Him, (Colos. ii. 
20,) JBtff has ^ot a death to present to God instead 
^Ji$s dea^h : a rtghteouine%s to «ttpply "Kw lock oj 
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righteousness : and the promise of the Holy Spirit 
to teach him all things, to deliver him from the 
power of sin, and to make him meet to he partaker 
of an inheritance with the saints in light. 

Nothing can cleanse from sin but the blood 
of Jesus Christ : but the blood of Jesus Christ, 
God's Son, can cleanse from all sin ; and how 
much sin has a man left on him after he is 
cleansed from all sin? Oh, what glorious 
things are spoken of this blood ! How it meets 
all the needs of the poor sinner. Until he has 
accepted it, he is described as " without Christ , 
having no hope, and without God in the worlds 
(See Eph. ii. 12.) But no sooner does he do as 
the Israelites did — ^receive in simple and un- 
questioning faith Gk»d's way of salvation — than 
he who before was a stranger and afar off from 
God, is brought nigh by this blood of Christ. . 
He is purchased with this blood. (Acts xx, 
28 ; Eph. ii. 13.) He is washed in this blood. 
(Eev. i. 5.) He gets forgiveness through this 
blood. (Eph. i. 7 ) He gets peace through 
this blood. (Colos. i. 20.) He is justified 
by this blood. (Rom. v. 9.) He is sanctified 
with this blood. (Heb. xiii. 12.) He has com- 
plete redemption through this blood. (Colos. 
i. 14.) And in that awful da.^^ '^\sfis^ ^3x55* 
Joflhua, the Higt Ptieft^. (Ti^^.vxv. \^,^^^^^^^ 
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sinner stands before the angel of the Lord, with 
Satan at his right hand to resist him, the 
Lamb slain will be an answer sufficient for all 
that can be brought against him, and he shall 
overcome the accuser by this blood. (Rev. 
xii. 11.) 

I surely need not stop to teU you that by the 
blood of Christ is meant the death of Christ. 
We have done things in God's judgment worthy 
of death, and our lives are justly forfeited to 
the law which we have broken : but Christ has 
died for the ungodly, and therefore— <r»(? only 
therefore, and for no other reason whatever — every 
ungodly sinner who accepts Jesus Christ, is 
looked upon by God as having in Christ died 
already for his sins, and God wiU never exact 
their penalty twice over. Christ has laid down 
His life already for the believer ; and *' the life 
of the flesh is in the blood : " and thus saith 
the Lord (Levit. xvii. 11), — **I have given it 
to you upon the altar, to make an atonement 
for your souls ; for it is the blood that maketh 
an atonement for the soul." 

One more word before I leave this part of 

my subject. The Israelites accepted God's 

way of salvation by blood, and were saved, 

before they took one step towards the land of 

Canaan. They had become d\BBa\KfiSifi\ m^ 
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their position as the slaves of Pharaoh, — they 
had sighed by reason of their bondage, and 
they were willing, God helping them, to come 
out from Egypt long before they got out. 

Now this dissatisfaction and this sighing is 
the exact type of a mind prepared by the Holy 
Spirit to receive God* a way oj, salvation, hut it was 
not that salvation itself. The blood was the salva- 
tion of the children of Israel, and the Hood only. 
The desire for deliverance was rather the type 
of that repentance or change of mind of which 
our Lord and His disciples so often spake ; and 
which, though not salvation itself, must take 
place in a man, or he cannot be saved: for 
it is written, — ^^ Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish,** 

I introduce this subject here, quite aware 
that it may appear forced, and out of its place, 
because I believe many mistakes have gone 
abroad about this word repentance, and that 
many sincerely anxious and penitent souls in 
God*s sight, have been sore let and hindered 
in their search after salvation by a misappre- 
hension of the meaning of the word. 

Satan, if he cannot keep us altogether care- 
less about our souls, endeavours to lead us 
astray by misinterpretat\oii% oi ^<iT\:^\3c»^^ -^ssSi. 
unsound deductions from QfO^^^x^^K^"^^^^* 
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And this is most glaringly bis manner with the 
word repentance. 

Meravola, the word in the original Greek, 
and which we translate ** repentance," signifies 
literally, A change of mind ; and the verse I 
have quoted from Luke xiii. 3, — ^^ Except ye 
repent^ ye shall all likewise perish^^^ would be as 
correctly, I might say even more correctly 
because more literally translated, if it had 
been, — "Except ye change your mindsy ye shall 
all likewise perish." 

Divers as are the minds of men, and different 
as are their ideas of happiness, in one respect 
they are all alike. They none of them by 
nature look on the Lord Jehovah as the 
greatest and chiefest good, but all seek their 
happiness in something that is not Gk>D. I have 
ftdly described the state of the natural man in 
the beginning of this little book, I shall not 
therefore repeat it; but will only say that, 
being born without God, and the slave of the 
spirit that he inherited from Adam, he is by 
nature contented with his position ; and so long 
as his earthly condition is a prosperous one, it 
troubles him little that he is without Gk)D. 
Now there must be repentance, — a change of 
mind about thiBf or we cannot be saved. The 
r02yr£r8t words our Saviour pxew^^m y^sXJ^^ 
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were, — ^^Itepent ye, and believe the Gospel." 
Peter's first teaching after our Lord's ascension 
was the same, — ^^Repenty and be baptized every 
one of you, in the name of Christ Jesus." And 
Paul testified everywhere "to the Jews and 
also to the Greeks, repentance towards God, and 
faith to our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Now this repentance, preached so continually 
by our Lord and His Apostles, is nothing more 
or less than a change of mind that leads us 
habitually to put God fir st, and to desire and seek 
Him hefore all things. It is a change of mind that 
works in us the desire to obey the first com- 
mandment, — ** Thou shalt have none othee 
QODS BEPOBE Me," and without this, all professed 
acceptance of Christ is a delusion, and not the work 
of the Roly Spirit, 

There may, or there may not be, as an 
accompaniment to true repentance, such a keen 
sense of our past sinfulness as fills our eyes 
with tears, and our hearts with known and felt 
sorrow; but whether there is, or is not, this 
sorrow is not in itself repentance, or even neces- 
sary to be experienced, before we may close 
with Christ, and accept His salvation. If we 
reaUy desire God, the very fact that we desire 
Him is a proof that our hearta wt<5k Os^as^'^^ 
tow&rda Him ; and it ia \5dl^ \,^^<^c^% ^'^ '^'«>i^»2^ 
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to stumble the anxious soi^ and to keep him in 
unbelief, that until he has felt a certain amount 
of sensational sorrow about the heart, he cannot 
be truly penitent, and must not appropriate 
the promises of Christ, or believe in the for- 
giveness of his sins. This is directly contrary 
to the teaching of the Bible, where the evidence 
of repentance is made to consist in conduct ; a 
willingness and a determination to give up sin, 
and to obey at all costs ihe commandments of 
the Lord. A man who is conscious that he has 
this Spirit in him, only requires faith in the 
Word of the Lobd to enrol himself amongst 
the blessed ; for he is of the number of those 
who hunger and thirst after righteousness ; and 
it is unbelief alone that can hinder him from 
resting in the promise that he '^ shall be 
satisfied." 

As a rule, I think it is after a man has been 
enabled by God's Spirit to lay hold of Christ, 
and to realize on the faith of God's Word, that, 
in spite of all that he has been, and stiU is, his 
sins are forgiven him, and he is a saved man ; 
that then it is, as he sits in some quiet solitude 
reflecting on the marvellous difference between 
being lost and saved, and on the marvellous 
Jove that sought him when he was lost, and 
found and saved him ; ttxat t\ie)Ti \\. \^^— \q^q 
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and peace at work together in his heart, — ^that 
the tears of godly sorrow run down his cheeks, 
deepening that " repentance " which first showed 
itself in a willingness to forsake sin, and 
strengthening that ^^ change of mind^^ which- 
first made him turn to God. 

No man, however, can lay down an exact 
rule for these things. God is a Sovereign, and 
will bring His people to Himself, **m the way 
that He shall choose. ^^ But this we do know, — 
that every one who confesseth and forsaketh 
sin, and believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
goes to God in His name, shall most certainly 
not be cast out, but shall be saved. He will 
not be saved, however, hecaicse of his repentance 
or change of mind ; neither will he be saved 
because he confesses and forsakes his sin; he 
will not be saved even because he believes in 
the Lord Jesus, or because he goes to God jn 
His name. Without these things it is most 
true that he will be lost ; yet for all that, the 
only and alone procuring cause of his salvation 

is ** THE BLOOD OF THE LaMB.'' 
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The New Name. 



LET US bear in mind then that the children 
of Israel were saved befoee they took 
one step out of the land of Egypt. They 
listened to what Gk)d said, and considering 
nothing else, obeyed Him, and weee saved. 

But, being saved, what was their immediate 
conduct? How long did they remain in the 
land after their salvation ? A few days : a week 
perhaps, or a month, to make their necessary 
preparations ? Not one day ! But on the very 
same day — the day on which they were saved — 
the day of the blood-sprinkling — ^without even 
waiting to bake their bread — with " their dough 
before it waa leavened, their kneading-troughs 
being bound up in their clothes upon their 
shoulders, " did these Israolitea, «I\iow.\. «a.\kasi.- 
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dred thousand on foot that were men, with 
their children, and flocks, and herds, even 
very much cattle, go out from Egypt, and start 
on their wilderness jaurney, for the land of 
Canaan. 

And as it was with them, so it must be, and 
so will it ever be, with him who truly receives 
God's way "of salvation. Having being taught 
by the Holy Ghost to accept Christ, his body 
has become the temple of the living God; 
having fed by faith on the true Paschal Lamb, 
he HATH, as Jesus Himself tells us (John vi. 
54 — 56), " EVERLASTING LITE *' — he dwoUeth in 
Christ, and Christ in him — and the devil cannot 
for one moment keep him longer in his king- 
dom. As no thought, even for necessary food, 
could detain these Israelites in Egypt, so no 
earthly consideration can detain the true be- 
liever in the world. Satan is still in him, but 
the Holy Ghost is in him also; and it is the 
Holy Ghost who leads him now, and not Satan. 
Satan will still tempt, and harass, and strive to 
hinder — and alas, even sometimes may gain a 
triumph ; but he can no longer rule, and reign, 
and exercise dominion : a stronger than he has 
bound the strong man, and delivered "the 
lawful captive;" and the slave of Satan kaa 
become Christ's freedmaii) aiA \a \^^ ^s^ '^^ 

-SSL 
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Spirit of Q-od. That leading is invariahly the 
same J — our of the world. (2 Cor. vi. 14 — 18.) 

It is to be remarked also, that these Israelites, 
though they came out on the very day, not only 
did not, but could not get out of Egypt, until 
after their salvation. Before this they were 
anxious to get out, and in many wavs they had 
proved it ; and even God Himself nad fought 
manifestly on their side, and against Pharaoh, 
to compel him to let them go : yet their anxieties, 
and strivings, and contendings had effected no 
deliverance. In spite of God and man, Pha- 
raoh still held the Israelites in his power, bond- 
slaves in the land of Egypt. 

But behold, from the moment that they fed 
on the lamb slain, and trusted in the blood for 
their salvation, everything is changed. All 
things begin to work together for their good. 
Their leaving "Egypt has now not only become 
easy, but actually a necessity; for the very 
Egyptians who had before suffered so many 
things rather than let them go, are now " urgent 
upon the people, that they might send them out 
of the land in haste," so ** that they were thrust 
out of Egypt, and could not tarry," Neither 
do they go empty-handed. Who can tell the 
mighty power of God to us- ward who believe ? 
JETe gave the people favour m lik^ €?l^^ oi ^'^ 
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Egyptians, and jewels of gold, and jewels of 
silver, and raiment, are freely lavished on 
them. In the night that they took the blood 
every diflBlculty vanished ; and Israel having 
spoiled the Egyptians, went with a high hand 
out of the land of Egypt. (Exod. xiv. 8.) 

Surely he may run that readeth these lessons 
of the Holy Spirit. Neither good desires, nor 
prayers, nor wrestlings, nor strivings, nor any 
other thing but the blood of Ohbist, can so 
bring us under the power of God as to enable 
Him to deliver us out of the power of Satan. 
The desires in the hearts of the Israelites to 
come out from. Egypt, and the judgments on 
Pharaoh to compel him to let the people go, 
were doubtless both of them the work of God ; 
and doubtless, the desires, and prayers, and 
wrestlings of the sinner to escape from the 
power of Satan, are the strivings of the Holy 
Ghost within him, not willing that any should 
perish. But, as in the case of Pharaoh and 
the Israelites, if there had been no judgment 
of death, and no salvation by blood, they never 
would have been delivered ; so in the case of 
the anxious sinner, unless he ceases from his 
own experiences and believes in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, he never will be aav©^. 

Moreover, it is a most ao\eimi i"afc\.> *CaaX. *^^ 
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wrestlings and strivings of the Holy Ghost are 
not only not salvation, but very often do not 
end in it. In too many cases He is grieved, 
and put away, and finally quenched. The 
words of Stephen to the Jewish rulers may 
be addressed with truth to multitudes : " Ye 
stiffiiecked, in heart and ears ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost." And there are many 
doubtless at this moment amongst the lost, 
whose damning sin was that they qxtenghed 
THE spiEiT. (1 Thess. V. 19.) We have no 
salvation until we close with Jesus. However 
strong our convictions, or excellent our moral 
character, we are in our sins till then, and 
without God in the world : but the instant we 
receive Christ, His Father becomes our Father, 
and His God our God, and He is able to 
accomplish both for us, and in us, all His 
mighty purposes of mercy. 

I would say it very reverently, but I am sure 
it is a most Scriptural truth, that until the 
sinner believes in Jesus Christ, God has no 

POWEE TO SAVE HIM. Christ is *' THE POWEE OF 

God UNTO salvation:" God's '* invention," 
if I may so speak,— called in Scripture, " the 
wisdom of God," for the salvation of sinners 
And had there been any other woa^ in which H 
oould have been a ** just God and a ^asvs\« 
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He would liave spared His only begotten Son : 
but there was no other tvat/, and so God freely 
gave Him up for us all ; and in this way He is 
able to save to the uttermost them that come 
to God by Him. 

Oh, what false hopes and refuges of lies 
about God's mercy would be swept away, if but 
this truth was fully recognised, — that out op 
Chbist, or unless we believe in Chbist, which 
is the same thing, God has no poweb to save 
us. How plainly does the New Testament 
speak on this subject : Jesus oould do no 
mighty work in His own country, because of 
their unbelief. (Matt. xiii. 58, and Mark vi. 
5.) And how easily might this be understood, 
if men would but take the trouble to think. 

There are but two powers on earth — the Lord 
Jesus Christ and Satan ; both these are striving 
to do a mighty work — the one to save, the other 
to destroy the sinner ; and he that the sinner 
believes, be it Christ or Satan, does the mighty 
work that he desires. The other, he that is not 
believedy cannot do it, simply because he is not 
believed. The Lord Jesus Christ says, Believe 
in my Word, and I will save you. Instantly 
another spirit rises up, and says something, 
which however plausible it may sound, contra- 
dicts that word : if we \)d\fiv^ ^iXv-aX* «^Ycvi^^^^3^sss^ 
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efmnot do His miglity work in us, became we 
will not believe Him ; we believe the spirit that 
contradicts Him, and so make God a liar : but 
if we say to this spirit — ^no matter how he 
approaches us, whether he comes as a power of 
darkness, or an angel of light ; whether it be 
through the evidence of our feelings, or fears, 
or wisdom, or senses — Show me what you tell me 
in the Bible ; and if when he cannot, we reply 
to him in the words of Jesus — " Get thee be- 
hind me Satan, for thou savourest not the 
things that be of Gt)d ; " then this spirit cannot 
do his mighty work in us, because we will not 
believe him. 

Oh, the mighty power of unbelief. By faith 
we resist the devil, and drive him from us, so 
that he cannot harm us ; by unbelief we resist the 
Holy Spirit, and drive Him from us, so that He 
cannot save us. How earnestly should we pray 
— **Lord, grant me that faith which faileth not : 
Lord, increase in me true faith continually." 

There is one expression that occurs twice in 
the last few verses of this wonderful twelfth 
chapter of Exodus, to which, before I conclude 
my observations upon it, I would request your 
special notice. It is the new name given by 
Qod to the children of Israel. **Thb hosts 
oj' THE Lord I " " The abmieb oi? \«»iCEu\" 
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Thus we read, — ** Now the sojourning of the 
children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was 
four hundred and thirty years. And it came 
to pass at the end of the four hundred and 
thirty years, even the self-same day it came to 
pass, that all the hosts of the Lord went out 
from the land of Egypt. It is a night to he 
much ohserved unto the Lord for hringing 
them out from the land of Egypt. The Lord 
did hring the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt by their armies." 

Wonderful words ! Hosts of the Lord ! 
Soldiers! and soldiers composing the armies 
of the living God ! 

And who are these hosts ? who are the 
soldiers that compose these armies, and that 
are honoured with such noble titles ? They 
are the childben of Israel ! ** The Lord did 
bring the children of Israel out by their 
armies." 

It is most true ! The very same children of 
Israel who but a little while ago were in the 
horrible pit and the miry clay — slaves to Pha- 
raoh and the Egyptians; the very same who, 
but a little while ago, were set to the impossible 
service of making bricks without straw, and 
who, because they failed, were beaten*^ tixA 
same, in short, who, "buV. a 'NiViXa ^\!Sl^ 'w;|?^^ 
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were the type of all that was hopeless and 
degraded — these children of Israel cried unto 
the Lord, and He sent them His Word, and 
declared to them His way of salvation: they 
believed it, and acted on it; and in that in- 
stant, — ^not the next day, or a week, or a month 
afterwards, but ** on the very same night," — 
jfrom the most abject amongst men, they were 
at once exalted to the noblest place amongst 
the nations. From slaves they became soldiers, 
and not soldiers merely, but soldiers of the 
living God, — ^hosts of the Lord Almighty, com- 
missioned to fight His battles, under the banner 
of the Lord of hosts, their Leader ! 

What we are, what we may be : Oubselves 

— ^A PICTURE. 




XII. 

LET US now go on to the fourteenth chapter 
of this book of Exodus. We read, — 
** And it was told the king of Egypt 
that the people fled : and the heart of Pharaoh 
and of his servants was turned against the 
people, and they said, Why have we done this, 
that we have let Israel go from serving us? 
And he made ready his chariot, and took his 
people with him : and he took six hundred 
chosen chariots of Egypt, and captains over 
every one of them. And he pursued after the 
children of Israel, and overtook them encamping 
by the sea. And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the 
children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and be- 
hold the Egyptians marched after them; and 
they were sore a&aid : and the children of Israel 
cried out unto the Lord. And the Lord said 
imto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto Me ? — 
Speak unto the children of Isrft.^V ^^^ ^^"^ ^^ 
forward. 
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** And the angel of God, which went before 
the camp of Israel, removed and went behind 
them : and the pillar of the cloud went from 
before their face, and stood behind them : and 
it came between the camp of the Egyptians and 
the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and 
darkness to them, but it gave light by night to 
these : so that the one came not near the other 
all the night. 

'* And Moses stretched out his hand over the 
sea ; and the Lord caused the sea to go back 
by a strong east wind all that night, and made 
the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 
And the children of Israel went into the midst 
of the sea upon the dry ground : and the waters 
were a wall unto them on their right hand, and 
on their left. 

"And the Egyptians pursued, and went in 
after them to the midst of the sea. even all 
Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horse- 
men. And it came to pass that in the morning 
watch the Lord looked unto the host of the 
Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the 
cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians^ 
and took off their chariot wheels, that they 
drave them heavily: so that the Egyptians 
said, "Let us fee from the face of Israel ; for the 
-Lord £ghteth for them agamat \k^ "Ek^^VKjajaa, 
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** And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out 
thine hand over the sea, that the waters may 
come again upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots, and upon their horsemen. And Moses 
stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the 
sea returned to his strength when the morning 
appeared: and the Egyptians fled against it; 
and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the 
midst of the sea. And the waters returned, 
and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, 
and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the 
sea after them ; there remained not so much as 
one of them. But the children of Israel walked 
upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and 
the waters were a wall unto them on their 
right hand, and on their left. 

" Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of 
the hand of the Egyptians ; and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead upon the sea-shore." 

Oh, what a mass of instruction is here, and 
all written for our learning ! First, what was 
the destruction of Pharaoh ? His last sin. A 
man's last sin is always his destruction. No 
amount of past guilt, be you who or what you 
may, will ever destroy your soul, if you will 
NOW confess and forsake your sins, and go to 
God by Jesus Christ ; but beware of r^'ecting the 
present moment^ or returning ^^ again unlo J^iV^'i'* 
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God had visited Phaxaoh in judgment, until 
lie was brought not merely to promise, but 
actually to act as God had commanded him. 
And had he then really sought the Lord and 
taken Him for his God, the past would have 
been forgiven, and the day on which he let the 
children of Israel go, would have been to him 
as it was to them, the heginning of days. But 
no, the judgment was no sooner past than it 
was forgotten, and the old lust returned ; and 
behold the man who had not only cried, " I 
have sinned, entreat the Lord* for me,'* but 
who had given evidence of his repentance by 
giving up his sin ; that man, let alone by God, 
and led captive by Satan at his will, goes after 
his old sin again. 

Again, I would point out to you, as I did in 
the earlier chapters of this little book, what 
multitudes there are, apparently now hardened 
from the love and fear of God, who have done 
just the same. They were once in trouble, and 
they prayed, and promised, and vowed vows 
unto the Lord. They did more. They not only 
determined to forsake sin, but actually did give 
up much outward evil, and were made profess- 
edly willing to let all go that stood between 
tiieir soula and God. And God heard their 
prayera and removed iheix tna\a> ^^ 1^^ 
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might prove what was in their hearts. How 
have they acted ? Instead of performing their 
vows *'it is happened imto them according to 
the true proverb : the dog is turned to his own 
vomit again, and the sow that was washed, to 
her wallowing in the mire." (2 Pet. ii. 22.) 

Thus did Pharaoh, and thus did he again and 
again ; and thus did he once too often, as does 
every lost man and woman with whom the Spirit 
strives. This going again after the Israelites 
filled up the measure of his iniquity. 

It was his crowning sin, and God cut him 
down in it. Oh, reader, if you are still unsaved, 
tempt Him not to cut you down by resisting 
the lesson taught 3'^ou. Again I say, no matter 
how much you have backslidden, mercy is still 
jfreely offered you, and pardon is within your 
reach ; but as you would escape even a worse 
fate than that of Pharaoh, trifle not with the 
present moment, but at once go to Him who 
has written a special prayer for the backslider, 
and beseech Him to heal your backslidings for 
Jesus Christ's sake. (See Hosea xiv.) 

Again : as the experience of Pharaoh is the 
experience of many of the lost, so is the experi- 
ence of the Israelites (their old enemies coming 
after them again, and making them a&aid) the 
axperience of many oi QfO^ ^ ^^^-^^^ "^ ^ -s«fe^ 
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— " the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, 
and, behold the Egyptians marched after them, 
afld they were sore afraid ; " and I believe that 
Satan sometimes successfully uses the fear of 
this experience not only to make God's people 
fearfud, bub as a means of keeping his own 
people still under his bondage. How often do 
such suggestions as these arise in the wavering 
soul: **What is the use of my trying to be 
religious? What is the use of my going to 
God and pleading the blood of Jesus Christ, 
and praying for the Holy Spirit? Do I not 
know that very soon (perhaps before to-morrow 
or even to-day is over) my old sins will be 
besetting me again, and I shall be sure to be 
overcome?" 

Now to whom is a man listening, when he 
yields to such arguments? To whom were 
these Israelites listening, when they were sore 
airaid, and said, "We shall die in the wilder- 
ness " ? You know very well who it was ; and 
you know very well, if such thoughts are in 
your heart, who it is that is putting them there. 
It is the spirit that this generation of Israelites 
afterwards believed to their destruction. It is 
the spirit that makes God a liar. 
Sad not Qod said, '* I will bring you in," as 
frell as ''bring you out" ? AjxiQl \kaa T^aX. HJsxa 
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same God said to all under this dispensation 
who put their trust in Him, " Sin shall not have 
dominion over you: " and when God says ^*tt 
shall not,^* will you dare to say " it shall, and 
wilV^ ? Is it not in dependence on His promises 
that we are to start on our Christian journey ? 
Are we called to go a warfare on our own 
charges, or to fight our enemies in our own 
strength ? It was for our sakes, for our learn- 
ing, as well as for the trial of their faith, that 
these Israelites were brought into the position 
that we are now considering. 

And truly, for flesh and blood the position 
was a trying one. Before them the Red Sea — 
behind them their old enemies, Pharaoh and 
the Egyptians. What was to be done ? Would 
not Satan suggest that if they followed the 
leading of God, the very first step would be 
destruction ? that it was better to return to 
Egypt ; that slavery was preferable to death ? 
Oh, never be deterred from entering on a reli- 
gious life, because your own senses tell you 
that the very first step will be destruction. It 
is one of the most common devices of our great 
enemy. By God's grace, these children of Israel 
were not deterred. Their faith wavered, but it 
failed not : they had doubts and fears, but " his 
you are to whom you yield -jout^^ ^^-r^wi^* ^s^ 



144 THE DESTEUCTION. 

t 

obey ; " and they obeyed not the doubts and 
fears, but they obeyed the word of God : that 
word was — ** Go forwabd." 

''And the Lord said unto Moses, Speak unto 
the children of Israel, that they go forward." 

** Go FORWABD." *' To do SO," says nature, 
** is certain death. There is the Red Sea before 
us, and we shall be drowned : we must he. In 
some cases it might be a matter of doubt, but 
in this case there is no doubt : to go forward 
is immediate and absolute destruction." ** Very 
well," says faith : "so let it be. It is quite 
clear that God does say, ' Go forward ; ' and 
if we walk in the way of His commandments, 
we have the promise — * Nothing shall in any- 
wise harm us.' If to go forward is destruction, 
then destruction is the best thing that can hap- 
pen to us ; and if destruction is not the best 
thing that can happen to us, then we shall not 
be destroyed in going forward." Thus argue.d 
nature, and thus answered faith ; and, thanks 
be to God, the Israelites walked by faith. They 
obeyed God, and went forward. What hap- 
pened ? Did they all perish ? We have the 
account from God Himself: "Moses stretched 
out his hand over the sea ; and the Lord caused 
iJ20 se& to go back by a strong east wind all 
^at night, and made the Bea dx^ Wid.^ and 
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the waters were divided. And the children of 
Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the 
dry ground : and the waters were a wall unto 
them on their right hand, and on their left." 

And have such experiences as these been 
confined to the Israelites of the days of Moses ? 
"Where is the Christian of any standing who 
cannot tell of many such ! Yea, I believe they 
are well known even to the very youngest 
Christian. Which of us has not fancied, at 
some time or another, that to go forward in 
the direct way of God's commandments would 
entail on us something very ruinous? Yet, 
having gone forward, have we foimd it so? 
Not once only, but again and again, has not 
the thing we dreaded proved, like Bunyan*s 
chained lion, powerless to hurt us? K this 
has not been your experience, reader, your ex- 
perience has been different from mine ; though 
be sure of this, let that be as it may — ^if you are 
believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, all things 
ABE working together for your good, and ** no- 
thing shall by any means harm you : " still I 
think that if you are God's child our experience 
has been much the same ; and that you and I, 
and multitudes can testify at this moment,, that 
having gone forward in the faxje of difficMlfc^ 
imd danger, we kavQ IovjjiQl t^sA. ^"^ *^^ ^i:^.- 
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culty vanisli and the danger no danger at all ; 
but the very line of conduct, which before by 
faith we entered on it looked so ruinous and 
destructive, has proved to us what going for- 
ward proved to these Israelites — the very best 
step for their own interests they ever took in 
their lives. 

Yet, alas, how sad it is that being able to set 
to our seals that this is true of the past, we 
should still be so weak in faith, and backward 
to go forward, " Lord, increase our faith." 

We must remember, however, that the pro- 
mises, '* all things work together for good,** 
and ** nothing shall by any means harm you," 
are promises made only to the Israel of God, 
or in other words to the true believer. I was 
going to say that there are no promises in 
Scripture, except to believers ; but that is not 
so ; for there is an awful class of promises 
made to the ungodly : still it is a most solemn 
truth that the things that work together for 
good to Christians, and are a savour of life 
unto life to them, are a savour of death unto 
death to others. Thus was it at the Bed Sea. 

We read, — **The children of Israel went 
into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground ; 
and the Egyptians pursued and went in after 
them, even all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, 
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and his horsemen." Poor, infatuated Pharaoh ! 
Infatuated Egyptians ! Thinking of no con- 
sequences, intent only on the gratification of 
their immediate lusts and longings, king and 
people rushed madly, blindly, presumptuously 
(as many in our own day do, to the Lord's 
table and other Christian ordinances), along 
the same path that had been opened by God 
as a channel of salvation for His own people. 
What a judgment followed ! 

No doubt you remember that the Lord, who 
** went hefore the children of Israel by day in 
a pillar of a cloud to lead them the way, and 
by night in a pillar of fire to give them light," 
removed, when Pharaoh pursued the people, 
and went behind them ; and the pillar of cloud 
came between the camp of the Egyptians, and 
the camp of Israel. First, went the Israelites, 
then came the pillar of fire and of the cloud, 
and then came the host of the Egyptians. And 
it came to pass, that in the morning watch, 
when they were somewhere in the middle of the Red 
Sea, that ** The Lord looked unto the host 
OF THE Egyptians through the pillar of 
fire and of the cloud, and troubled the 
host of the egyptians." 

"The Lord looked unto the host of the 
Egyptians," and the look, we read, troubled 
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THEM. No doubt it did ; but what language 
can express that trouble ! Dear reader, who- 
ever you are, think for a moment what must 
have been the feelings of Pharaoh when he 
saw that Eye of God upon him. A beloved 
mother now in glory, first drew my attention 
to this portion of Scripture when I was a child, 
and I have never forgotten it. It was the first 
time that Pharaoh had ever seen Qt)d. He 
had no faith ; he had walked by sight, and not 
by faith, and he had never seen Him who is 
Invisible. His own words, in reply to a mes- 
sage jfrom this very God, had been — " I know 
not the Lord." But pow Pharaoh saw God. 
It pleased God to manifest Himself visibly to 
Pharaoh. Pharaoh saw the Eye of Gt)d look- 
ing at Him, — and it troubled him ! 

Oh, reader, if you saw the Eye of God look- 
ing at YOU, would it trouble you ? It is looking 
at YOU, whether you see it or not ; and if you 
have not turned to Him already, if you will 
turn to Him now, He will see you turn, and 
will accept you ; but if not, the day will come 
when you will see the Eye of God on you as 
Pharaoh saw it. You will see it on you in 
JUDGMENT ! This was Pharaoh's day of judg- 
ment. Pharaoh never saw God until the day 
of judgment : and better would it be for any 
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man never to have been bom, than never to 
see God till then. 

God had been as close to Pharaoh all his life 
as He was in that awful passage in the midst 
of the Red Sea : and it was not because He 
was so far off from him that Pharaoh had not 
seen God ; but Pharaoh, like all the rest of us, 
had been bom blind, and his eyes had never 
been opened to see spiritual persons and spirit- 
ual things ; but now they are opened, as every 
man's eyes will be opened, either here or here- 
after, and HE SAW God. 

Again, I beseech you try and picture to your- 
self his feelings. Over and over again should 
God's dealings have led him to repentance; 
but that which should have softened him, only 
made his heart the harder, and now his day of 
grace was gone. Suddenly, in the very middle 
of his sin, and without a possibility of escape, 
he is brought face to face with God. We may 
judge something of his agony from the cry it 
wrung from him : **Let tis flee." 

" Let us flee." Whither can a man flee from 
God ? K he climb up into heaven, He is there ; 
if he make his bed in hell. He is there also. 
There was a day once when Pharaoh might 
have fled, not indeed from God, but to God, 
and God would have been a Eefuge for him ; 
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but mercy and judgment had been alike in 
vain : nothing could either draw him or drive 
him to God ; now God has risen up, and shut 
to the door of escape, and whither could he 
flee? 

Poor, wretched Pharaoh ! To him was ful- 
filled one of the promises made to the impeni- 
tent and unbelieving : << Because I have called, 
and ye refused ; I have stretched out my hand, 
and no man regarded ; but ye have set at 
nought all my counsel, and would none of my 
reproof : I also will laugh at your calamity ; I 
will mock when your fear cometh." (Prov. i. 
24—26.) 

" Let us flee." It was too late. There was 
no place for repentance now, for Pharaoh or 
his people. '* Moses stretched forth his hand 
over the sea, and the sea returned to its 
strength, and the Egyptians fled against it, 
and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the 
midst of the sea." Of all the host of Pharaoh 
that came into the sea after them, there re- 
mained not so much as one of them. '' Thus 
the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hands 
of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead upon the sea shore." 

Eeader, it was too late for Pharaoh, but it 
is not too late for you. Will you now, this 
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moment, if you are yet an unsaved person, give 
up your sins, and flee to God, through Jesus 
Christ ? Answer the question to God, for it is He 
who asks it, and He is waiting for your answer. 

But you say you are already safe amongst 
the Israelites. Then by grace are you saved, 
through faith. Give God the glory, for it is 
He alone who has made you to differ. 




xin. 



%^t ^onQ of "^xmt %)st ^itttr 

later. 



**jnP(HEN sang Moses and the children of 
I Israel this song unto the Lord, and 
spake, saying, 

**I will sing unto the Lord, for He -hath 
triumphed gloriously : the horse and nis rider 
hath He thrown into the sea. 

" The Lord is my strength and song, and 
He is become my salvation : He is my God, 
and I will prepare Him an habitation; my 
father's God, and I will exalt Him. 

" The Lord is a man of war : the Lord is 
His name. 

" Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath He 
oast into the sea : his chosen captains also are 
drowned in the Red Sea. 

** The depths have covered them : they sank 
into the bottom as a stone. 
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** Thy right hand, Lord, is become glorious 
in power : Thy right hand hath dashed in 
pieces the enemy. 

** And in* the greatness of Thine excellency 
Thou hast overthrown them that rose up 
against Thee : Thou sentest forth Thy wrath, 
which consumed them as stubble. 

**And with the blast of Thy nostrils the 
waters were gathered together, the floods stood 
uprigh^as an heap, and the depths were con- 
gealed in the heart of the sea. 

** The enemy said, I will pursue, I will over- 
take, I will divide the spoil ; my lust shall be 
satisfied upon them ; I will draw my sword, 
my hand shall destroy them. 

**Thou didst blow with Thy wind, the sea 
covered them : they sank as lead in the mighty 
waters. 

" Who is like unto Thee, Lord, among the 
gods ? who is like Thee, glorious in holiness, 
fearful in praises, doing wonders ? 

** Thou stretchest out Thy right hand, the 
earth swallowed them. 

**Thou, in Thy mercy, hast led forth the 
people which Thou hast redeemed ; Thou hast 
guided them in Thy strength unto Thy holy 
habitation. 

** The people shall hear, and be afraid : sor- 
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row shall take hold on the inhabitants of 
Palestina. 

" Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed ; 
the mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take 
hold upon them ; all the inhabitants of Canaan 
shall melt away. 

" Fear and dread shall fall upon them ; by 
the greatness of Thine arm they shall be as 
still as a stone; till Thy people pass over, O 
Lord, till the people pass over, whioh-Thou 
hast purchased. 

** Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them 
in the mountain of Thine inheritance, in the 
place, Lord, which Thou hast made for Thee 
to dwell in, in the sanctuary, Lord, which 
Thy hands have established. 

" The Lord shall reign for ever and ever." 

Oh, what a song of praise is this which burst 
from the lips of these delivered Lraelites ! How 
magnificent in its language ! How strong in its 
expressions of gratitude and faithi! How full 
and clear in ascribing to God all the honour 
of their deliverance I Oh, how their hearts beat 
with love to Him, and how loudly, and in what 
grateful language did they express it ! 

And well they might. Would not you, if 
you had been in their situation, have sung the 
Bome Bong with the same feeiiuga^ lioxiXjNXft^^ 
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you think you would. Who could have done 
otherwise ? What a miracle God had wrought 
for them ! What a deliverance He had effected ! 
But a little ago, and their only choice seemed 
between death and a return to Egypt. Now, 
the Red Sea rolled between them and Egypt, 
and their old task-masters lay dead upon its 
shore ! 

Let us, however, look a little deeper into 
the matter, for I believe there is a most in- 
structive lesson to be learned from this song 
of praise. I do not believe these first words 
which burst so impulsively from the lips of 
this saved multitude were dictated by true 
love to God. We know indeed there were 
some amongst the people whose hearts were 
right with Him. Moses, who, inspired by God's 
Spirit, composed the song, and others (a rem- 
nant according to the election of grace) no 
doubt loved Him truly, for God in no age and 
in no nation where His name is named, has 
ever left Himself without a witness ; but with 
very few exceptions these Israelites were self- 
deceivers, and had not the love of God in their 
hearts. They were not hypocrites : it is not ne- 
cessary to be a hypocrite to be a self-deceiver : 
they did not know they did not love Gc\<i^ — 
they thought they dii. Von^ 'ffisfiLs— ^^^ -^«t^ 
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sure they did. Their own feelings told them 
that they did, and they believed their feelings ; 
but they mistook that for love which was but an 
emotional sensation produced hy exciting cames. 

Now I have witnessed the same efltect from 
the same style of cause again and again ; and 
because such things are so, how closely should 
we examine the foundation of our love to God. 
I have seen persons who in the greatest stretch 
of charity I could not believe to be Christians, 
actually go down upon their knees when some 
temporal mercy or blessing had b6en granted 
them, and thank God for His goodness, with 
the tears of joy and gratitude streaming down 
their cheeks. 

Now had any one gone to these Israelites on 
the banks of the Red Sea, or to such a person 
as I speak of as he arose from his knees, and 
said, ** I do not think you really love Qt)d," 
what would they have answered ? Fully per- 
suaded of it themselves, how vehement would 
have been their asseverations. Not love God ! 
Yes, that I do ! How can I help loving Him ? 
Has He not saved me out of all my troubles ? 
But for Him what should I be now ? I thought 
there was no hope for me, — ^that I was com- 
pletely lost and ruined : but He has not only 
delivered me out of all my di^c\)i\i\^^, \wX. tk^ 
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future looks bright and happy. Not love Him ! 
I love Him dearly, and will bless and thank 
Him as long as I live. 

Some such as this would no doubt have been 
their answer, and it would have been said in 
sincerity ; and I am prepared to admit that 
there was not an Israelite in that camp on the 
Red Sea who did not believe, from the very 
bottom of his treacherous and deceitful heart, 
that he loved God. They all felt ttj and there- 
fore they believed it : but what gave rise to 
this sensational feeling of love ? 

The dispensation of God at the moment was 
what these people liked. The order of His 
dealings was in accordance with their own 
desires. Their inclinations and His will con- 
cerning them agreed together. They had been 
in a great temporal difficulty, and God had 
effected for them a great temporal deliverance. 
This called up the love they had, and filled 
their hearts with joy and gladness. They felt 
thankM to Him for doing what they liked, and 
loudly sung His praises. But what was this 
love worth when the Lord proved it? The 
very same chapter (the 15th of Exodus) that 
records their song of praise, records also that 
in three days the very men who aan^ it laawx- 
mured at God's dispeiiaal\oTi«»^ \>^^«»sR»^*^s:^*^^^s^ 
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leadings of His providence He gave them some 
bitter water ! 

Thus we read : ** Moses brought Israel from 
the Red Sea, and they went out into the wil- 
derness of Shur ; and they went three days in 
the wilderness and found no water. And when 
they came to Marah they could not drink of 
the waters of Marah, for they were bitter ; and 
the people murmured!'*'* And in the next verse 
we read : ** There He proved them.^^ 

He proved them ; proved the reality of their 
profession, as He will prove every man's. He 
proved them by putting into their hands a 
cup of bitter water, and they murmured ! Oh, 
does it not make us blush for human nature ? 
How great had been their deliverance! how 
insignificant was the trial ! The deliverance so 
great, even in the eyes of God Himself, that 
He has condescended to take from it one of 
His own noblest titles : " The Lord thy God 
who brotcght thee out of the land of JEgypt, and 
out of the house of hondage,^^ And the trial, 
how insignificant ! at the most a cup of bitter 
water. Yet it was the same God and the 
same Israelites. The God that gave the 
bitter water was the Gt)d that gave the de- 
liverance ; the -Israelites that murmured were 
the Israelites that sang the «ong of praise 
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when they saw all their enemies dead upon 
the shore. 

^Whatweare: Ourselves — apictitre! Who 
tsan deny the likeness ? Has not every believer 
been saved from a far greater destruction than 
that from which these Israelites were delivered ? 
And yet where is the saved man who is not 
compelled to confess that in his heart at least, 
if not with his lips, he has again and again 
murmured, when God has proved him with 
bitter water. 

Beloved, these things should not be, and let 
us watch and pray hereafter that they may not 
be, for they greatly dishonour God, It is the 
same God who led the Israelites through the 
Red Sea, and to the bitter water, that first led 
us to Himself, and ha^s since led us exactly to 
where we are ; and if we have intrusted our- 
selves to Him all our matters are ordered by 
Him, and when we murmur, we murmur against 
Him. Does He not love us, and does He not 
know what is best for us ? Oh, for grace to 
remember, not only when His dispensations are 
agreeable to the flesh, but also when they are 
painful and flesh-crucifying, that the Lord 
reigneth, that the Lord is our Father, and to 
praise the Lord. 

I believe there is nothing that honours God 
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more, or that God more honours, than praising 
Him in tribulation ; and few men know what a 
talent He commits to their charge wten He 
gives them bitter water. When did Paul ever 
honour God more than when at midnight, in 
the inner prison, his back cut to pieces by the 
Homan whips, and his feet made fast in the 
stocks, he prayed, and sang praises unto God ? 
And when did God ever honour Paul more 
than when, through the instrumentality of 
those prayers and praises, he brought the jailer 
to his feet with the question, ** What shall I do 
to be saved?'* Paul was caught up into the 
third heaven, and he thanked and praised God 
for the honour and the glory. Yet I never 
heard of anybody who was converted by that 
portion of Paul's history ; but who can count 
the numbers that owe their soul's salvation to 
the answer given to the jailer's question — 
** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved ! " We never should have had that 
Scripture if Paul had murmured in the inner prison 
instead of singing praises. 

Job said, ** The Lord gave and the Lord hath 

taken away : blessed be the name of the Lord." 

And the Lord said, ^^ In all this Job sinned not^* 

Job said, '* Shall we receive good at the hand 

of Qod, and shall we not leceiN^ erii't^'* kcA. 
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the Lord said, '* In all this did not Job sin with 
his lips.^^ Twice in ten verses it is recorded of 
Job, by the Holy Ghost, that he acted, when 
tried, so that God could and did say of him, 
"In all this did not Job sin." As far as I 
know, such a testimony was never vouchsafed 
to any other human being, — the Man Christ 
Jesus alone excepted. And God thus honoured 
Job, because Job honoured God and blessed Him 
in his affliction. (See Job. i. 22, and ii. 10.) 

God*s commandment to His people is — 
"Give thanks for all things;" "Be content 
with such things as you have." God*s promise 
is — "I will never leave you, nor forsake you." 
And the more literally we obey His command- 
ments and rest on His promises, the more we 
prove our love to Him, and the more may we 
expect Him to manifest His love to us. And it 
is not at the waters of Marah only, but because 
I never find these Israelites praising God for any- 
thing they did not like, that I judge them as I 
do, and say that they mistook love of self for 
love of God. The publicans and sinners would 
have praised God on the shores of the Eed Sea ; 
not to have done so would have been unnatural; 
but the true Israelite, the man who really loved 
God, would have praised Hlixi al^o ^^\&^^ ^^^s^-^s. 
of Marah. 
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And now, God having shown them what is 
in themselves — sin and self-deception; shows 
them what is in Himself — ^love and power. 
Love, not to deal with them afber their sins, 
and power to make sweet the bitter water. 
Moses, we read, ** cried unto the Lord, and the 
Lord showed him a tree, which when he had 
cast into the waters, the waters were made 
sweet." Moreover, He brought them on "to 
Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and 
threescore and ten palm-trees." Oh, how happy 
they were then, and doubtless again thought 
and felt that they loved God. 

Header, love is a conduct^ not a feding ; and 
the evidence of love is not emotion^ hut obedience. 
(John xiv. 21—23.) 

Is God proving you with bitter waters ? 
** Behold the Man, whose name is the Beanch." 
(Zechariah vi. 12.) He can give you patience 
under your sufferings, and a happy issue out of 
all your afflictions. 




XIV. 



Bo M^tnk i^0 Mixttx. 



AND now God, having rested and refreshed 
the children of Israel at Elim, again 
leads them onward and forward towards 
the land of Canaan. Fresh trials overtake 
them, however, before they have gone far; 
and I believe no child of God ever yet escaped 
their next temptation. I do not say that it 
has succeeded, even for a moment, with every 
Christian ; but I believe every Christian knows 
the temptation well. Our precious Lord Himself 
was subjected to it, and the disciple is not 
above his Master. It is this : ''I shall perish 
in the wilderness for want of food." 

On the fifteenth day of the second month 
after their departure from the land of Egypt, 
the children of Israel had no bread; and in 
the next chapter we learn also that they had 
no water. 

Now we cannot but confess that these were 
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hard trials, and according to all human calcu- 
lation they rendered their position hopeless. 
But surely the children of Israel have by this 
time learned that they have nothing to do with 
human calculations ; they unll look, not to their 
position, but to their God ; and calling to re- 
membrance Egypt, the Bed Sea, Marah, Elim, 
— will go forward with unfailing faith, antici- 
pating the Psalmist, and singing, " The Lord is 
my Shepherd, I shall not want" 

So we should have thought, and so would 
these Israelites have thought at the waters of 
Elim ; but alas, for poor human nature, if left 
to itself how sure to fall. The Israelites, tried 
again and tempted, sinned again and doubted ; 
and instead of trusting, murmured. 

Thus we read in the sixteenth of Exodus : 
** And they took their journey fix)m Elim, and 
all the congregation of the children of Israel 
came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is be- 
tween Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the 
second month after their departing out of the 
land of Egypt. And the whole congregation 
of the children of Israel murmured against 
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness: and the 
children of Israel said unto them, Wotdd to 
God we had died by the hand of the Lord in 
the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh 
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pots, and when we did eat bread to the full ; 
for ye have brought us forth into this wilder- 
ness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger." 
(Exod. xvi. 1 — 3.) 

Again, in the beginning of the next chapter, 
we read: "And all the congregation of the 
children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness 
of Sin, after their journeys, according to the 
commandment of the Lord, and pitched in 
Bephidim: and there was no water for the 
people to drink. Wherefore the people did 
chide with Moses, and said. Give us water that 
we may drink. And Moses said unto them, 
Why chide ye with me ? wherefore do ye tempt 
the Lord ? And the people thirsted there for 
water; and the people murmured against Moses, 
and said, Wherefore is this that thou hast 
brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and our cattle with thirst?" (Ex. 
xvii. 1 — 3.) 

**And Moses said. The Lord heareth your 
murmurings which ye murmur against Him: 
and what are we? your murmurings are not 
against us, but against the Lord. (Ex. xvi. 8.) 

Now it is particularly to be observed, that 
the sin of which the children of Israel were on 
this . occasion guilty, was not in wishing for 
bread and water, but in thinking for one mo- 
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ment, that after the Lord had brought them out 
of Egypt, He would suffer them, for the lack of 
any needful thing, to come short of Canaan. 
It was no sin to be hungry and thristy ; it was 
a necessity of their nature. There is nothing 
living that does not desire and require food: 
when we do not, we are dead : and that they 
did so was no sin. Their sin was to doubt 
either that God could or would support them in the 
wilderness, — or allow those who followed His lead^ 
ings to loch any good thing. This was their sin. 

It is just the same with the Christian now. 
These Israelites did not more literally require 
a supply of daily food for their bodies, than 
does the Christian for his soul. Not to do so 
is a sign of death, and the living soul would 
soon die without it. And so far from its being 
a sin, our Lord has pronounced that man 
blessed who hungers and thirsts after righteous- 
ness, adding the most precious promise, that all 
such shall be satisfied. But it is sin, and very 
great sin, should this food not be perceptibly, 
and to the evidence of our own senses, imme- 
diately supplied, to murmur and be fearful. 
It was for the trial of their faith that these 
things happened to the Israelites, as do the 
trials of all Christians in all ages : and it is 
^' after ye have suffered awhile " that ye may 
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expect to be stablished, strengthened, settled. 
Thus it Was that Moses at the end of his 
ministry interpreted the many mysterious deal- 
ings of God with Israel ; and thus it is that I 
would urge on all who are striving to follow 
the leadings of His Spirit, to interpret dis- 
pensations which they do not understand. 

**The way," says Moses, in the eighth of 
Deuteronomy, ** which the Lord thy God led 
thee these forty years in the wilderness, was to 
humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was 
in thine heart, whether thou wouldat keep His com- 
mandmenta, or no. And He humbled thee, and 
suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, 
which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers 
know; that He might make thee know that man 
doth not live by bread only, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man 
live.^^ 

Now, in this Scripture it has pleased God to 
reveal for our learning, why it was that He led 
these Israelites where He knew they would be 
tempted : to humble them, to prove them, and to 
know what was in their hearts. It was not God 
who tempted them. St. James specially warns 
us against such a doctrine, saying — "Let no 
man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of 
God." Ood tempteth no man. The very thought 
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is blasphemy, and the suggestion of Satan : 
but God in His leadings heavenward, often 
brings His people into very trying positions; 
and Satan taking advantage of these positions, 
tempts us, — which God permits, for the trial of 
our faith. If our faith fail not — if we trust 
Him in the darkness, and when we know not 
what He doeth, — great is the glory brought to 
Him, and great the blessing to our own souls ; 
for "Blessed is the man,'' says St. James, 
" that endure th temptation : " and again : 
'* Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temp- 
tations.'* But if, under trial, our faith fails ; 
and instead of resting on God's Word, we give 
way to unbelief and murmuring, — great is 
the triumph of the Tempter, great the dis- 
honour to God, and great the damage to our 
own souls. 

It is quite true that it was God who had led 
these children of Israel where they were. It 
is quite true that it was because they had fol- 
lowed Him they had no bread and no water. 
But it was not God who put the thought into 
their hearts, " We shall peeish." Satan, 
taking advantage of the position into which 
they had been led by the Spirit, was its author ; 
and thereby, unwittingly to himself, worked out 
God's purpose of proving both to Him and to 
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the Israelites, what was in their hearts. Was it 
according to the profession they made when 
they sang the song on the banks of the Eed 
Sea? 

Oh, if instead of believing appearances, they 
had believed the promise ! If they had fed, not 
on what they saw and felt, but on the Word 
that had proceeded out of the mouth of God, — 
that Word which had said, I will not only bring 
you out, but I will hring you in, — how different 
would have been the record left for our learn- 
ing. How different is the record left us ly THE 
TEUE SEED OF ABEAHAM, when led by 
God into the same position. (See the history, 
in Matthew iv. 1.) 

** Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into 
the wilderness, to be tempted of the devil. 
And when He had fasted forty days and forty 
nights. He was afterwards an hungered. And 
when the Tempter came to Him, he said, If 
Thou be the Son of God, command that these 
stones be made bread. But He answered and 
said. It is written, Man shall not live hy bread 
alone, hut hy every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God,^^ 

Blessed Jesus ! " In all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin.'* "In that He 
Himself hath suffered being tempted. He is 
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able also to succour them that are tempted." 
(Hebrews ii. 18; iv. 15.) This He bore for 
our sakes, leaving us an example how we also 
should contend with Satan. Let us look for a 
moment at the history, and may God the Holy 
Spirit help us. 

Immediately after His baptism at Jordan, 
where He had received that glorious refreshing, 
God the Spirit descending on Him in a bodily 
shape, and the Father proclaiming audibly 
from heaven, "This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased," was Jesus led into 
the wilderness, as were the Israelites from Elim, 
to be tempted of the devil. Porty days and 
forty nights did His heavenly Father leave 
Him without food; His only companions the 
wild beasts and Satan. Now, reader, I beseech 
you remember this is a true history, and written 
for our learning. How the holy human nature 
of Jesus was supported for these forty days we 
know not. God can support man without food, 
though food cannot support man without God, 
and He had for the same length of time before 
supported both Moses and Elijah. (Deut. ix. 
9; 1 Kings xix. 8.) But at the end of the 
forty days it is recorded that Jesus "was an 
hungered." 

And now, taking advantage of His position, 
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comes the Tempter, and says, Make these stones 
bread : or, in other words, Give up Thy trust 
in God ; act for Thyself. Forty days hast Thou 
waited for Thy Father, and He has sent no 
deliverance ; now use the power which, if Thou 
be the Son of God, Thou hast, and deliver 
Thyself: the end justifies the means. God 
cannot expect you to remain here and starve. 

Such was one of the temptations to which our 
precious Saviour was exposed when following 
the leadings of the Spirit of God. Eemember 
He did not place Himself in temptation, — ^that 
would have made all the difference ; but, while 
following the leadings of God's Spirit, He was 
tempted by the devil. Now how does He meet 
it ? As the Israelites did, by murmuring ; or 
as Satan suggested, by acting independently of 
His Father? God forbid; for then no flesh 
could have been saved : but He met it, not 
with these, but with "the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God?^ Not for one moment 
did He consider His own position, or the means 
of deliverance which He held in His own power; 
but, looking away from Self to those stores of 
Scripture which dwelt so richly in Him, He 
inquired, Whut do they say for the guidance of 
God's children in circumstances such as Mine ? 
and then answered the Tempter with — 
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"It is written!" 

It is written ! Oh, the mighty power of these 
words, if men would only believe what is written ! 
Jesus, in His life-long conflict with the devil, 
had meat to eat which the world knew not of; 
and this meat was ^^ every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God,^* It was the light to 
His feet, and the lamp to His path. Long 
before He appeared on our earth as the Son 
of Man, did the Prophet Isaiah say of Him, 
** He shall not judge after the sight of His eyes, 
neither reprove after the hearing of His ears." 
He judged nothing by appearance. He only 
believed what His Father said. He only spoke 
as His Father commanded. He only wished 
what His Father willed. He only rejoiced at 
what seemed good in His Father's sight, and 
He only judged all these things according to 
His Father's Word. Therefore, in the wilder- 
ness, in the beginning of His temptations did 
He three times repel Satan : His only weapon 
— " It is written ! " " It is wiutten ! " '^t is 
written ! " Therefore did He come victorious 
out of every after trouble and trial, and snare 
of men and devils; therefore did He triumph 
over sin, and death, and hell, and him who had 
the power of death ; therefore could He go down 
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into the grave and say, "On the third day I 
shall rise again ; " therefore does He now make 
ceaseless intercession for His people, — certain, 
because God has said so, that of those Avhom 
His Father has given Him He shall lose none : 
and therefore, though Satan still seems to reign 
the God of this world, does He rest in certain 
assurance on the yet unfulfilled promise: "I 
shall give Thee the heathen for Thy inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy 
possession." 

Oh, the almighty power of faith ! " All 
things are possible to him that believeth." 
Of all that God has promised, not one good 
thing ever has failed, or ever will fail, the Man 
Christ Jesus. Of all that God has promised, 
not one good thing ever has failed, or ever will 
fail, the man, who like Christ Jesus, regardeth 
not appearances, but puts his trust m the 
WRITTEN Word of God. 

Most earnestly would I recommend to every 
one in times of ease and quiet, the diligent 
study of the Word of God; and if you, oh 
reader, have the care of children, teach them 
to commit to memory large portions of Scrip- 
ture. It may come hack to them with hlesaing 
when you are in your grave. As for yourself, not 
only read it, but meditate upon it, and habituate 



174 NO BEEAD. 

yourself to act upon ity and to rest upon it. Doing 
this in your every-day life, tlien the hour of 
your great trial, come when it may, will not 
take you unawares ; but you will be able to 
resist the devil as Jesus resisted him, and to 
fight with the sword of the Spirit the good 
fight of faith. 

Eemember that we cannot meet Satan with 
what is written, unless we hnow what is written. 
Oh, if Jesus had not known the Scriptures 
when Satan assaulted Him, what would He 
have done ? If you do not know them when 
he assaults you, what will you do ? Also we 
may be certain of this, — ^that any unscriptural 
endeavour to escape from the position into 
which God brings us, will most surely make 
matters worse for us rather than better. Satan 
is ever ready to tempt us to this. To the 
Israelites he suggested — ^Beturn into Egypt; 
to Jesus — Make these stones bread; but let 
us be sure that it is far better for us to accept 
the apparently hard leadings of God — the 
stones of the wilderness — ^than to purchase a 
little present ease, by taking the devil's 
BREAD. Follow God's Spirit through life, and 
He may lead you to sow in tears ; but in the 
end you shall most assuredly reap the finest of 
the wheat : but attend to Satan's teaching, and 
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follow liim for the sake of the crumbs that fall 
from his table and no matter how great the 
gratification now, you will find his bread turn 
at last into a great millstone, that will sink you 
soul and body into everlasting ruin. 

And now, having considered the conduct of 
these Israelites towards God, let us look a little 
at His conduct towards them. 

Their sin was very great. Nothing less than 
believing what they saw and felt, rather than 
what God said. Nor was it committed for the 
first time. In Egypt, at Pihahiroth, at Marah 
had God brought these people into positions 
of difficulty, and danger, and discomfort ; and 
that for the express purpose of proving what 
was in their hearts. And in each of these 
positions they had proved themselves without 
faith ; without which it is " impossible to please 
God." (Heb. xi. 6.) Still on each occasion, 
having proved them, He forgave their sin, with- 
out upbraiding ; delivered them out of all their 
troubles ; and continued, as their Le^ider, His 
guiding towards Canaan. 

But what will He do now? Oh, what a 
picture does the simple Bible record give us 
of God*s character: **Slow to anger and of 
great goodness." The people said, " Ye have 
brought us forth into the wilderness to kill this 
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whole assembly witli hunger." And the Lord 
said — He who could have consumed them in a 
moment said, ^^ Behold I will rain hread from 
heaven for t/ou, and the people shall go out and 
gather a certain rate every day?^ The people 
said, " Thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and our cattle with 
thirst." 

And the Lord said, ^^ Behold I will stand 
hefore thee upon the rock in Horehy and thou shalt 
smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, 
that the people may drink. ''^ 

What a conti*ast between man's treatment 
of God, and God*s treatment of man ! and how 
true the Scripture which says. My ways are 
not as your ways. May the Holy Spirit teach 
us never to judge God by our own standard ; 
never to argue — thu^ God will act, because we 
feel that we would act so, if placed in His 
position. 

As I have already in this little book, in the 
three chapters entitled ** God's way of Salva- 
tion," endeavoured to give, as plainly and as 
clearly as I could, an account of the scheme of 
redemption, I do not intend in this place t< 
make more than one observation on each c 
these two great types of Christ — the Manr 
and the Smitten Bock. 
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The children of Israel were perishing. They 
were in a waste wilderness where there was no 
food. No ejffort or energy of their own could 
avert a certain and speedy death. Every 
moment it was drawing nearer; and unless 
God works a miracle in their favour, their 
destruction is a certainty. But God will and 
does work a miracle in their favour, — for 
heaven and earth shall pass away, but His 
Word shall not pass away: and those cannot 
perish in the wilderness, of whom God has 
said, I will hring you into the land of Canaan, 

It is true there was no bread in the wilder- 
ness; it is true that no effort of their own 
could procure it : but, to give the history in 
the language of the Psalmist, — God opened the 
doors of heaven, and rained down manna for 
them to eat, and gave them of the com of 
heaven. " Man did eat angels* food : He sent 
them meat to the full.** (See Ps. Ixxviii. 25, 
etc.) But with the food came the commandment 
for its gathering: "The people shall go out, 
and gather a certain rate every day.** 

Observe : the manna was from God. His 
free and Sovereign gift to the people. Without 
it, they must every one, without exception, have 
perished. Yet was it not in the least degree 
procured by any work or effort of their own. 

w 
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It came to them of His mercy, in their extremest 
need; a daily monument before their eyes of 
His power, and love, and truth. 

But though the food was freely given them, 
the Israelite would surely perish that neglected 
the commandment for the gathering. It was 
placed before all, without money and without 
price ; but it was to he gathered, and not only 
gathered, but gathered in the way of God's 
appointment ; and he who attempted to gather 
it in any other way, would as surely have found 
that it would not sustain his life, as he who 
refused to gather it at all. Some thought to 
save themselves the trouble of a daily gather- 
ing, and to collect in one day what should 
serve them for two or more. But so used, the 
very bread of God became corrupted, for we 
read, ** it bread worms and stanky 

And thus it is with Christ, the " True Bread 
from heaven." As the manna was the gift of 
God to the Israelites, so is Christ the gift of 
God to sinners, free to whosoever will; and as 
every Israelite in the camp was not only wel- 
come, but commanded to gather what God had 
provided for the salvation of his body, so is 
every individual sinner that hears of Christ, not 
only welcome, but commanded to accept what 
God has provided for the salvation of his soul ; 
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but though the gift is free, it must be gathered, 
and gathered fresh every morning. 

I am not now speaking of making a soul alive, 
but of keeping a soul alive. The soul who once 
by the power of the Holy Ghost feeds on Christ, 
is made alive from that moment, and shall most 
surely never perish. ** I am the Living Bread," 
says Jesus (John vi. 51), ** which came down 
from heaven : if any man eat of this bread, he 
shaU live for ever,^^ Therefore it is a statement 
as true as Christ Himself is true, that if a man 
really once eats of this Bread, he **hath ever- 
lasting life," and shall never perish. But the 
proof that we have eaten is that we have spirit- 
ual life ; and the proof that we have spiritual 
life, is that we seek spiritual food. Let no man 
think he can keep his soul alive by feeding on 
the experiences of days gone by. The manna 
must he gathered fresh every morning. The Bible 
must be read, and the teaching and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit daily sought by prayer, or 
he who once seemed to run well, will soon be a 
backslider ; and unless he repents and does the 
first works, will end in being cast away. 

I will here quote two of six short rules I 
some time since published for the guidance of 
young Christians : and may God the Spirit 
bless them. 
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Neoer neglect dailif private prayer ; and when 
you pray ^ remember that God is present, and that 
Me hears yowr prayers. 

Never neglect daily private Bible reading ; and 
when you read, remember that God is speaking to 
you, and that you are to believe and act upon what 
He says, 

I believe all backsliding begins with, fbe 
neglect of these two rules. Oh, then, whether 
you feel appetite or not, go to your Bible and 
your God in prayer, and seek fresh food for 
your soul every morning. 

But God not only gave them bread to eat, 
but water to drink. The people said, " Thou 
hast brought us up out of Egypt to kill us, and 
our children and our cattle with thirst." And 
the Lord said, " Behold I will stand before thee 
there upon the rock in Horeb, and thou shalt 
smite the rock, and there shall come water out 
of it, that the people may drink." 

Marvellous type of God's purpose in smiting 
Christ ! The rock was smitten that water might 
flow forth ; Christ was smitten that the Holy 
Ghost might flow forth. 

Our precious Saviour has HimseK explained 

to us that water, in Scripture, is the great type 

of the Holy Spirit. * * He that believeth on Me," 

Baid Jeans, on the great da^ oi ^<^ ff^oat at 
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JerusaJem, " He that believeth on Me, out of 
his belly shall flow rivers of living water." 
And then we have the interpretation : ** This 
spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe 
on Him should receive." Now man's curse, 
man's death, man's damnation, call it by what 
name you please, is simply this, — that by nature 
he is ** WITHOUT God." All that we can imagine 
of evil is contained in these words : ** without 
God." It is spieitual death ; it is the death 
that Adam died when he sinned in Paradise ; 
it is the death that we have all died in Adam : 
as his seed every member of the human family 
is bom into the world ** without God." It is 
the death that Christ died for us when He cried 
in agony, **My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me ! " 

The great object of Christ in coming into the 
world was not only to bring back man to God, 
but to bring back God to man. Had it not 
been that Christ wajs smitten, wounded for our 
transgressions, bruised for our iniquities, man 
never could have known God, except as a con- 
simiing fire. But the rook was smitten, — 
Christ died; yea, rather is risen again; and 
now He hajs ascended up on high, and received 
gifts for men ; yea, even for the rebellious, that 
the Lord God might dwell among tfiem. C^^.^a^^£s^c- 
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18.) And when, by the grace of God, we feel 
the motion of God in our own souls, or see the 
work of the Spirit of God shining forth in the 
conduct of others, it becomes us to make melody 
to the Lord in our hearts, and to know of a 
surety, as Peter did at the day of Pentecost, 
that Jesus being by the right hand of God 
exalted, and having received of the Father the 
promise of the Holy Ghost, hath shed forth this 
which we now see and hear. Had the rock 
never been smitten there would have been no 
water in the wilderness, and every Israelite 
must have perished; had Christ never been 
smitten there would have been no gift of the 
Holy Ghost given, and every Child of Adam 
must have perished. 

**0h, that men would praise the Lord for 
His goodness, and for His wonderful works to 
the children of men." God, now, thkoxjgh 
Jesus Christ, can and will give His Holy 
Spibit to them that ask Him. 




XV. 



"^Igt €^xhtm Miitkxt 



** Then came Amalek and fought toith Israel, 



n 



OH, the ups and downs of Christian life ! 
God so orders it for the trial of our 
faith, and His teaching is — ^'Look not 
at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen." 

The Israelites, a little while ago so despon- 
dent, have now got their bread and their water, 
and are once more confident and happy. Surely 
now, say they, our troubles are at an end, 
and we shall meet with no more hindrance on 
our road to Canaan. The want of bread and 
water was a dreadful trial, but it is past now, 
and we are safe. The Egyptians are all dead ; 
there is no fear of our being again enslaved 
by them ; food is provided for our journey ; 
our bread shall be given us^ ajid o^ix ^^<st 
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shall be sure ; and there is nothing lefb for us 
to do, but to march leisurely on to the promised 
land. 

But was this their experience ? Was it ever 
the experience of any Christian ? Let us look 
at the history written for our learning. The 
6th and 7th verses of Exodus xvii. tell us of 
the gift of water ; and the 8th, that no sooner 
was this boon granted, no sooner were they 
relieved from this fear, than **then game 
Amalek and fought with Israel." 

The Christian life may be compared to a 
ladder: no sooner is a man up one step than 
he sees another above him, and he must mount 
it, or he will never reach the top. His first 
step is off the earth, on the ladder — both feet; 
for the man who has one foot on the ladder and 
one on the earth, cannot be said to be on the 
ladder at all. Professing ChristianSy think of 
this. Now this first step, to get on the ladder, is 
a hard step to many : I mention it by way of 
example ; for I do not say by any means it is 
the first known and felt conflict with every 
saved soul. There are many, the children of 
pious parents, and others, educated under 
peculiarly favourable Christian circumstances, 
who cannot tell you when they first came out 
&om the world, dosed mVJo. CStcc^&t^ ojid put 
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both feet on tlie ladder. They were always, 
as far as their knowledge serves them, living 
godly lives, and they cannot tell you (nor is it 
needful that they should be able to tell you) the 
precise time when they were converted; but 
for all this, there has been, I suspect, even in 
the life of the most unchequered Christian, a 
time when he has seen a step before him 
difficult and painful to the flesh to take, and as 
trying to his faith as was the " no bread and no 
water " to the Israelites ; a step that has taxed 
his Christianity to the utmost, and forced him 
in much conflict to think, ** If this could be got 
jxver, then all after would be easy." But I 
would ask that Christian if, after he has sur- 
mounted the step which looked so difficult, 
and was so painful, — if he has not found, as 
did these Israelites, that there was more con- 
flict and more trial before him ; that no sooner 
was the difficulty about the bread and water 
got over, than ** then came Amalek and fought 
with Israel ?^^ 

A Christian never regrets that he took the 
uphill step ; on the contrary, he knows and 
acknowledges that it has brought its own 
reward. Still, he is soon made to feel, even 
the best and holiest amongst us, that one 
difficulty surmounted, aiiot\i<^x ViSi ^sosiRjy^'Si^^N 
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and that though there may be a succession of 
triumphs, yet that here it is conflict, not victory. 

But if this is a lesson to be learned by those 
who have sought God early, still more is it so 
with those who, like the writer of this little 
book, and the great bulk of these Israelites, 
start long after childhood on the Christian 
journey. A trial or temptation comes, and 
there is not that well-regulated mind and etirly 
instilled Christian principle that Christian 
education alone can give. In us, the tribulation 
that worketh patience, and the patience that 
worketh experience, has yet to do its work. 
And in us, as in these Israelites newly brought 
out of the land of Egypt, there is apt to be an 
impatience under every trial, and a feeling that 
if only this one could be surmounted, then aU 
would be easy afterwards. But God would 
teach 'us that this is not our rest, and if we 
ever think we have attained rest here, as surely 
as we £ire God's people, so surely wiU God dis- 
appoint us. 

Every Christian may settle it as a truth in his 
own mindy that his wJwle life will he a life of con^ 
flict. At one time his faith will be tried. No 
bread, no water : I shall starve in the wilder- 
ness. At another, under the influence of fight- 
ings within and fears without, he wiU be tempted 
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to cry, **A11 these things are against me." 
And then the bread is given, and the water is 
made sure; the fighting ceases, and the fears 
with the fighting ; so that the poor soldier of 
Jesus having nothing more to desire, sits down 
contented with the thought, '^I am rich and 
increased with goods, and have need of no- 
thing." Then comes Amalek, and fights with 
Israel ! 

Amalek ! THE Flesh ! These Israelites had 
come out from Egypt. The Red Sea rolled 
between them and the land of their captivity. 
All necessary food was provided for their 
journey. God gave them bread from heaven. 
What could they want more ? One thing : 
power against one enemy. Oh, God, give it me ! 
Oh, reader, pray for it for loth of u%! Power 
against an enemy who did not show himself 
till the hour of ease and comfort — ^power against 
Amalek, power against the fiesh : then, when 
every other enemy seemed subdued, " thev^ came 
Amalek and fought with Israel, ^^ 

Header, have you come out from the world ? 
If so, bless Qx)d for it, for it was He who 
brought you out. Now know, and never for- 
get, that the same God who brought you out, 
has provided for you, in His "Word, aU neces- 
sary {>rovision for your heavenward journey. 
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Your food is, ** Every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God.^' Feed on anything else, and 
it will poison you. But also know, and pray 
God that you may never forget it, that there is 
one foe who will walk side by side with you 
every step of your journey, whose sole object 
is to destroy you : Amalek — the Flesh. You 
may believe that you have escaped from Pha- 
raoh; you may profess to be feeding on the 
bread that came down from heaven ; but un- 
less you are fighting against Amalee, — aye 
not only fighting against, but overcoming the 
Flesh, you will never enter into the heavenly 
Canaan. 

I quote from Scripture the names of the 
powers this enemy brings against us: ** Adul- 
tery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula- 
tions, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envy- 
ings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such 
like: of the which," says the Holy Ghost, "I 
teU you before, as I have also told you in time 
past, that they which do such things, shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God." (Gal. v. 
19—21.) 

These are awful words; for, to drop the 
figure, the seeds of every one of these sins are 
in you, and in me, and in all. Some of them 
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show more prominently in one person, some in 
another, as character, education, and other 
circumstances may call them into action; but 
no matter which of these sins it is that contends 
with us for the mastery, be it emulation or 
wrath, be it murder or adultery, as sure as 
God is the truth, we must get the victory over 
that sin, or perish; for thus saith the Lord, 
^^They which do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God.^^ It is no sin to be tempted. 
The sin is to he overcome hy the temptation. 
The commandment is, ^^ Resist the devil:" the 
promise is, " Me will flee from you." The com- 
mandment is, **Draw nigh to God:" the promise 
is, '^ Se will draw nigh to you." Jesus was 
tempted to worship the devil; but He said, 
"Get thee behind Me, Satan," and ^ clung 
dosely to His God. (James iv. 7, 8, and Luke 
iv. 8.) 

Let us look, for a moment, at the Bible his- 
tory of this transaction, that we may see how 
God taught Moses to contend with Amalek, 
and how Moses overcame him. 

In the seventeenth chapter of Exodus we 
read, "Then came Amalek, and fought with 
Israel in Bephidim. And Moses said unto 
Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight 
with Amalek: to-morrow I will stand on the 
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top of the hill with the rod of Gtod in mine 
hand. 80 Joshua did as Moses had said to 
him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, 
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 
And it came to pass, when Moses held up 
his hand, that Israel prevailed : and when he 
let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. But 
Moses' hands were heavy ; and they took a 
stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; 
and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the 
one on the one side, and the other on the other 
side ; and his hands were steady imtil the going 
down of the sun. And Joshua discomfited 
Amalek and his people with the edge of the 
sword. 

"And the Lord said unto Moses, Write this 
for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it ia the 
ears of Joshua : for I will utterly put out the 
remembrance of Amalek from, under heaven. 
And Moses built an altar, and called the name 
of it jEHoVAH-nissi : for He said. Because the 
Lord hath sworn that the Lord will have 
war with Amalek from generation to gene- 
ration." 

Now we are here taught how Moses met, 
and overcame this enemy, who stood between 
him and the land of Canaan. He bade Joshua 
choose out men, and fight against Amalek; 
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while he, Moses himself, with Aaron, and Hnr, 
went to the top of the hill, with the rod of God 
in his hand ; or, in other words, while he used 
every means in his own power against Amalek, 
he looked to God, and God alone, for the victory. 
To have fought in his own strength against 
Amalek would have heen utterly imavailing; 
for when Moses let down his hands, no matter 
how great the efforts of Joshua, Amalek in- 
variably prevailed. Still, had Joshua not done 
his utmost against him, the prayers of Moses 
woidd have been unavailing also, because the 
means would not have been used that God had 
put in his power. In all our conflicts we must 
both PRAY AND STRIVE. The two cannot be 
separated. It is Qod .that giveth the victory. 
But as the farmer plants his land, though he 
cannot make the crops grow, so the sinner 
must work out his own salvation, as if it all 
depended on himself. Still after every separate 
triumph, let him give God the glory. God 
records that ** Joshua discomfited Amalek," 
and God is often pleased to speak this way of 
His people; but I am quite sure that Joshua 
said it was God that had discomfited him. 
(Exodus xvii. 13.) 

- And never think, dear reader, that because 
THE FLESH fights against you it is useless to 
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continue your journey heavenward. To make 
you so tliink is one of Satan's great desires. 
First, lie will inject evil into you, and then 
prompt the thought that because of this evil 
you are too bad to be saved. But believe him 
not. The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, 
cleanses from all sin ; and it was because you 
a/re hady worse even than Satan or your own 
heart can paint you, that God made a way 
through His own beloved Son, by which He 
might forgive your sins, and come and help 
you against aU your enemies. Fight on, and 
strive on ; and your victory is certain, if you 
look, not to your fighting and striving, hut to 
Jesus. Eemember that when you are fighting 
against your corruptions, you are fighting not 
only against your own enemies but against 
God*s enemies: and that He is even more in- 
terested in your victory than you are yourself. 
He is the Commander, you are the fighting 
soldier : only follow your Leader, and who is 
he that shaU harm you ? Has God not sworn 
that He will have war with Amalek from 
generation to generation? Has He not said 
that He will put out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven? As a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ, endure hardness now, 
and you shall Buxely \^q made more than 
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conqueror through. Him who loved you. The 
conflict will often be severe ; sometimes even 
(which may God forbid) Amalek may get a 
victory, and then Satan will surely tempt you 
with the thought that you are lost for ever: 
but heed him not. Most true it is written, 
" Sin not : " most true it is written, ** The soul 
that sinneth it shall die ; " but it is also written, 
**j5^ any man sin we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the Righteotis : and Se is the 
propitiation for our sins. (1 John. ii. 2.) The 
devil will induce you to sin if he can, that 
through your sin he my tempt you to unbelief. 
He tempted Peter and Judas both to sin, and 
to both doubtless he whispered the same lie : 
Your sin is too great to be forgiven. Judas 
believed him, but Peter did not ; so Judas, in 
his unbelief of Christ, who had said " Him that 
Cometh to Me I wiU in no wise, cast out," 
went away and hanged himself; while Peter 
went back to Jesus and was forgiven. All 
Scripture bears me out in saying, had Judas 
gone to Jesus he would have been forgiven 
also. Oh, can you imagine Judas at the feet 
of Jesus, saying, " Do forgive me ! " and Jesus 
saying, " No : I will not ! " 

Never, dear reader, give up hope ; never give 
up faith in Jesus because ^HKe jle%V ^s^^s^iw?;* 
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against you. "The flesh lusteth against 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh ; " 
if there was no conflict in us there would b< 
sign of the Holy Spirit's presence. We n 
expect Ameilek to fight with Israel, but Is 
must also be prepared to fight with Ama 
in the sure and certain hope that he will 
more than conqueror. 




XYI. 



%^t J^Ijc^l^pt^. 



THIS little book has already extended to a 
far greater length than I originally in- 
tended ; and were I to touch on every 
sin wherewith these Israelites provoked God in 
the wilderness, I should only repeat what I 
have already written, and perhaps weaken it. 
I pass over, therefore, the idolatry of the golden 
calf, and the many other provocations whereby 
they at length so angered God, ** that had not 
Moses, His chosen " — type of that chosen One 
who ever liveth to make intercession for His 
people, — **had not Moses, His chosen, stood 
before Him in the breach to turn away His 
wrath," He would have destroyed the whole 
multitude together, and made of him a nation 
greater and mightier than they. I will leave 
these things, however, to the prayerful and 
diligent consideration of the reader, and take 
up the history again m \Xi^ ^^s^^-oiSs^ <^\"^^i5a.- 
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bers. There we read of the sin which imme- 
diately preceded the unbelief for which God 
Bware in His wrath that this generation should 
never enter into the land of Canaan. 

Before I advert, however, to this sin, which 
is 80 often the forerunner of final apostasy , I would 
ask your attention to the confession of David 
in the 106th Psalm. 

In that Psalm, where he recites at length the 
sins of these Israelites, David opens the history 
with these remarkable words : ** We hme sinned 
with our fathers, we have committed iniquity, we 
have done wickedly ;^^ and then proceeds with 
the record, not of what he, but of what these 
Israelites, his fathers, had done. David thus 
isays what St. Paul said afterwards, in Homans 
iii. 9, where he asks the question, ** Are we " 
— that is I, the Apostles, and you sinners of 
the Gentiles, who have been converted to Chris- 
tianity — " Are we better than they," the people, 
** whose damnation is just? " and then replies 
(yet not he but the Holy Ghost), " iVb : in no 
wise^ Thus David's object, and Paul's object, 
and, I would reverently add, my object, is to 
show that the best of us are no better than the 
chief of sinners; so far from it, that as face 
anaweTeth to face in water, so our hearts are 
not only precisely similai to ^o^<b ot these 
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Israelites, but to the hearts of all sinners in all 
generations, and produce precisely the same 
fruits. Did they commit iniquity ? So do we. 
Did they fail to understand God's wonders? 
So do we. Did they provoke Him ? So do we. 
Did they forget His works, and act without 
His counsel ? So do we. Did they lust after 
evil things ? So do we. Did they tempt God ? 
So do we. Did they make idols ? So do we. 
In which one of their sins are we not obliged 
to say with David, " We have sinned with our 
fathers " .^ In which part of their conduct to- 
wards God ^^ are we letter than they^^ ? The 
conduct of these Israelites has been recorded 
for our learning ; "tind they are "Ourselves: 

A PICTURE." 

In the eleventh chapter of the Book of 
Numbers, and at the 4th verse we read : ** And 
the mixed multitude that was among them fell 
a lusting : and the children of Israel also wept 
again and said. Who shall give us flesh to eat ? 
We remember the fish which we did eat in 
Egypt freely, the cucumbers, and the melons, 
and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick. 
But now our soul is dried away : there is nothing 
at all beside this manna before our eyes." . 

Oh, it is a bad, bad sign of a man when^ aftfix. 
having made a pxofeaaiOTi oi ^\i3c\j^^a»5s&^ > ^iSsjst 
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having gone a certain length., and remained 
apparently steadfast a certain time, he begins 
to look back to the fleshpots of Egypt. Beware 
of it, beware of it, as you would not lose your 
soul. Reject and resist the first such thought, 
as you would reject poison, or resist the mur- 
derer. What! after they had gone so far, 
overcome so many diflB.culties, and escaped so 
many dangers ; now that their salvation is 
apparently so much nearer than when they 
believed, are the hearts of these Israelites to 
be drawn away from God by ** the leeks, and 
the onions, the garlick, and the other things " 
of Egypt ? Alas ! yes ; for the Bible records 
it. And what multitudes who once seemed to 
be of the number of God's people are now 
amongst the lost, — ^whose first backsliding com- 
menced in a longing desire for something, not 
unlawful in itself, but /or something that was not 
Christ/ Oh, professing Christian, beware of 
the first thought, ^^ Nothing hut this manna P^ 
When it is put into the language of the present 
day it takes some such form as this : I cannot 
be always thinking about Jesus : I cannot be 
always speaking or working for Him; I am 
sure God does not want us to make ourselves 
miserable, and something besides religion is 
absolutely necessary. 
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Now I would earnestly ask any wlio have 
thoughts and feelings such as these, what spirit 
in you do you think it is that prompts them ? 
Do you believe it is the Holy Spirit? Do you 
think it is the Holy Spirit that ever puts the 
idea into any man's head that it is, and would 
be, a miserable life to be always thinking about 
Christ, to be always speaking or working for 
Jesus? You know it is not. And if it is not 
the Holy Spirit, then it is the unholy spirit^ the 
Spirit of Evil, the Father of Lies, who wishes to 
cheat you out of true happiness both here and 
hereafter. 

Let me ask you solemnly and prayerfully to 
consider this question. Do you not believe 
that there is sufficient in Christ to satisfy the 
soul that really makes Him his all? You 
knotv you do : you dare not say you do not. 
Then if you do not find in Him a satisfying 
portion, is it not precisely for this very reason 
that you are trying to seek it partly in ffim 
and pai*tly in something else ? Your belief is 
(for our faith is shown by our works) that to have 

A LITTLE OF ChMST AND A LITTLE OF THE WORLD 
WILL MAKE YOU HAPPIER THAN TO HAVE A GREAT 

DEAL OF Christ and nothing of the world ! 
Oh, away with such a doctrine, begotten by 
the devil, in the lusts and lies of your own 
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heart. There is no satisfying portion out of 
Christ; and the most truly happy man is he 
who knows most of Jesus. Oh, if you and I 
could only see the beauty of the Lord, as I feel 
quite sure it may be seen even on this earth : 
if you and I were walking in the light (see 1 
John i. 7), as we might walk, and had felt fel- 
lowship and communion with the Father and 
His Son Jesus Christ, as we might have, — ^no 
leek, or melon, or onion, or other thing of the 
flesh-pots of Egypt could weigh with us for one 
moment in comparison with "the living bbead 

WHICH CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN." (John vi. 51.) 

It is because we do not walk in the light 
that we do not see the beauty of the Lord; 
and it is because we do not see the beauty 
of the Lord that we cry, ^^ Nothing hut tJm 
manna ! " and desire the stimulating influences 
of the fleshpots of Egypt. Let us pray, as 
David did (Psalm xxvii. 4), that we may behold 
the beauty of the Lord. 

Eeader, does it so happen that you are 
amongst the number of those who once sought 
Christ and found Him precious ? Can you 
remember a time when you found your happi- 
ness in reading His Word and doing His work ? 
And do you know that the love of other things 
has crept in, and so liliud^d. 'jo.w ^\i9>.t you 
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cannot now see Jesus as you used to see Him ; 
that your heart has turned aside after the leeks, 
and onions, and garlic of Egypt, and that He 
is no longer to you the chiefest among ten 
thousand, altogether lovely ? 

Do you know, too, that you are trying to 
convince yourself and others that you are not 
really a backslider ; but that man needs some 
pleasure, some relaxation, beyond the pleasure 
of doing everything to the glory of God, and 
doing nothing that he cannot do in the name of 
Jesus. Ij 80, he sure you have not a moment to 
lose in throwing yourself at the feet of God, and 
beseeching Him to show you more of Christ. Oh, 
it is an awful time with any such soul, for 
either Christ will grow more precious or less 
precious, Am^alek, of whom we spoke in the 
last chapter, seemed to be discomfited ; but this 
state of heart is Amalek come again: Amalek 
in another and more dangerous shape ; Amalek 
the flesh, lusting against God the Spirit. 

I would wish to speak very strongly, and 
very plainly on this subject; for I believe 
getting the victory in this battle to be the 
distinguishing mark, and the turning point 
between the true child of God and the self- 
deceiver. A man hears the Gospel, and he 
cries, "The blood of Jeaua GVmaX., ^q>^^'^'5s^> 
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cleanseth us from all sin ; " and in the reception 
of this truth, finds joy and peace. He next 
makes a profession, and comes out from the 
world, as these Israelites came out of Egypt, 
Then, probably very soon after, comes Amalek, 
in the shape of some strong trial or temptation, 
and fights with Israel. He comes openly, he 
comes boldly, as he did upon the Israelites in 
the wilderness ; there is no room for temporiz- 
ing, no hope of quarter : it is, " Overcome me, 
or perish ! " and the young professor, frightened 
and dismayed, calls upon the Name of the Lord, 
fights that particular battle, overcomes that par- 
ticular temptation, and discomfits Amalek. And 
then he is certain that he is a Christian, and 
has great peace and great confidence : confidence 
that perhaps soon becomes vain confidence ; and 
the soldier of the cross is tempted to put off 
his armour, to lie down in sloth, and feed or 
Scriptures that speak of the gift of Christ, t« 
the neglect of those that call to prayerfulnea 
and watchfulneis, and self-denial. He believe 
he says, that Christ died for him, and therefor 
of necessity, everything must be well with hi 
But soon, stealthily, and imperceptibly, a 
when least expected, back comes Amalek. J 
now as an open foe to fight with Israel, bu^ 
suggest to the profeasoT ^«l\. ^ci^ da^a 
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require such a very strict Christianity; and 
how pleasurable, or how profitable it would be 
to return in some slight degree to the world. 
In ways as various as are the carnal tastes and 
dispositions of men, he suggests what he sug- 
gested to the Israelites: **Who shall give us 
flesh to eat ? there is nothing at all beside this 
manna before our eyes." 

Now it is this time of trial, a time that I 
believe not only every child of God must pass 
through, but against which he must be con- 
tinually on the watch, that tests the faith of us 
all, of what sort it is. If it is the faith which 
justifieth, and which is the work of the Holy 
Ghost in the heart, if it is the faith which is 
the gift of God, and which St. Paul calls (Titus 
i. 1), **the faith of God's elect," it will enable 
the believer resolutely to refuse, let his hunger- 
ings and thirstings be what they may, to seek 
to satisfy them with anything but **wawwa." 
By this faith he knows (not feels, observe, but 
knows), that Christ is the True Bread that came 
down from heaven; that however distasteful 
He may be to the natural man, to feed on 
anything else is to feed on ashes : and in spite 
of Amalek and all his army, he clings to Him 
as his only satisfying portion. But if the faith 
of the professor be the ia\^ oi ^<^^^ ^^^'53s>^'«^^ 
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in Luke viii. 13, who when they hear, receive 
the Word with joy, but have no root ; who for 
awhile believe, but in time of temptation fall 
away; then, sooner or later, no matter what 
his doctrines, or frames, or experiences may 
have been, he will surely weep again after the 
things of Egypt ; and the same cry that went 
up from these Israelites will go up from him : 
" Who shall give us flesh to eat ? We remember 
the fish which we did eat in Egypt freely, the 
cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and 
the onions, and the garlic. But now our soul 
is dried away: there is nothing at all beside 
this manna before our eyes.*' 

The same Bible which says, " Believe on the 

^Jord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved," 
says also, **K ye live after the flesh, ye shall 
die ; " and the evidence not only to others, that 
we are true Christians, but also to ourselves, is, 
that when the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh, we are led by 
the Spirit, and crucify the flesh. 

Paul said : Christ ** loved me, and gave 
Himself for me ; " but he also says, in the same 
verse, "I am crucified with Christ;" and no 
man has any scriptural warrant for saying, 
Christ was crucified for me, who does not know, 

however much tlie ftesla. ma.^\xax«a&^ ^sA^aca^jt^ 
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and even on an occasion overcome^ that he is 
habitually crucifying himself for Jesus. 

Oh, I would beseech you, watch against, and 
however painful it may be, deny the first felt 
cravings after the old fleshpoU, They will eat 
as doth a canker, and will increase unto more 
ungodliness. The thing desired may be lawful, 
or unlawful in itself, I believe that makes little 
difference ; for if it is something that God ha« 
seen fit to deny us, it is unlawful to lust and 
crave after it. There was no sin in these 
Israelites eating flesh: ** Every gift of God is 
good, and to be received with thankfulness ; " 
their sin was to desire a thing unto murmuring 
and repining, which God had not seen fit to 
give them. 

It is a solemn word that the Holy Ghost 
speaks by the mouth of St. Paul, when rightly 
interpreted: **Let your conversation be with- 
out covetousness, and be content with such 
things as ye have." **They that will be 
bich" — and I take this to allude not to the 
love of money only, but to the coveting and 
unlawful striving after anything that God has 
not seen fit to grant us — **They that will 
BE BiCH fall into temptation, and a snare, and 
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which 
drown men in destruction and. ^^^^y<:svs.^'' ^^:^^ 
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how many have proved in their own experience 
the truth of these Scriptures ! How many are 
there who once thought themselves Christians, 
but who now know in their hearts that they 
have gone far away from God, who can re- 
member the time when a first longing entered 
into them for something He had not been 
pleased to give them. It was not wicked 
perhaps ; still their conscience was not quite at 
ease about it : for all that, however, they did 
all they could to get it. The pursuit of it 
occupied their minds, employed their time, and 
took possession of that place in their hearts 
that once seemed securely to belong to Christ ; 
at lastj after much effort and energy — at last 
they got what they wanted; but they have never 
been the same Christians since. What happened 
to these Israelites happened to them. " God 
gave them tJieir request ; hut sent leanness into their 
souV^ (Ps cvi. 15.) 




xvn. 



Uxxhtluf. 



THE last words of the last chapter were very 
fearful: **God gave them their request, 
but sent leanness into their soul." Yet 
even such should not despair, for to be lean is 
not to be dead ; and, blessed be God, let him 
but diligently seek it, and the lean soul may he 
made fat again, (Prov. xiii. 4.) 

The souls of these Israelites were in an un- 
healthy state; but for all that, God had not 
given them up. He still led them, and they 
still followed ; and while this is the case, let 
the past have been what it may, we have the 
great Scriptural evidence that God has not cast 
us off; for, " as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, they are the sons of God." (Bom. viii. 
14.) Still their state was a state most favour- 
able for the assaults of Satan, and one which too 
often ends in hardness and unbelief. If you a/re 
in it, give God no re^t till you a/re out oj \\.^ 
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It was in this state of heart and mind, that 
the Israelites arrived at the borders of the pro- 
mised land : from whence Moses by the com- 
mand of God sent twelve men to examine the 
coimtry, and bring back a report of what sort 
it was. Let us, before we make any comment, 
take the history in the words of Scripture. 

In the thirteenth of Numbers we read: 
"And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Send thou men, that they may search the land 
of Canaan, which I give unto the children of 
Israel : of every tribe of their fathers shall ye 
send a man, every one a ruler among them. 
And Moses by the commandment of the Lord 
sent them from the wilderness of Paran: all 
those men were heads of the children of 
Israel. 

"And Moses sent them to spy out the land 
of Canaan, and said unto them. Get you up 
this way southward, and go up into the moun- 
tain : and see the land, what it is ; and the 
people that dwelleth therein, whether they be 
strong or weak, few or many; and what the 
land is that they dwell in, whether it be good 
or bad ; and what cities they be that they dwell 
in, whether in tents, or in strongholds; and 
what the land is, whether it be fat or lean, 
whether there be wood therein, or not. And 
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be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit 
of the land. 

" Now the time was the time of the first ripe 
grapes. So they went up, and searched the 
land from the wilderness of Zin unto Eehob, 
as men come to Hamath. And they ascended 
by the south, . and came imto Hebron ; where 
Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of 
Anak, were. And they came unto the brook 
of Eschol, and cut down from thence a branch 
with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it 
between two upon a staff; and they brought 
of the pomegranates, and of the figs. The 
place was called the brook Eschol, because of 
the cluster of grapes which the children of 
Israel cut down from thence. 

**And they returned from searching of the 
land after forty days. And they went and 
came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, unto the 
wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh ; and brought 
back word unto them, and unto all the congre- 
gation, and shewed them the fruit of the land. 
And they told him, and said. We came unto 
the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it 
floweth with milk and honey ; and this is the 
fruit of it. Nevertheless the people be strong 
that dwell in the land, and the cities are 

p 
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walled, and very great : and moreover we saw 
the children of Anak there. The Amalekites 
dwell in the land of the south : and the Hit- 
tites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, 
dwell in the mountains : and the Canaanites 
dwell by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan. 

*' And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, 
and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it ; 
for we are well able to overcome it. But 
the men that went up with him said. We 
be not able to go up against the people ; for 
they are stronger than we. And they brought 
up an evil report of the land which they had 
searched, unto the children of Israel, saying, 
The land through which we have gone to 
search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabi- 
tants thereof; and all the people that we saw 
in it arc men of a great stature. And there we 
saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come 
of the giants : and we were in our own sight 
as grasshoppers, anl so we were in their sight. 
"And all the congregation lifted up their 
voice, and cried ; and the people wept that 
night. And all the children of Israel mur- 
mured against Moses and against Aaron : and 
the whole congregation said unto them. Would 
God that we had died in the land of Egypt ! 
or would God that we liad ^i^^ m ^X^a 'gilder- 
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ness ! And wherefore hath the Lord brought 
lis unto this land, to fall by the sword, that 
our wives and our children should be a prey ? 
were it not better for us to return into Egypt ? 
And they said one to another. Let us make a 
captain, and let us return into Egypt. 

** Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces 
before all the assembly of the congregation of 
the children of Israel. And Joshua the son of 
Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which 
were of them that searched the land, rent their 
clothes : and they spake unto all the company 
of the children of Israel, saying. The land, 
which we passed through to search it, is an 
exceeding good land. If the Lord delight in 
us, then He will bring us into this land, and 
give it us ; a land which floweth with milk and 
honey. Only rebel not ye against the Lord, 
neither fear ye the people of the land ; for 
they are bread for us : their defence is de- 
parted from them, and the Lord is with us : 
fear them not. But all the congregation bade 
stone them with stones. 

** And the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
tabernacle of the congregation before all the 
children of Israel. And the Lord said unto 
Moses, How long wiU this people provoke 
Me? and how long mU \\. \i^ ere \;\xe>\'V>'2VK.wi* 
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Mef As truly as I live, saith the Lord, as 
ye have spoken in mine ears, so' will I do 
to you : your carcases shall fall in this wilder- 
ness ; and all that were numbered of you 
according to your whole number, from tweniy 
years old and upward, which have murmured 
against Me, doubtless ye shall not come into 
the land, concerning which I sware to make 
you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. After 
the number of the days in which ye searched 
the land, even forty days, each day for a year, 
shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, 
and ye shall know my breach of promised 

Alas ! alas for this great multitude. At 
last they have succeeded in bringing destruc- 
tion on themselves. Oh, how often had they 
provoked God. How often had He forgiven 
them. He had rebuked, and He had chastened 
them ; but it was as a father chasteneth his 
children; but never had one word ever come 
from His lips, but words to assure and streng- 
then. But **THEY BELIEVED NOT HiS WOBD." 

And now He has sworn in His wrath, that 

they shall never enter into His rest. Reader^ 

take care. ** He that being often reproved har- 

deneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, 

and that without remedy." IPxo^.-xsix., l.^j 
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The Scripture record that I have quoted, is 
so plain and simple, that there is little room 
or need for comment. It tells its own story, 
so that he who runs may read. 

Moses, by the command of God, sends out 
spies, twelve men, a man from every tribe, to 
spy out Canaan. After an absence of forty 
days, they return and tell him and the congre- 
gation : " We came unto the land whither thou 
sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and 
honey." They bring too of the fi^t of the 
land, in proof of what they said. 

Now all this was very well, so far as it went ; 
but it never could end well, if it went no 
further. To acknowledge that it is a good 
land, will never bring any one into the land of 
promise. Many, and many have gone thus 
far, and further, who have never entered into 
the kingdom. To talk about the excellencies 
and desirableness of heaven, while we make 
no effort to attain to it, is but another form of 
the cry of Balaam: **Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be like his." 
The joy, and the peace, and the rest of heaven 
are good things no doubt : but before you can 
enjoy them, oh professor, you must overcome 
Ahiman, Sheshai, Talmai, and the sons of Anak. 

Many can talk fluently of tb^ <ksrrJXs^^ ^"^ 
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the promised land, who have no faith, and so 
have no will, to go to war with the giants. 
Yet must there be not only war, but victory, 
before a man can enter into the rest of Canaan. 
If God has chosen us at all. He has chosen us to 
he soldiers ; and as these spies well knew that if 
ever they got possession of the land it must be 
by conquest, so does every professor know that 
if he is to enter into rest, he must not only 
wish but strive ; that the kingdom of Heaven 
suffereth violence, and it is the violent who 
take it by force ; yet how many while they cry, 
It is a good land, and a pleasant, have no more 
heart to enter into conflict with their sins than 
these spies had to enter into conflict with the 
Canaanite, and the Hivite, and the Perizzite, 
and the Jebusite. 

"The land is a good land," said the spies, 
^^ nevertheless'^'^ foh, beware of *^ nevertheless,*^ 
where God has spoTcen plainly ! J "nevertheless 
the people be strong that dwell in the land, 
and the cities are walled, and very great : and 
moreover we saw the children of Anak there," 
and we were no bigger than grasshoppers in 
their sight. 

Great is the influence for good or evil that 

man j)ossesses over his fellow men, especially 

when position, talent, wealth, ot ottL^t extra- 
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neous circumstances place him in a rank some- 
what above his fellows. The false teaching 
and preaching of these ten spies, all of them 
heads of the children of Israel^ so affected the 
hearts of the people that six hundred thousand 
MEN, and probably somewhere about the same 
number of women, believing it, believed a lie, — 
and so turned God to he their enemy , and perished 
in the wilderness ! 

I hardly like to write all the solemn thoughts 
to which this part of the history gives rise. 
How often do we hear people say to those who 
hold the doctrines contained in this little book 
— ** i/" ^^^ religion that you teach is true, how vert/ 
few there are that will he saved ^ We scarcely 
know how to reply to such; for judging the 
world by the Bible, what they say is so very 
true. Known unto God are all His works, 
and He has revealed to us, **that in all things 
Christ shall have the pre-eminence." (Col. i. 
18.) Therefore we would believe that God will 
so arrange that the devil shall not have the 
pre-eminence in the number of his people. But 
this is almost trenching on the secret things of 
God ; and if it were not for the text I have 
quoted, would seem an approach to seeking to 
be wise above what is written. But it is not 
being wise above ^ksut \& ^xSJte^ \si ^'sr^ SisssJ^^ 
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** strait is the gate, and narrow is the way 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it." It is not being wise above what is 
written to say, that when in a company of six 
hundred thousand, there were only two men, 
Caleb and Joshua, who believed God's Word, 
God only saved those two men, and without a 
moment's hesitation, doomed all the rest to 
perish in the wilderness. It is not being wise 
above what is written to say, that while the 
most successful sermon ever preached on earth, 
a sermon preached under the direct teaching of 
the Holy Ghost, effectually worked faith to the 
salvation of only three thousand persons, this 
preaching in the wilderness, under the direct 
teaching of the devil, effectually worked unbelief 
to the destruction of about a million ! 

I will not pursue this subject. But let him 
that u wise consider these things : for truly as yet 
we do not see all things put under Christ; 
truly as yet Satan is the god of this world. 

Lord Jesus, come quickly. 

Of what consequence it is to whose teaching 
we listen. Let no man, for the sake of denom- 
inational difference, lose the vital ministry of a 
man of Qod, Many false prophets and false 
teachers are gone out into t\i.^ ^Qt\^\ «jid 
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speaking in all charity, I cannot but believe 
that " many" is the word to be used as regards 
those that are being led by their teachers to 
Hell; and **few" as regards those that are 
being led to Heaven. This I believe to be the 
fact throughout Christendom. 

And how awful is the guilt of the false 
teacher, and how awful will be his doom at 
the day of judgment ! These Israeli tish false 
teachers were doubtless more guilty in the sight 
of God, than those who believed them, and 
God seems so to have meant us to understand 
the history; for it is recorded (Num. xiv. 37) 
**that those men that did bring up the evil 
report upon the land, died by the plague before 
the Lord ; " yet, though immediate judgment 
was executed upon them, it did not save from 
judgment the congregation that believed them. Their 
carcases fell in the wilderness, because they 

WEKE TAUGHT ERROR AND BELIEVED IT. 

Some might have judged that the Israelites 
were bound to believe these men, because they 
had been ordained by God and by Moses, and 
sent into Canaan for the express purpose of 
gathering information, and so fitting themselves 
to come back as instructors of the people ; but 
this was not the judgment of God. He did not 
see that the teacher, l[iaNm^\i^^'^^'5»^'t^^sssas^^ 
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was any excuse for the congregation, when 
they believed teaching that was contrary to 
His Word. Each member of the congregation 
of Israel knew, or if he did not, had no excuse 
for not knowing, that God had said, ^^ I will 
hring you into the land of Canaan ; " and when 
God's Word said one thing, and God's teacher 
another, they were bound to believe God, 

RATHER THAN HiS TEACHER. 

It is a great truth, though a truth hated and 
denied by multitudes both of teachers and 
congregations in the present day, that every 
member of a congregation is hound to prove for 
himself from the Word of God, that the doctrine 
of the man who teaches him is according to that 
Word, 

**To the law and to the testimony," says 
Isaiah to the Jews. **If they " (that is those 
who teach you) ** speak not according to this 
wordy it is became there is no light in them.^* 
(Isaiah viii. 26.) 

** Though we, or an angel from heaven," 
cries Paul, ** preach any other Gospel unto 
you, than that we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed." (Gal. i. 8.) 

**Thou hast tried them which say they are 

AposHes, and are not, and hast found them 

liars, '^ IS the eulogizing addiea^ oi \Sx^ Saviour 
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to the Church, at Ephesus ; and the same Spirit 
who spoke by the mouth of Isaiah, and Paul, 
and Jesus Himself, bears (Acts xvii. 11) this 
remarkable testimony to the congregations of 
Berea : that they were more nolle than those of 
Thessalonica, in that they searched the Scrip- 
tures daily, to see whether the things spoken by 
Paul " ivere «o ; '* and then adds : ** therefore 
many of them helieved^ Thus in the Old Testa- 
ment, and the New, as also in the book of 
Revelation, we have it plainly laid down, that 
the doctrines of the teacher, even though that 
teacher be an angel from heaven, are to be 
compared by his hearers with the teaching of 
the Word of God ; and if they do not agree, 
the doctrine of the teacher is to he rejected. 

One guide has been given, and one only, by 
God to man : the written Word of God. And 
every human being who has a copy of the 
Bible, and can read it, is bound to search out 
in it, for himself, God's way of salvation. 

The Holy Spirit is promised to all who ask 
Him ; and those who seek Him need not that 
any man teach them, for they " have an unction 
from the Holy One.'' (1 John ii. 20, 21.) 

Let no one for a moment suppose that in 
making these remarks, I in the least intend to 
teach that a stated ministry i& -vasiSkj^^'^'eiesiK^^ 
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God forbid. So far from it, I believe that a 
stated ministry in the Church, is as much 
appointed by God, a I bolieve that the spies 
were appointed to spy out the land of Canaan. 

1 believe that next to His word and His Spirit, 
a minister taught by the Holy Ghost is the 
best gift God has to give us ; and such a minister 
will always desire that his people should judge 
his teaching by their Bibles: but what I do 
contend for is, that it will be no excuse for a 
man to say, if he is found to be a self-deceiver 
at the day of judgment, that he got his religion 
either /row his Church, or from his minister. 

There never was a time in the Church when 
there were not false prophets and false teachers. 

2 Peter ii. 1 puts this truth very briefly, but 
very strongly : " There were false prophets also 
among the people, even as there shall he false 
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies : " and I believe that as faith 
in the word of these spies was the destruction 
of the Israelites, so faith in the word of teachers 
who bring in ** damnable heresies " has been and 
will be the everlastiflg destruction of millions 
upon millions. On the other hand, I believe 
that there will not be found a lost one at the 
Jast day who can honestly plead with God, "I 

g'o6 my religion from the B&\e, Tsloisik I studied 
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in the name of Jesus Christ, with earnest prayer 
for the teaching of the Holy Spirit." Such 
students of theology may not see ** eye to eye" 
in all matters at present ; but they shall all see 
enough to make Jesus their Alpha and Omega, 
their beginning and their ending. Of God He 
shall be made unto them " Wisdom, and Eight- 
eousness, and Sanctification, and Redemption," 
and every one of them shall appear before God 
in Zion. 

And now, let us inquire what was the par- 
ticular sin for which God destroyed these 
teachers, and doomed those who believed them 
to perish in the wilderness. St. Paul asks the 
same question, and answers it in Heb. iii. 18 : 
**To whom sware He that they should not 
enter into His rest, but to them that believed 
not." So we see that they could not enter in 
because of unbelief. 

Unbelief ! Dear reader, this was the sin for 
which God excluded Israel from Canaan ; and 
UNBELIEF t8 the sifi foT which evevy hearer of the 
Gospel who pertsheSy will perish at the last day. 
There is no other sin damning to a Gospel 
HEARER, BUT UNBELIEF. Oh, I bcseech you to 
beware of rejecting what I say, until you have 
searched your Bible, with prayer, to see if it is 
the Word of God : for if I asxi Ta^s^> "os^^ "^^s^ 
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believe me not, what must be your future? 
You will be yourself an eternal illustration of 
my doctrine, and perish ** because of unbelief." 

There are ten commandments under the law ; 
and a man may have broken over and over 
again, every one of these, and yet be saved : 
for if he repents, and goes to God by Jesus 
Christ, God can, and for Christ's sake, will 
forgive him. Christ casts out none, and His 
Blood cleanses from all sin. But let any man on 
any excuse whatever, break the one command- 
ment under the Gospel, — to believe in the name 
of the, Lord Jesus Christ ; let him appear before 
God, with an}'' plea, but His atonement. His 
Blood, and — no matter how conscientiously he 
may have followed the teaching of his Church, 
his minister, or his own conscience, — he will 
perish, as these Israelites did; not for any 
particular sin that he has committed, but " he- 
cause of unbelief .^"^ 

A child of God, and a believer in Jesus, are 
but different names for the same thing ; for it 
is by faith, and faith only, that we are made 
the children of God : ** We are all the children 
of God by faith in Christ Jesus ** (Gal. iii. 26) : 
and the fearful and unbelieving professor will 
be as surely excluded from heaven, as will the 
murderer and adulterer. 
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Does this offend you ? I cannot retract it ; 
for God has declared the same in His written 
Word. (Eev. xxi. 8,) 

Some will tell you now-a-days, that if a man 
is sincere, and really believes what he professes, 
for an error in doctrine, or as they prefer to 
term it, an error in judgment, God will not 
condemn him. But I would ask such. Is it so 
written in -the Bible? Is that what we are 
taught, say in the first four verses of the tenth 
chapter to the Eomans ? My own creed is, that 
so far from the belief of error being a palliation 
of man's sin, it is the teaching of the Bible, 
fromOenesis to Revelation, that there is nothing 
more opposed to God, or more thoroughly 
abominable in His sight, than the sincere 

BELIEF OF THE NATURAL HEART OF MAN. 

There could not be more sincere or genuine 
faith Mian was the faith of these Israelites, 
both teachers and hearers. They said, "It is 
impossible for us to get into Canaan : " and 
ihey thoroughly believed it. It was the true and 
heartfelt faith of their inmost souls ; and there 
was not a particle of hypocrisy in that vast 
multitude. It is true that they could quite 
easily have got into the land of Canaan, for 
God had said He would bring them in; but 
for all that they were laoat ^viia^x^ ^<5rsj;?C\s>»Rfe^ 
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that it was an utter impossibility. Did their 
sincerity save them. Did God consider it an ex- 
cuse for their unbelief ? So far from an excuse, 
it was their very faith that was their sin ; and the 
sin for which they perished in the wilderness : 
for in holding this faith they made God a liab. 

How often have I said in this little book 
that our senses, our reason, and our feelings 
are false and lying guides ; and never to be 
believed when they contradict the Word of 
God. Whenever I have said this, I have 
spoken the truth as it is in Jesus ; and when- 
ever I have said this, I have spoken that truth, 
which of all others the natural heart of man can 
neither receive nor believe. These Israelites 
are ** Ourselves : a picture." 

Six hundred thousand men came out of Egypt 
by Moses. Of this vast multitude, two, and 
two only, Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and 
Joshua the son of Nun, entered the promised 
land. Why ? Again we answer, in the words 
of the Holy Spirit, ^^ became of unbelief ;^^ be- 
cause, among these six hundred thousand men, 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the 
son of Nun, were the only two that believed 
God*s word : they believed what He said, and 
received the promises ; the rest believed what 
tbeyeaw and felt, andperisla.edm^ek^wl^i'etiiQaa. 
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And oh, how beyond all praise was the faith 
of these two men, and how precious was the 
fruit that it produced ! What glory it brought 
to Ood; what blessing on themselves. Hath 
the Scripture said in vain, ** Whosoever be- 
lieveth on Him shall not be ashamed." At 
the risk of their lives did Caleb and Joshua 
stand up in the face of the whole assembled 
multitude of imbelievers, and preach SAiiYAxioir 

BY. FAITH. 

Everything was against these two lone and 
solitary men, except the Word of God; but, 
like Jesus in the wilderness, they fed and acted 
on that. Their's was a glorious cry: **Let us 
go up at once, and possess the land, for we are 
weU able to overcome it." They are mighty ; 
we are weak. They are giants ; we are grass- 
hoppers. But it is neither might nor power in 
this battle: the question is, on which side is 
the Lord? ^^ Their defence has departed from 
them, and the Lord is with w«." (Num. xiv. 9.) 
And how did the people listen to this teaching ? 
** All the congregation hade stone them with stones" 
(Num. xiv. 10.) 

From that day to this, the great mass of 
mankind have received the same teaching in 
the same spirit. 

But there was anotlieii "Las^jeivst \j«»5!^^ "^^c^ 
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people, and how did He listen to this teaching? 
Bead Num. xiv. 10 — 38. I quote a portion: 
*^ And the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
tabemade of the congregation before all the 
children of Israel. 'And the Lord said unto 
Moses, How long will this people provoke Me, 
and how long will it be ere they believe Me? 
As truly as I live, as ye have spoken in Mine 
ears, so will I do to you : your carcases shall 
fall in this wilderness ; and all that were num- 
bered of you, according to your whole number, 
from twenty years old and upward, which have 
murmured against Me, doubtless ye shall not 
come into the land, concerning which I sware 
to make you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of 
J^hunnehy and Joshtca the son of Nun. But your 
little ones, which ye said should be a prey, 
them will I bring in." 

Happy Caleb ! Happy Joshua ! As it was 
to your father Abraham, so shall it be to you : 
your faith shall be counted to you for right- 
eousness ; and let who will perish, you shall be 
saved. ^' A thousand shall fall at thy side, and 
ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall 
not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes 
shalt thou behold and see the reward of the 
wicked. Because thou ha.8t made the Lord 
thy habitatioR ; there shall no e^ \>^i«2^ N3cl^^^ 
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neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwell- 
ing." (Ps. xci. 7—10.) 

Beader, God bless you. My last words to 
you are, that if we attempt it in reliance on 
God's Word, there is no single thing that He 
has commanded us to do, that we cannot do. 
Bemember Caleb. Bemember Joshua. Be- 
member too the six hundred thousand who feU 
in the wilderness, because, with God on theib 
SIDE, they said. We cannot. Let a man live and 
die, sa3dng, / cannot, and he is lost for ever. 




xvm. 



Wgt ^mdmwn. 



You OAimoT. Nothing can be more true. 
In your own strength and power you can 
no more give up sin, turn to God, believe 
in Jesus Christ, and get through Him sancti- 
fication of the Spirit unto obedience, than these 
Israelites, of whom you have been reading, 
could have gone up unaided against the in- 
habitants of Canaan, and taken possession of 
their land. You cannot: but it is because you 
cannot, that God has given you a Saviour, to 
do for you and in you what it is so true you 
cannot do for yourself. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, and Satan (for Satan 
can speak the truth if it suits him) both teach 
this truth : you cannot. A man, by the grace 
of God, has anxious moments about eternity, 
and feels a desire to be a Christian. The very 
jSrst suggestion ot the devil to such an one is, 
There are circumstanceB in. "jovw ^iaJ^^ ^iJc^^t 



r/ 



THE OONOLUSION. 229 

make the thing impossible: Yoxr oannot." Now, 
so far he tells the truth ; and the Lord Jesus 
Christ said exactly the same thing to His dis- 
ciples, when He said, "Without Me, you can 
do nQthing." But it is this "without Mb" 
that makes all the difference ; and it is because 
we can do nothing to save ourselves that GK>d 
has given us Jesus Ohrist. The reiy sinner 
who can do nothing, and who knows nothing 
imtil he knows and says, " lean do nothing ^^^ is 
commanded to believe, on the warrant of Gfod's 
Word, that he ean do all things through Christy 
who atrengtheneth Mm, (Phil. iv. 13.) 

The real ruin of the Israelites was that they 
forgot God their Saviour, and made their cal- 
culations without Him. They forgot God yrhQn 
they said and believed that they could not get 
into the promised land ; and that man forgets 
God who says and believes that he oaknot be 
A Christian. The faith of both is the faith of 
the unbeliever, and they who hold it must 
perish. Has not God promised to save you, 
if you will go to Him ? Has He not promised 
to forgive you all your sins for Christ's sake t 
Has He not promised to sanctify you for Christ's 
sake? Has He not promised that He will 
make Christ unto you "Wisdom, and Bigh- 
teousnessi and ' &Qaic^\a&2»&<;s<c^ ^is^ "^i^^^ssass^ 
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tion " ? Has He not told you that if you believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ you shall be saved ? 
Has He not said that if you trust in Him, 
He will never leave you, nor forsake you? 
Has He not told you that it was because you 
were lost—far that very reason ; because you had 
destroyed yourself, but could not save your- 
self, — that Gx)d was manifest in the flesh, in 
order that He might die in the stead of sin- 
nera, and so, in virtue of what He had done, 
be able to save to the uttermost them that 
come to God by Him ? Has He not told you 
all this, and much more to the same effect, in 
TTift Word ? You KNOW He has. Then re^e 
to believe it, and say there is no hope for you ; 
reftise to believe it, and to go up in the strength 
of it, against every sin and every difficulty, and 
you are guilty of the identical sin of which 
these Israelites were guilty, and for which GK>d 
sware in His wrath that they should never 
enter into His rest. Nothing else could have 
destroyed them. Nothing eke can destroy you. 

Though a host should encamp against you 

then, be not afraid. Bemember Caleb! Be- 

member Joshua! Above all, remember ''the 

Lord reigneth!" the great I AM, and Jesus 

Cbrist whom He hath sent. Such a faith will 

Ife tried, and conflict with {rieu&B) bsA^i^^ 
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with foes will follow. Professors will wish to 
stone you ; and you must fight with the sons of 
Anak ; all of which those Israelites escaped whose 
carcases fell in the wilderness : — but the Lord will 
fight on your side ; and, like Caleb and Joshua, 
you shaU possess the gate of your enemiea; 
nay more, as Caleb and Joshua not only re- 
joiced on earth in the fulfilment of all God's 
promises, but are now rejoicing in heaven ; so, 
when your warfare is accomplished, when God 
has led you into the wilderness and suffered 
you to hunger, to prove what is in your heart, 
whether you will believe His Word or not ; if 
your faith fail not, if you believe not appear- 
ances, but in the living God, as surely as the 
day arrived when Caleb and Joshua entered 
into the promised land, so surely shall the day 
arrive when you shall also enter in ; when you 
shall say witii Paul, " I have fought the fight, 
I have kept the faith, I have finished my 
course ; " and shall sit down in the heavenly 
Canaan, with Caleb, and Joshua, and Moses, 
and the blessed company of true Israelites, — ^the 
Church of God, which He has purchased with 
His own blood. 

And now, reader, '' the Lobd bless thee, and 
keep thee: the Lobd make His face shine 
upon thee, and be ^wsvjovsa \sa^ ^^'^^ ^^£!s^ 
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LoBD lift up His countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace." The children of Israel were 
about to go on a warfare when Moses took 
leave of them; and in His parting words I 
now take leave of you : ^^ Be strong, and of a 
good courage ; fear not, nor be a&aid ; for the 
Lord thy God, He it is that doth go with thee ; 
He will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." 

Pray for me and for a blessing on this little 
book. Let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall. The histoiy of these children 
of Israel has been recorded for our learning, 
and is ^^Oubselyes : a piotxtbe." 
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Ninth Edition. 
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or, Help and Consolation from the Sanctuary. Cloth eztra^ 
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C!oNTnn!8 — Glod's Love manifested in tiie Low — ^Ilie Trae Ugfat— The 
Well of BetUdiem — ^The First IDrade — ^The First MIrade (Ckmtlnned)— 
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life. With Introduction by the Rev. T. Yores, Incumbent 
of St. Mary's, Hastings. Fifth edition. F'cap 8vo., doth, 
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